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2. ' ſian Reader. 
x0 $4 AVING diuerſe 
Ing \ times obſerued with 
S—= | my {clfe (moſt Chri- 
934 iz Reader) tharthe 
Car dodtine of the Go- 
ſpcll, which hath bene now frecly 
preached theſe many yeares a- 
mongſt ys in this our uh 
common wealth, is yetdayly 
ordinarily by ſundry perſons char- 
ged with noucltic, as which being 
an vpſtart, were not of ſufficient 
ſtandin or antiquirie: 1 thought it 
not amiſſe in this reſpe&, cither 
for the confuratis of the obſtinare 
aducrſary, or forthe cofort ofthe 
weake and ſimple profefſour of re- 
ligion, to publiſh and ſer forth this 
litle worke of M.Miles Couerdale, 
who for his integritic of life, and 
famein learning, and other excel- 
lentgiftes,was ſo renowmed in the 
Church of Chriſt in his age, thar I 
doubrnort,bur that his name 
will be a ſufficient credit , (with a 


ny man, that is not 


ſpoſed) for the full Moan 


A 


wellliking of any ſuch monumen- 
of 79 of pure zealc, & 


= EE | X 
atfetion, hath commended to vs IS 
his poſterity.Diucrſe other worthy : 

bes ha heleftvntovs written _ 2; 


w 
in his natiuc language, as 

a Spiritual and precious pearle © T 
infiification of a Chniftien The 
hope of the faithful : A booke concer- 
ning Fpuger and FH a _— > 
> Faithfull tranſlati> of the w e Bible: 
**" By which trauailes of his, as he 
hath generally ſhewed him ſelfe 
a notable member in the Church 
, of God: ſo hath he «yrs AI 
cially welldeſerued of this his na- 
ewecountric . Wherefore not wil- 
ling to-deraine thee from berrer 
marter, I wiſhe thee to vſe this 
booke to thy profite , and with me 
togine thankes to our merciful fa- 
ther, for this valiant ſouldiour, as 
allo for other worthy Martyrs of 
his rime, which after the nn 
them ſclues haue(by Gods 
prouidence) left ſpirituall childre, 
(I meane their good bookes) ro 
make a ſupply,that Chriſts church 
rar be encreaſed, to the vrter c6- 
on & overthrow of Antichriſt, 
Farewellin the Lord. 
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* MILES COVER- 
-- DALE, TO ALL CHRI- 
ſtian readers, wiſheth grace, mer- 
CcYz race from Godrhe fa- 
ther,thorow our Lord & on- 
ly Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt. 
>: EN nomal Almighty 
gh | wap wit 


2 | 
red manat the be 

. bus owne ſn ate per and likenes, 
but alſo when he was loſt, moi? 
rs him out of bondages: 
Een ſo when man (neither re- 
garding his wonderfull creati* 
on,nor his moſt deare redemp=. 


Cari and goethin the fart", 
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TotheReader. 
way of damnation , God alway 


caſe he 151m, gineth han war - 
ring, openeth the priſon doore, 
calleth him ont of the demils ſer 
wice,telleth him what daunger 
it is to be his bond man, or ſer- 
wait unto fimue. This doth God 
alway afore hepuniſh & plague 
the world. This ( I ſay) hath e- 
er bene the worke of God (ms 
the beginning,as the ſtories and 
prophecies of all the holy Bible 
doe teſtifie. And though we had 
no writing of Gods atls in times 
paſt , yet hath he praftiſed this 
ſame his wonderfull worke of 
| mercy y pu vs, Sothat like as 
= we muſt needes confeſſe that we 
b: hab are created of God, redemed 
Me kindnes © 14s onely mercy in his deare 
then be Sorne Teſus Chriſt: So. can we 


of to the old 
wid, not deny,but we haxe heard his 
| holy 


£ 


. ſetteth wp hit kght before him, _ 3& L 
ſendeth the meſſare of his word 0 
wnto him , ſheweth hm what 


bolymeſſar _— 
oly meſſage, haa ne leſſe prea- 
chings & warnings of dajugers 


3} tro come, the other haxe had a- 


tO pu oe Tara the ſan 


mercifull God that ſent Noe to 
preach righteonſneſſe unto the 
wicked world, conerted the 
Nanuits by bis word in the mi- 
iſtration of the prophet [onas, 
hath done exen ſo wth vs, me- 
ery conditio. And ſome (thanks 
be umo him therefire ) hath 
he brought ont of darkenes mn- 
. ro his wonderfull hght, & ont 
of the demills ſermice , mto the 
kingdom of his deare ſonne. 
But alus and woe to this un- 
thankefull world. For like at 4 
eat number that be m priſon 
of Sata, wil not come forth wht 
they are called & the doore ſet 
open,but go on ſtill ſtumbling mn 
eneſſe, when the lanterne 
of light ts offred theme: Ewen ſo 
if avy play 4 wiſe mans part, 
| A wh 


Tothe Reader. 


,e 


| = 


(becauſe the ma will not daicce 
* the demills s with the, 


nor keepe their c & the 
6 e of Vice , net- 
re them unto bike 
confuſion {as S. Peter calleth 
# ) laughe him to ſcorne , and 
bleare out their togues «t him, 
exen like fooles, & cockeſcombs 
of the world. And hike as when 


priſon,he ſhal haxe moe to ſtan1 


& They that fo- & doe as be is warned by Gods | 
000d word,he ſball haxe Aa forte of ae . is | _ 
: laughed 18 piſh ,a number of d:z2erds. 3 | 

: | full mockers , which _ © 


ett 
+ = 
| - 
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« poore wretch commeth out of 


wg 
- 
"0 
* 


| FP ” $2Y goeth a fellow of the new lear- 
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- Tothe Reader. 
fil with other priſoners. There 


; ming ({ayth one) there ts one of 


' theſe newe fangled goipellers = 
 {/ayjth another ) that # one of 
the newe brethren (ſayth the 
third) he followeth the newe 
faith,&c. 

.  . Wherefore, in conſfideracion The detrme 
hereof Thane here ſs.frebth Zr 
booke: partly becauſe it ſheweth wwv things 
the antiquitie and ancient age | 
of our holy Chrittian faith, and 
partly to gene occaſion vnto all 

ſuch as haxe receaned it, not to 


be aſhamed of it, nox to ſhrinke 
fro it, for any opprobrious mock- 


age or ſcornefull derifion m this 
world. The Apoftle ſayth, that 1.Cor. 1.x 8. 
the preaching or word of Chri- 
ſtes croſſe , us foohſhnes to them 
that periſhe , and that the thing | 
which appertaimeth ro the ſpirit 1, Cor, 1,14 
of God, 15 foliſhnes to a carnal 
minded man. Whereby likg as 
- EW 


\) 


Tothe Reader. 
learne that it 1s no new 


ping of Godin the ſpirite: Exen 
fs may we ſee (to the ſingular 
phony 4 of our conſcience ) that 
no man mocketh vs for it , but 
_"DYOS ſuch 4; periſhe and are carnally 
; Pegrobare | minded: eAnd that for all thewr 
. dwide the > derifion and ſcorning , It yet 
: __ the power of God. 1.Cor. 1.18. 
And belongeth to his holy ſpirit 


1.Cor.2 14.0 ts not oxr owne 


conſolacion. 

| But becauſe the world is an- 
| griewithvs for our faith,c- ge= 
nf weth vs ſo exil! reporte for tea- 
ching it, It ſhalbe expedient for 

vs, to declare what faith ts,and 

what faith we meane,when we 

make mention thereof. Firſt be- 

2 cauſe 


| thing to be mocked & ſtared vp 5 | - 
' on for holding with the dottrine, - 
' that maketh ſs much of Chriſt 

his death, and the true worſhip= 7] © 


hd 4 0 
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” peſete 


| fonde imagination of faith, no 


faith then tr the mitrament, 


fer our owne tudpement,we wil 
rehearſe the wordes of the A* 
, which writing to the Hee 


brues , ſayth after this maner: 
Faith is a ſubſtance of thinges - 
to be hoped for, an exudence or yy, 7.1 © 
certaitie of thinges which do . ; 
not appeare.By - which defi- ay he 
nition,it ts manifeſt , that when 4 
we ſette forth or teache. this 

faith, we meane no vaine faith, 


no falſe opimon of faith , no 


dead fauh , no idle fauh : but 
a ſubitantiall thmge , exen 4 
(are beliefe of thinges that are 
ro be hoped for , and aproofe, 
experience , or knowledge of 
thinges that are not ſcene. T his 


whereby we feele and are cer« 
taine of heauenly thinges,that. 
our corporal eye can not ſees 
Now becaxſe none other vera 


| T5 the Reader. 
| $ue ca ſo apprehed the mercy of 


of our ſaluatio, as this lin 


| Scripture imputed our iuitifi 
cation before God , onely unto 
| faith amonge all other vertnes: 
| Not without other vertmes fol- 
lowing , but without any other 

| | worke or dceae inftif)mng. 
Rom.3.238. This is the fath of Chrit, 
oe ny which allthe Scripture ſpeaketh 
Pl y9) of. Thisisthe faith that $.Paul 
| Jaco.2.14. preacheth to iuftific in the ſight 
' of God, as S. Iames teacheth, 
| that workes inflifie inthe ſioht 
| of men, and that it habe Cad 
| faith which hath no workes, 
| _ Y the faith, without the 
Heb.n1.6, WY Ich it 85 ofſible to pleaſe 
m.14123- God,and of FA which wy ex 


wer pr ocedeth not, is ſome. This 
Fo | wthefaithwherely cbr 
gz th owr hartes, and whoſe ende 


6. # ſalnation . Thisis the fath 
| that 


| faith doth, therefore hath the BB | 


| God,nor certifie vs ſo efeftual» | O k 


 _Tothe Reader. 
that worketh by charitie or god 
| ty loxe , and is of value b e 
JU God. This is the farth whereby 
"3 _ the hob fathers which were a- ; 
* TH} fore (brite incarnation,did in <1 | 
| ſperite eate and drinke and en- 
* II} oy, the ſame mercie of God m 
- | Chrift, thatwe are partakers 
4 | of. 
|. |. Th be ſhort , this ss the ſame 
| faith, whereby God ſaned thoſe 
/ \ bhuclet,of whom S.Panle ma- 
ar  kethmention, inthe foreſayd E- 


pritle to the Hebrues ,) and re- Hedat 66: 
hearſeth many godly frutes of ' 
the ſame in their conuer ſation. 
This then is no new fangled 
faith, no ſtraunge faith no faith 
inuented by mans braine,but e- 
en the ſame that Gods holy ſpi- 
rite teacheth m the infallible 
rrath of his Scripture, and that 
Adam, Abell, Enoch,and all the | 
other ſernauntes of God were 
ſaned in, Why do men therefore 


—_—, 
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To theReadet. 


elenenth to the Hebrues, = 4 
|  bife && conwer/ation toyuea Vn- 
x T* ates was rich and full of 

all good workes.Therefore ſec- 
ing there be ſo many bablers & 
pratlers of faith, ſo few that 
bringe forth the worthy frutes 


of repentawnce , it gineth the 
dot: occaſion to report of vs, 


that our faith Ti but mew fane 
i They ſee vs not fallto la- 

our &- raking of panes; as A- 
dam did:T hey ſee not the righ- 
reonſneſſe & chankefubneſſ mn 
v5,that was in Abel: They ſee 
vs not walke after the word &:- 
will of God,as Enoch did: They 
ſee v5 not take Gods warning ſo 
earneſtly as Noe did': They ſee 


Vs 


* either calit anew faghtfad - 
or report exill of us, for ſettwg 4} 
" farch? Why? feare me chang 3 
one cauſe : The olde faith that 

| allthoſeſernaunrof God had, 7; 

who the Apoſtle nameth em the 


"= » ww T1 a %* OTC 
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" TotheReader.” 
715 not ſo obedient ta the wayee. 
of God, nor ſo well- and 
content to leane our .f0. 
forſake our owne wills,0ur own. * 
lands &- goods at Gods calling, 
& awell in a ſlraunge country, 
to doe Gods pleaſure, as Abra- 
ham did: they ſe that we choſe 
not rather to ſuffer adnerſitie 
with the people of God, then to 
enioy the pleaſures of ſame for 
a ſeaſon:They ſee vs not eſteme 
the rebuke of Chriſt, or trou- 
ble for his ſake , to be greater 
riches then all the treaſures of 
this world,as Moſes did: To be 
ſhort,they ſee not in our garde 
thoſe ſweere floures & frutes 
of Gods holy fpirite,which were 
1m them that had the old fauh. 
Aſnamed may we be therfore, 
as many of vs «s either write, 
reach,preach,ſpeake or talks of 
the old faith jfwe endenonr not 
our ſelues to hane thoſe old hea 


Tam.1.323, 


_ ning of Chriftes a9 Gosþell, 


Tothe Reader. 33 
nenly vertues that were ener; 
plentiſall in all Gods true fers 
narntes,nm euery one( 1 mean} 
according to his calling . 
that it is exill, to teach or talks 
of the true olde faith, but this 
T ſay, becanſe that (according © 
to the doftrine of $. [ames )they 
are but deceaxers of them ſel- 
wes, that are not doers of Gods 


word,as wel as hearers thereof. 
And thorow ſuch ſleder recea- 


it is now come to paſſe,that like 
as we hae need of [ach an A- |. 
pole as was holy $. Paule, to 

rebuke this vaine confidence _* 
that men put in their workes, 
and totell vi that noworke of 
our doing ( but faith of Gods 
working , doth initifie vs in his 
fight 3 Enen ſo haue we no leſſe 
neede of ſuch an othey Apoitle 
(4s was holy Sd. lJames ) to re- 


buke this horrible onthanke- 
fulnes 


e Of men, t e : 
i uni to be Chriſhans, God wnkes © 
| tobuld of (Þrifter oldfaith ave 799 ſab 
Ka, yet dead unto all good workes, Poill; vw as. 
receaxe not the word of God m 
meckenes, caſt not away all vn- 
cleaneſſe © malitiouſneſſe, are 
ſwift rofpeake,to talke,to tagle, 
& to T difpleaſure , are for- 
gerfull hearers of the word,and 
. not liners therafter,boaſtig the 
: ſelues to be of Gods pure & wn 
| defiled religion, & yet refraine 
wot theyr togues from exil; viſit 
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|. mot thepoore, the friendlier and 
| the deſolate im their trouble , 
| nether keepe themſelunes vnde- 
filed from this world. Reade the 
firſt chapter of bis Epiſtle ts 
UUbat an occaſion might 
ſuch an Apoſtle (as holy Lames 
was Jhaweto write another,yea 


# 


han ſuch a carnal refþe 0 
perſons,are not rich in faiths 
ſpiſe the poore, prattiſe not $8 
law of godly lowe,talke andians 
ole of faith , not hawing tid 


their liumg , regarde not their 
neceſſity, hane but a dead faith, 
declare not by good and godly 
workes,the true and olde faith 
of Chriſt, are but vaine belee- 
| wers, hawe not the effetlnous, 


the working and lining faith, 
tines 2124 ohies hrnhen of- Raleb bad 


Reaae the 2.chap.of his epiſtle. 
_ m_ Tames re- 
proxe theſe brigers vp of trape + 

dottrmes,b . 
' Slams tFersbelyers of good mefalſe tea 
artore. CPrs againſt Gods truth , diſe- 
| ene ſuch, S$eblers with the (ame, cary fire 
| (7907/7) pith the one bad, 
& water m the other : pretend 
to be learned, &-yet bring not 
orth 


— _ 


Tothe Reader. 2 


workes thereof, clothe not the" | 
naked, helpe not the-poore to © 


eos Re WF 2_XÞF I 6 JS we a» 


0 2 forth the workes of good con= 


| gine ſo to quarellig & fighting, 


War” orlawfll ſpending and con S.leme: ſpare | q 


JT * 


TotheReader. 


werſacion m meekeneſſe out of *2 
. Gods wiſdom , but in froward= . I 
nes, ad ont of carnall doftrme. 
Howe would he take vp theſe; 
that delite mn malice and ſtrife, 
belie Gods truth, are gemento 
earthly fleſply and dexeliſh wiſ* 
dom,are unſtable, full of all exsll 
workes,are not in the ſchools of 
Gods wiſedom and learning, are 
not piue to vnfumednes of hart, 
are not peaceable, are churliſh, 
oneaſie to be imtreated. Oc. 
Reade the third chapter of hir law, 3.17, 
Epiitle, | 
' What would ſuch an holy A- 
poitle ſay to this wicked world, 4% 
wherem a great number (pre- 
tending to be chriſtian men )are 


10 voluptwouſnes & mordinate Againſt ſuch | 
luftes,to enuie and maignats Ars per 


H10P, ,venld nos 


ſuming of that they may gette to ſpeake, 


- TotheReader. 
£0 aduontry, to the deſpiſong of 
holy wedlocke, to ſhameful on 
cleaneſſe , either not willing! 
Pry, or els putting away Hem. 
wines for birhs oecafins,end a: 
ſatisfy of their owne trif "ob. 
——— Falling in lowe with the. - 
ippe of this world, 
» 10 part a Neal God: yea © 
wheras by thesr >profeſſ on, boy : 
and allegiaunce ( which they 
owe to their moſt highe Soue- 
wn the king of heawen )they 
ſhould i & VErIRORS CONMer ſa- 
tion mantaine all godlimes,are 
become enen enemes, ſuppreſ* 
ſours and onerthrowers ther + 
of,afwell thorow their obſti- 
nate and cruel reſiſting of Gods 
worde, Xs by other wicked ex- 
amples of their vicious and fi- 
| hy an ? «gr holy S. 
ames [ay to [ac  onthanke All 
belkes 4 @2'. / nowny the iraut h, 
ng aps wap. a ſort? woxld he 


ſpare 


ſ 
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x: To the Reader, 
are thets though they were 
Ke” chapter of his Ep 
456 {1 the far#t part fla — 
& chapter , and ye will indge the 
fontrary... 
Wherefore maft tleare Rea- 
ders, whoſoener of you hath 
bene ſlacks to followe the good 
life and godly conwer ſation that 
S. James andallthe other ſtri- 
ptwre beſide requireth tobe in 
them , which profeſſe the olde 
faithJet them take better hold, 
turne againe to the truth, and 
fa follow x lowing exhortation, 
- which holy S$. Iames maketh in 


Iames 5.19. | : 


j= the later end of his epiftle, And Lt _ 
if be hawe at the firſt not encli- panes tore © 

- ved to Gods word,nor receaued **% brown 
| | h AED fault. 

2 it unfainedly in meekene([e, nor 

. ſubmitted ban {elf ro be ordred 

1 3 thereby, to caſt away all vn- 

Clearieſſe,cc.But hath happely 


ſuffered ur, promoted ut , ſetit 


TotheReader. ; 
forth,or taken a pretence of fa 
Woar 05 lone tO it for ſore Fes 
purpoſe to obtayne any & tore 
profit, games or hberty by ; %. 
him not put holy $. [ames or ani 
other true meſſenger of God, t#* 
the paines of rebuking hm fe 2 
ſo doing: let him rather enter ms * 
ro him ſelfe , reproue his owne 
fault and abuſe in that behalfe, | 
abhorre it in any wiſe,be angry, | 
dsfpleaſed and diſcontent with 
him ſelfs, ſorie & repentant for 
it,ſhame not.to ake God mercy, 
and by good workes from hence 
forward to labogr that the plo- 
rie of God and worſhippe of his 
| truth may be preferred and ſet 
vp, which he by ſach his unchr; 
ftian haing , hath in times pait 
carſed to be hindred. 
In concluſion: Though there 
be nexer (6 many that recant &5- 
deny Goa holy word, either in 
their lining &5- connerſation, or 
"m 


To the Reader. 
"8 words, wryting or pred- 
| chog. yet as many of Vs 4s are 

, encred: anto the ſchoole of that 
; which us fro aboxe, let 
| "obs true ſcholers of the ſame, 
 Wpradtiſe it both mowr thoght 

af & deede:let vs enen enter 
wto the nature &- kind mike 


&5 pure; peaceable, ventle, e4- VV em ory 

fie to be intreated,full of Percie of Gods dere = 
& good frutes, without i 4 

«x ;ſimmlation. Which t 

if we 7 then ſhall we Pn | 

zo filthie defirivk nor counter 

faited wiſedow,then ſhall we be 

no breakers of peace, then ſhall 

we be as glad to forgind as we | 

woulde be forginen , glad to be 

reformed, riche and plentifill t1 

the workes of mercie and good 

; frutes of the olde faith : then 

, ſhall we be no quarelpickers or 

; diſſemblers with any man:Then = I» 

| ſoalk we not onelie be founde 


u | ” bo o ” S , YL 
Eg 7.0 AL 
"I KA 
i ©# +4 » iS. 9-57 A 
K : * z aw. OM 
: F.-4 . 
+1 


{4 Soda 
err nn 

good order , but | 

andin all cone maner fl , on 

{both in word and deede fi 
read abroade and ſb 
ruifte of that righteoufhh es” 
which commeth oxely of 'G 


—_— Teſus Chrift. * 


2 


” & po 


| K 


If any of them that are gout"? 
5; e or 464 eftate, pretending 


ro be maintayners, fawourers, 
ſetters forth,” or ſtholers of 
Chriftes. dotrine. ) bath #n.avy 
condicion diſſembled therewsh, 
fallen from God, miſbehaned 
him ſelfe in the affaires of his 
Prince miſgonerned his houſe- 
ret, vice, and 
,or brought the pood word 
et; in By. any cnil report by 
his ungodly converſation ( as 1 
feare me,it be to true )let vs be- 
were by (uch mens fall . Lets 


mot receane the grace of Gad in 
Caine , rok apes e as they. that 
harden 


N IS Feng 


eee 


their harts at Ga word 
F ſpurne wilfully kd 
re of their edebe, excep 
e repent. Exe 'ſo they hart Lit the z 
eble withal ſhall find their indg = gt : 
*t Wherfore let vs that hae arepaft, bea 
eceaxed the olde trae faith of 99s * 2 
Chriſt,not only be content to 4- : 
tide any fterme or trouble for 
it(yeatobe mothed , ſtorned, 
derſecuted, Cf put to death ther 
ore if it ſo pleaſe God) but alſo 
amnedly exery man to hs po- 
wer jn his hart by ferent pray 
ern his mouth by good words, 
& inall his body by vertwons co 
werſacion and good Chriſtian 
works help & l1bour, that the 
bleſſed word of God may baxe 
the due honour belogi vg theri- 
to & that the ſae which ut hath 
left thorow wngodly behawiour 


of {oe may thorow the grace & 
- vw of God, be _ againe 


. 
—w=y 


1 0ur good kung: That God 
may baye of vs better ſer- 
wauntes, our Prince truer © _ © 
fubietes, and our neigh- _ *|. 
bours more vnfayned js 
loners,then many 1 
haze bene be- 
fore vs. 
Amen. 
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AN EVIDENT .| 


DECLARATION 


OVT OF THE HOLIE 
Scriptures, that the Chriſtian faith hath 
endured fincethe beginriing of the world 
and thac thorow it only all verruous 
men pleaſed God,and 
- were ſaued, 


'Y CHAP. 1. 
SvPyo 52 plainly thar 774 ico ; 
men will not a litle wh» years 

>3/ der at this mine cnter- 

| *  thinke, the Chriſtian faith did firſt 

beginne vnder Tiberius the Em- 

Goſpell of Luke it is certaine, that 

inthe fifteenth yeare of Tiberius, 

the Goſpell, and all hiſtories ſay 

*| *- with oneaccorde,thati xVij. 

ſuffer, | 

Now itis true, that all the Pros 


many fimple Chriſtian 76cm : 500, 
priſe, they are ſoperſuaded, and 
perour: foraſmuch as out of the 
lohn Baptiſt beganne to preache 
; yeare of Tibcrius, Ieſus Chriſt did 
B y, 


3 :\- The antiquitie 

phecies werethEfirſtfulfilled, and 

the true ſaluarion performed- yea 

from! thar time forth were all the 
poens treaſures of Chriſt ſo rich 
y declared and poured outamong 

all people, as they neuer were a- 
fore. Notwithſtanding the ſame 

faluation in Chriſt Icky was pro” 

miſed long afore,and ſo opened to 
the holy olde fathers, that they 
haucnolefſe fight of Chriſt Teſus 
in the ſpiritechen wegand puttheir 
aruſtin him, as well as we : though 
among vsit be cleare and open, or 
performed & fulfilled, that amon 
them was ſomewhar datker, an | 
therefore: looked for with hartes | 
defire,as a thing for to come. More 
ouer & is not that firſt bring forth 
this meaning concerning the anti- 
quitic or oldneſle of our Chriſtian 
faith, For the holy Biſhoppe Euſe- 

. bus Ceſarienſ. which liued aboue 
eleven hundreth yeares ago, (and 
kkewiſe many other Chriſtian Do- | 

12 Rours ) hath alſo taught and writ- * 
ten t| more clearely before 
me. Fer Euſebius in the firſt booke ; 
- De EcclefiaFrica hiftoria,faich plain- 
ly: Alltheytharin their eftare are 
noted 


= 
Es/thw. 


Of arr favih., 3 
noted according totheir genera- 
tions, tocecken backeward from 
Abrahi vnto the firſt man,though 
they had not the name of Chriſti 
men (For. at Antioche certayne 
yeares aftcr the aſcelion of Chriſt, 
was thatname geuento the faith- 


full. ARes.1.)Yet as pertaining to AR&.11.46. 
the religion and ſubſtaunce , tacy 


were all Chriſtians. 

For if this word Chriſtian be as 
muche to ſay , as one that purterh 
his truſt in Chriſt, and thorow his 
docrine faſtened ynto faith, vnto 
the grace & righteouſnes of God, 

cleaue with all diligence to 
Gods docrine,and exerciſcth him 
ſclfe in cuericthing that is. vertu- 
ous: Then verily thoſe holy men 


whom we ſpake of firſt, were euen ' 


the ſame that Chriſtian men boaſt 
them ſelues now to be. Althele are 
the words of the forſayd old Chri- 
ſtian DoRours . Buttorthe intent 
that no man ſhall thinke ,. that 
we buitde vpon men, and ypon a 
ſtraunge foundation , e we 
will firſt declare our mindes out of 
the Scriptures, andalleage ſome- 
what more for the betrex vnder- 
B iy 


4 The goodnes of God 
ſtanding of the matter. 
{| "CBAP, It. 
Of the geedbrofſe of God,and wvicked- 
.--14 neſſe of man, 
IO D which hath cuer beene 
 VIſufficient to all perfeQtion, & 
necedeth nothing of the creatures 
ro his perfeneſſe , onely of his 
owne _ and _ mn is 
good, (thatis to ſay, of his owne 
accand mercy,yea euen becauſe 
| would doe good) created man 
* The firſt cre- for him ſelfe : But before he crea- 
| arien of bea- red him, he prouided firſt for him 
wonderfully,8 furniſhed him with 
bn” > non riches of his good- 
nefle. For whe he deuiſed the cre- 
ation of man, & rhe time was now 
come, which his godly wiſedome 
' andprouidence had ordayned, he 
firſt of all appoynted a wonderfull 
lodging for man, & garniſhed the 
ſame yer much more wonderfully, 
Art the beginning (when the good- 
ly and cleare li Fi was male) the 
Lorde FF wy. the inſtrumenrtes, 
which he afterward ſundred one 
from an other, and ordayned cuc- 
ry one to ſome purpoſe , Ouer the 


dcepc, 


and wickedneſſe of man. x5 
—_ that is, ouerthe water and 
carth (which yet was inthe water) 
made he afirmament, and ſpread 
out the heaucn aboue as a pauilli- 
on. Afterward our of the water he 
called & broughe forth the earth, 
(aſmuch as Ta_ for the _ 
tion of men A (- 
water his ther & -=_ s,which 
it may not oucrpaſle. And theſe 3. 
thinges,the water,the carth,& rhe 
firmament,(that is to ſay, the ayre 
and clearncfle abouec vs vato the 
heyghrofheaucn) are the efſcnti» 
all and ſubſtanciallparcells of the 
world, & ſeruc as an houſe for the 
habitation of men: Neuerthelcs 
as yerall this was but rough & vn- 
finiſhed, and nothing garniſhed at 
all: Therefore did the wiſe & faith- 
full maiſter pur forth his hand wy- | 
der, to perfourme and pleaſauntly Ty, gomns- 
ro garnu(] _ _— ork then of 
ea,not One1y 109 it ow = 
[o ro make it frurcfull 8 profirable 
for man, which was thE gueſt and 
mhabitour for to come. 

And firſte inaſmuche as man 
ſhould inbabute the earth, he gar+ r_ 
quſhed ir RI "=. 
=y 
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wich a goodly greene Er, thar 
nike a fubiencewhich he deckr 
firſt with floares and all maner of 
herbes: which nor onely are plea- 
fauntto looke vpon, and wonder 
ur bewrificd of a pleaſaunt taſte 
an colour, bur alſo profi- 
table for and all mancr of 
medicine.To the ſame alſo did he 
firſt addeſundrie trees and plants. 
TheEwarred he the carth with faire 
ſprings,riuers and running waters. 
Andthe ground made he not like 
ba mag 0 py wg? 

tit vp pleaſauntly: re 

hauc = the vallics,plaines,moun- 
taincs and hills: which thinges all 
haue their duc operacion, frute & 
pleaſauntnes, 

After this alſo began he to gar- 
niſhe the heauen and firmament, 
andſct therein the Sunne and the 
Moone, the planentes and Starres : 

" Whichthinges all are goodlicr and 
more woderful,then mans rongue 

office of can cxpreſle, As for their office, & 
creature; the cauſe why they are ſer in the 
_ firms. heauen, Itisto geue vs light, and 
| (withtheirvpanddowne going,or 

| motio)o declarethe times, veares 
6” monethes, 


 Andmickednerof man, . 7 
moncthes,and dayes,deuiding rhe 
dayes and nightes alunder,  - 
Thirdly, he layed his hand like- 755, 
wiſe in the water, inthe which he 
hath wroughe no Iefle wenders; 
then in heauen & vpon earth. For 
in the water ( and cſpecially in the 
ſea ) doe the wonderfull workes of 
God appearcin the fiſhes & mar-' 
uels of ſea,ifa man coder the 
nature & diſpoſition of them. And **»':, 
in the ayer alfo hath be created & 
ordaincd great tokens of his good- 
nes, power and wiſedom, cuen the 
foulcs that plcaſauntly (according 
rodiuerſe commodinies ) doe fing 
vrito man, and refreſh him. +. 
Ar the laſt cndued he the earth Beaftes. 
yer more richly , and filled irwith 
all kinde of profitable and. goodly 
beaſtes, and ſundred one from an. 
other pleaſauntly. - oy 
When the Lord now had prepa- 
red this goodly and riche pleaſure, 
then fr after theſe he made m3, 
that he niight be Lorde of all theſe 4 
things. Him alſo endued he aboue The creation | 
all other creatures, & created him o/man, | 
after his owne image. He made 
him of bodic and foule , which 
B y 
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had nor falle into finne. Now hath 
he a fraile bodic, and an immor- 
rall eucrlaſting ſoule. Bur the firſt 
man made he altogerhcr perfet 
and without blemith, ſo that verc- 
ly he was called the image of God 
notwithour cauſe. The Lorde alſo 
was not ſuffiſed in garniſhing the 
carth goodlic , but brſt alſo but 
ded vypontheearth, a ſpeciallgar- 
den of pleaſure , eucna Paraduſe: 
and therein ſer he man his deare 
| The creation beloued creature. Andforaſmuch 
: of tbe wwo- as he beinge ſolicarie and alone, 
KH; could nog,.coucnicnaly dwell with- 
E-: outa mate, he appointed him fiſt 
to plant and keepe the garden of 
pleaſure , and prouided for him a 
wife, cucnout of the bones of his 
owne bodie , that ſhe might be 
the mans helpe. Thus would the 
goodneflc of God fintth and make 
man perfe&, tothe intent that he 
boy de m_ — » Which ſer- 
ved roaright wholclome,and per- 
fe(t life. S TOS 
Therfore was it equal, that man, 
* *Whichwas cndued withreaſon and 


hye vadcrſtanding, ſhoulde ſhewe 
thanke- 


ſhould haue endured for euer,if he 


C 


And wickednes of men, 9- 
thankefulnefle and obedience vn- 
to God, for ſuch hyc giftes . Yea, 
God him ſelfe ( which is not onely 

ood, butalſo righteous ) requi- 
reth the ſame of hium,& that by the 
meanecs of the commaundement, 
Thathe might eate of all the trees 
of the garden of pleaſure : Only he 
ſhould cſchuec the frureofknowing 
good and cuill. And this commait- Therequeſt of 
dement was not grifuous nor vn- the commany+ > 
reaſonable : Onely it required o- 4% 
bedicnce and loue of God the ma- 
ker, vnto whome onely the crea» 
wre cucE man)ihould hauec reſpeR, 
and looke for all at his hand) 
and not ro take the forme of good 
and cuill out of him ſelfe, buronly 
to holde that for cuill and forbid- 
den,which God mhubiteth as euull: 
and to account that as and 
righteous, which God aloweth or 
forbiddeth not .. For a repreſenta- 
tion, viſible token, and ſacrament, 
God ſhewed him- a righe viſible 
and-frutcfull cree inthe gardenof 
pleaſure, and forbad him witheat- - 
neſt chrearning,that in what houre 
ſo eucr he did catc of the ſame 
tree, he ſhould dye an cucrlaſting 


ſe and 
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; The vnthaky death. Burvnruly dealt man with 


his fairhfull God, rranſgrefſed his 
commaundement, and gaue more 
credit tothe perſuaſion of the wo- 
man and of the ſerpent,then tothe 
true word of God : which was no- 
thing elſc, burcuen as much as to 
take the forme of good & cuill our 
of themſclues,or alle wherc,rather 
then of God,and not to cleaue and 
be obcdient dhely vnro him, as to 


ſuch an one as wiſheth good vato 
cuerie man.For man being decca- - 


ned thorowe the woman and the 
ſerpent, did beleue, that God was 
not indifferent, and that he had 
withdrawen from him ſome of his 
godly wiſedom. And foraſmuch as 
e minde now was departed from 
God thorow infidelitic,and looked 
not for ail good athis hand, there- 
fore tooke the hande the noyſome 
apple, and the mouth dideate the 
forbidde meare. And thus thought 
he to helpe him ſelfe ro Gods ma + 
ieſtie, by another meanes, rather 
then by God, and ſo to repaire his 
neceſlitie which he thought he 
had.And ſo with infidelity, vnfaith- 
fulnes , diſobedience & vathanke- 
; tulncs, 


—_W—_ 


And wickednes of man. It 


fulneffe, he wrought life, and dyed 
the dearth: tharis, he mean a- 

inſt God, & fell into the puniſh- 
. of cuerlaſting damnacion : 
Yeahe made hin ſelfe bound vnto 
the deuill, whom he was ſo diligent 
to beleue, to folowe, and roſerue: 
Contrariwiſe he forſooke God,and 
fo came he vtterly intorhe bodage 
of the deuil and darkenefle . And 
thus hauce we nowe rhe goodnes & - 
faichfulnefle of God . Againe,the 
wickednefſe and great vnfaithtul- 
neſſc of man. 


CHAP. 11H. 


The firſt and right foundation of amr boly = 
( briitk.an fath; 


Ere now had the iuſt God oc- 76, ighre- 

cafion & right to expell man, o«/reſſc and - 
to deſtroy him, rodamne him,and 7c of 
roleaue him viterly ro the deuill; ©*** 
And the fame allo did his righte- 
ouſnes and trueth require. For he | 
had ſayd ; In whas day ſo ener thou Gen. 3.17, | 
eateſt of the frate , thou ſhalt dye the 4 
dearh . Contrariwiſe, the cs 
& mercy of God required, notvt- 


terly ro ſupprefſe man a poore and 


Cirſt, 
b 


r2 The firſt foundation 
naked creature. In the meane ſca- 


The vvey of ſon was there found a way,wherby 
' ſartufaifion 
before Ged u 


the rightcouſnes and truth of God 
ſhould be ſatiſhed, &inthe which 
the mercic of God ſhould ſpecaally 
be exerciſed and declare ut ſelfe : 
that is to ſay, Chriſt leſus, whichis. 
geuen vs by the manifeſt grace of 
God, was offred for our finnes, ſa- 
riſhed and recompenced the righ- 
teoulnes of God, and ſo deliuc- 
red vs out of the bondes of the de- 
uill.For he dicd for vs al,inaſmuch 
as God ſayd: In what day ſo cuer 
thou earteſt thereof, thou ſhalr dye 
the dearh, Therefore dyed Chriſt 
for vs-all,;chat thorow hs death we- 
might liue, and be taken out of the 
kingdom of darkenes, and be ſer in 
the kingdom of the deare beloucd 
ſonne of Gad. 
This dcuiſe of Gods wiſedome 
__ no doubr was determinate 
om cucrlaſting ) was alſo dire] 
opencd vnto Adam after the fall, 
in mancr following : When man 
had eate of the frute of the forbid- 
den wree,immediatly his eyes were 
opened: in ſo.much that he was a» 


ſhamed, whenhe lawe that he was 
naked, 


Of on faith. 13 
naked . Hitherto had he lived in 
innocencie, therefore beganne he 
nowe to coucr him ſelfe , burwirh 
ſimple clothing, which they tru- 
ſted not muche to ( like as it is all 
vnproftable, that man of hum ſclfe 


will couer bis finne withall ) ſa- Sine, 


uinge that they fledde from the 
Lorde, and hid them.ſelues from 
him . But the Lorde followed y- 
pon the fugiriue, puthim in minde 
of his decay, muſcric and the hfe 
thache was fallen from, and fayd: 
Adam where art thou 2 Oc know - 
eſt thou what miſeriethou arr fal- 
len into from great felicitic > Now 
ſhoulde man hauec knowledged his 
faulr, but he ſheweg him ſelf Kiffe- 
necked. And the Lorde moucth 
him ſtill, to ſee if he will acknow- 
ledge his finne,, and faycd: Who 
told thee that thou artnaked ?Yea 
to helpe him in the marrer, and to 
make him c6fefle his ſinncyhe fairh 
morcouer : Haſt thou not carten of 
the tree ofthe which 1 forbad thee 
that thou ſbouldeſt not care ? Bur 
miwas loth roknowledge his finne 
& laied ir firſt ypon the woman his 
companion : andthe ſame did he 


The fr6- 
vvardars of 


UUhy Ged 
gane the vyo 
mes vale 
men, 


Grace, 


| Vseal are 
tel} 
" kno ge 
os ele; 


I4 The frſs foundation 


with fo frowarde and vnaduiſed 
wordes, that a man may calily ſee, 
that ſecretly in his hart he wicked- 
ly and vnreaſonably laicd the faulc 
vpon God. For he ſayd nor onely: 
The woman gaue me of the tree to 
eatc , but addcd proudly thereto: 
The woman which thou gaueit 
me.&c. As though he ould lay: 
Thou thy ſelfe arr inthe fault: 1f 
thou haddeſt nor giue nfe the wo- 
m3,l had not bene deccaued . And 
yet the righteous God gaue him 
notthe womirto deceaue him, bur 
tobe anhelpe to him . Therefore 
appcarcth it here againe , thatthe 
finne of man was the more waillfull 
and gricuous .. Yet for all chis did 
the gracious God proccede fur- 
ther,and would proue whether he 
might finde any A of the 
finne withthe woman, the begin- 
_—_ occaſion of the finne.Bur 
nothing at all could he finde. The 
one perſonwas as the other, and 
they both had no power. T herfore 
bke as Adam pur all the fault to 
the woman, eucnſo layed the wo- 
manallche fault vpon the ſerpent, 
thatis,vpon the deuill, Which na- 
rure 
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ture doth yer,to this day cleaue in 
man. But whatman (which hath 
well conſidered this foreſayd mar- 
ter by him pays yon now ſay,or 
durſt thinke, that any part of the 
promiſe , of rightcouſnes and ſaf- 
—_— of 86-9 be __ 
to his owne power deſeruing. 
Foraſmuch Ve is ſo manifeſt,how 
ynable and loſt a creature man is 
i 
ut hea c inne, 
diſobedience v \ difabedience. 
A is # blinde,bur he ſc- 
that all aluation is to be aſcri- 
bedro Joncly meere grace & mer- 
cy of God ? For now followeth ir 
firſt how God hidled this marrer. 


Nowe when all the complaint p,,;,6were, 


was made ypon the ſerpent, the 
Le wr try _—_ _ 
erpent _— atall,for 
was open, neither was the ſerpent 
created of God to ſpeake,and with 
the deuil was there no truth. Ther- 
fore doth the Lorde righteouſly 
curſe the ſerpent the dewll.. Vnto 
the bodily ſerpent alſo(whome the 
deuill vſcd as an inſtrument) he 


gructh a ſore curſc,and layth: Ypon 


by The frft foundation 


Gen.3.14- thy belly ſhalt thon ge, & earth ſhalt 


4 The ſerpent es 
bead, 


thou eate all the dayes of thy bfe, 
When this was done;it was orday- 
ned now firſt for man,thar (accor» 
ding to the rightcouſnes & truth 
of Cod) he ſhould be puniſhed al- 
fo with the curſc and with ercrnal 
deathsbur for the cauſes expreſſed 
inthe beginning of this chapter, 
the curſe was direRted vnto Chriſt 
who alſo, with cleare wordes was 
promiſed, and ſo was life in him 
promiſed likewiſe. 

| Therefore ſayth nat the Lorde 
now: And curicd be thou man, 
becauſc thou haſt done againſt my 
.- commaundement, but: And I will 
* px enmitie berwene thee and the wo- 
wan,berwene thy ſeede and her ſeede: 
the ſame ſhal treade thee on the head, 
&r thow ſhalt treade him on the heele, 
Which is thus much to ſay: Thou 
haſt vicd the woman to the deſtru- 
Qtion of men, ſothat from hence 
forth they bring death,and by kind 
and nature are damned when the 
arc borne.Therefore will I alſo ws 
the woman,but toſaluation : for of 
the woman ſhall a ſcede or childe 
be borne, which ſhall breake thy 
headc, 
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heade,power and kingdom, finne, 
damnation and death: howbeirin 
his manhood he ſhall be troden 
downe and bitren. Thatis: Man 
with his tranſgrcſhon hath deſer- 
ued erernall death, ſothar (after 
rhe rigour of my iuſtice) he ſhould 

riſhe and bilag rothe dewl] 

r euer: neuertheles I will haue 
mercy vpon him,and receaue him 
to grace againe. Bur tothe intent 
chat my truth and rightcouſnefle 
may be farisfied, I will cauſc my 
ſonne to take the very nature of 
man vpon him. Then willI that he 
cake vpon him ſelfe che curſe and 
damnation, and dye, and with his 
innocent death to take away that 
noyſome death and curſe, and fo 
to ſet the generation of man out 
of death, into life , out of the do- 
minion of the deuill into his owne 
kingdome, out of darkenefic into 


| | Seng 
hghr. Thus che right rr mane ot ji mar 


our faith, 


ar ground of our holy faith conti- 
nueth faſt & ynmoued: in ſo much 
as all the generation of man is 
whole and clenſed from ſinne, and 
delivered fromthe curſe, from the 
deuill and cuerlaſting damnation, 


18 The ff foundazion 
oncly thorow the mercy and mere 
grace of Godby leſus Chrilt.. ... 
As nckings is,Paule ſayd.wh6, 
he wrate to the. 
haprer.God ſent his ſonng inthe ſ6- 
neljtude of ſrenefull fleſhe, & chorww 
fanne,(that is to ſay, thorow the ſmne 
offring and milling dearh of Chriff) he 
condemned fine in the fleſh, Andin 
#:C0r.1.30. ther, Epiltle ro the Corinthians, 
the firſt chapxer,the ſame P.{ayrh: 
Chrift Ieſus 15 appoynted of God to be 
our wiſedom, &3 righteouſues, or ſan- 
Fification or redemption: that as # 
3s wrictten,who ſo glorieth Cr rejoyſerh, 
lis him glory and reioyſe in the Lord. 
But foraſmuch asthis is the firſt 
romiſc,and the firſt ſure Euange- 
| oy I will nowe ſpeake of cue 
word.in cſpecial.Furſt,God callerh 
his Sonne our Lorde Ieſus , the 
ſecede of the woman . A ſeedegbe- 
cauſe of the very nature of man,8& 
becauſe that our Lorde ſhould nor 
take — a fantaſticall, bur a 
hp YETy mruc X 
, 3 2; Burto theſt wordes there is ad- 
Geu.z.15, ded: Of the woman, For our Lorde 
Was-not conceaued and borne of 
mans ſecede, bur of the holy Ghoſt 


our 


Kom 8. . 


Romanes.inthek, J 
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out of the virgin Mary. Therefore 
can notthis ſenrence be vaderſtid 


of Fue,bur of y —_—_— in-Mary. Nowe 
where as ſhe is ed a woman, it 
is dane becauſe of the kinred :For 
cuen the daughters alfo & maides 
are reckened in the womens kin- 
dred, and yer continue vndehiled 
virgins.Godalſo hathſpoken here 
diſtin&ly, and ſayd'nor: 1 will pur 
enmiry berwene thee and this wo- 
man, butberwene thee and (ba;ſ- 
chah)che woman, vnderſtanding 
ſome ſpeciall woman, no doubr c- 
uen ſuch a one as he afterward ſer 
forth clcarly by Eſay, ſaying: Be- Ela.7.14- 
hold,a virgine ſhall conceaue & beare 
a ſonne, &xc.And this worde (ſeede) 
was alway afterward in euery re- 
newing of this promiſe concer- 
ning Chriſt Ieſu amonge all che 
Patriarkes and Prophers , rehear- 
ſed, vied and exprefſed, vmiill the 
time of Dauid.Of whome the Lord , 
akerward was called a floure, the 
roote, ſprowting or bloflome of 
Dauid.The holy Apoſtle Paule ex- 

ndeth this word (ſeede) clear- 
y & plainly, and fayth it is Chriſt. . 
Galz. Morcouer, it ſerueth to the. Gala. 3.15. 


A praiſe of 
the virgin 
Alary. 


Heb. 2.14. 


25 
prayſe of the Lordes mother, that 


Theſe fountaien 


God ſayth: I will put enmitie be- 
rwene the woman and thee. For he 
meaneth the difference of both 
their natures. The deuit is prgude, 
furtle,wicked;falſe,and varrac: bur 
the mother of Chriſt is lowly, fim- 
ple,vertuous,faithfull and vpright, 
chaſte and cleanc. And the fame 
pore virgin and gracious mother 
th borne vynro vs him, that trode 
downe the ſe es heade. The 
heade of the R— is the power 
and kingdom of the deuill, cucn 
finne,the curſe and damnarion. All 
this hath that blelſed ſecede bro- 
ke for his faichfuL All which chings 
the holy Apoſtle Paule alſo hatch 
taught with theſe wordes: The 
Lorde is become partaker of onr fleſhe 
and bloude , that he thorow death 
might take away the power from him 
which had the lord/hippe oner death, 
that is to ſaythe dewill : and to deb. 
wer them which thorow feare of death, 
were all their life time in bon4age . 
For he tooke not vpon him the Aun- 
gells, but the ſeede of Abraham rooke 
he wvpon hin, gc. And to the ſame 
meaning doth this alfo ſcrue that 
follow- 
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. The Godheadeis impaſiible, and 


| he will put enmitic berwene the 


Of our faith. 21 
followeth. And chow ſhalt rreade Gen2.1 5. 
him an the heele, The heeleis the © #4 v0 
loweſt parte inman, andere ir 
fignificth the moſt inferiour oy 

in Chriſt, even his fleſh. This ha | 

the old ſerpentthe Deuill perſecu- 

ted & rroden downe by his mem- 

bers Caiphas, Annas, Herode,and = 
Pontius Pilate. For Peterſayeth : 

Chrift hath ſuffered for vs in the fleſh: 1.Pet. 4.1. 


the ſoule immorrall. Bur by this 
treading downe of the Lord, hath 

God troden downe the kingdome 

of the deuill : That is to ſay: by his 
death hath he deſtroyed wh, & 
brought life againetoal them thar 
beleue. Hereof commerh ir thar 
Chriſt ſayeth him ſclfe . Iohan.r2. 

Nowe s the judgement of the worlde, lohan.13. 
now ſhall the Prince of this world be 3'3** 
thruſt eut . And I when 1 am bf vp 

(that s to ſay, crucified ) from the 

earth will draw all thmges to me. 


Atthe laſt ſayththe Lorde, thae 


ſcrpent & the womans ſecede. This 
may. we ſee in the deuil) and his 
ers and ates, how they are 
contrary to Chriſt and his mem- 


2» Thefaft fandacion 


bers anddeedes. Bat how ftro 
ſocuer the ſerpent is, yetſhallhe | 
betraden downe thorow Chriſt & * 2 
his faichfull . Hereof commeth-it * 
' thatPaule ſpake ſo comfortably ro 
Rom.16.30 (4. Romances: Rom.16, The Godof 
peace ſhall ſhortly treade downe the 
denill under your fecte. And here 
withalis the duty alſo of the faith- 
fullin Chriſt ſhortly comprehen- 
ded. Foras touching them that 
— tay: Is itenoughethen, andisall 
Obiefion. well, when Iknowledge thatl am 
a finner, & ſauedthorow the ble(- 
Anſvvere, ſed ſeede onely? Tothem itis here 
anſwered and. clearly giuen to vn- 
derſtand , thatall they which pur 
cheir truſt inthe bleſſed ſecederake 
yponthem the kinde of the ſecede, 
and hatethe kinde of the ſerpent, 
that is to fay,finne and blaſphemy, 
and fight alway more and more a- 
inſt the world and the deuill as 
ong as they liue, yea and occupy 
them ſclues moſt faithfully abour [ 
that which is Gods will And here- 
to nowe ſcrueth it that followeth 
after. For when the Lord had take 
away the cuerlaſting death,he Jaid 
vpon man a temporall puniſhmer, 
correQion, 


vponrthe woman he laicd trouble, 


Moreouer he layeth remporall 
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Of ont fahth. 23 
corredtion and diſcipline; inthe 
which he ſhoulde be cxerciſcd as 
long as he liued ypon canh, And 


forow and payne, when ſhe ſhould 
beare and bringe forth children: 
Subie&ion alſo and ſcruice with 
feare and obedience, which ſhe 
oweth tothe man. To man,be cn- 
toynerhlabour, for the Lord cur- 
ſed the earth, and fayd: YYVih fo- Cen.z.17. 
row ſhalt thou get thy buing allthe 
dayes of thy life: Yea inthe ſwcate of 
thy face ſhalt thou eate thy breade, 


dearth vpon them both, and ſayth: 
Earth thou art,and to earth ſhalt thow Gen.3.19, - 
reewne,, Of the firſt doth Paule 4 
youve alſo 1 Tim.z.The woman ſhal 1.Tim.2.15, * 
faxed by bearing ef children,if ſhe 1 
contine in faith, and in lowe , and in 
holaneſſe or cleanneſſe &+ mertour, Of 
the ſecond ſpeaketh the ſame Paul 
likewiſe to the Fpheſians & Thef- 4 
falonians : Let no man wndermyne or ;,Tefſa.4 6, - 
deceane his brether in occupying © and Fphc.4.35. 
nho ſo hath 2 ſed faiſhood & deceare, 
ter him doe it no more , br:t let him ra- 
ther labunr with hi hardes ſome ho< 
nefl thing, that he may haue to diftri= 
C 


Heb.9.37. 


24 Of Adon 
bute onto ſuch as bane neede And as 
touching death, Paule alſo ſfayth to 
the Hebrues in the 9,chaprer. How 
thatit is appoynted wnte men , once ts 
dye, and that enen ſo Chrift leſus was 
offred vp and dyed once for all, 


TCLCAP. 1111. 
Of the firſt faithful Chriflians, 
Adam and Exec. 


Nd hitherto I truſt we haue 

bad in the firſt promiſe of god 

the foundation, and the whole 
ſumme of _ _y _— faith: 
Namely, t whole generati- 
on of _ was burtloſt thorow his 
owne' fault and wickednes,and fal- 
leninto death and damnation, fo 
thatthere remayneth nothing in 
man bur it is diſpleaſgunt ro God: 
Hereof cemmeth ir that there is 
nothing to be. aſcribed vato the 
| Yo; and deſeruing of man,ſauc 
e and maledi&tion.But God of 

his aboundant mercye had com- 
paſſion on vs, andof very grace 
romiſed helife vnto vs againc in 

. his Sonne our Lorde Ieſu, whome 
he would to become man;,' and to 


. Wiufferdeathin his fleſhe; that ther= 


by 


And Exe. 25 
by he might rreade downe the de+ 
uill,d and hell. Ircmhe 
woulde pur enmitic berwene the 
womans ſecede & the { e,Thar 
is, he woulde endew vs (which are 
the ſecede, rbatisro lay, the chil- 
drenof Adam if we belecue) with 
an other heart and power, thatwe 
ight become enemies vnto the 
deuills workes, refiſt his ſuggeſti- 
en, and hold ourſclues faſt by the 
blefled ſeede, labouring and 
ring whatſocuer God enioyneth. 
vsto worke and ſuffer. Who | isit 
nowe, which ſeth not herein, all 
that is writtenrin the whole Scrip- 
ture;of bcliefe,of- loue & innocen- 
cc: :thatis ro fa y,ofa Chriſtian life 
and faith Who ſo is diſpoſed, ler 
him Jooke vpon the 2.3. & 4.cha 
rer of Paule ro the by atrb.dnge cif 
firſt & ſecond to rhe Epheſians: ler 
him compare thoſe chapters to- 
wardthis ſumme;, and he ſhall find 
irnone otherwiſe. 

Foraſmuch then as Adam and 
Euc had faith in God , & ſtoode fo 
roward Ged,thatthey knowledged 
the ſelues to be finners, & truſted 
to be faued onely ny 5 blefſed. | 


Cy 


Gen. 3.20. 


26 Of Adam 
ſcede,giuing them ſclues ouer wil- 
lingly into the- diſcipline & nur- 
tour, trauaile and trouble of this 
rime.No man can ſay contrarygbut 
it followcth,, that our firſt elders 
wereChriſtians. Neuerthcles we 
will —_— the ſame yet more 


clearly, b 20g) Moyles wordes follow- 
ing : A cated his wife Hs- 
ne, becauſe ſbeſhould be the mother 


| widews fuih of all ling. For alloone as he was 


now thorow the pro + 

miſcof God, and belcued that he 

and his poſteritie (which cls were 

EIS xa tyrre deuill, 8& 
..of ſhoulde ljue chorow the 
Ts 

r Heua,for the 

RIOTS of the martrter,and 


praiſing ofhis faith: for he bele- 
ued, harthe now liuing in the po- 
| wer of the blefſed ſeede ſhoutde 
Mgr not onely quicke en | 

ro this 


LE jw 2as we call other 


creatures liuing) but liuing,thar is | 
toſay,children of ſaluation.For A- 

. dam had loſt erernall life from him 
Tt ws from vs his poſteritie:bur 
he ſame is given ynto ys againc 
thorow 
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thorow Ieſus Chriſt our Lorde. A- 
dam - foraſmuch as he belccued, 
_ = his wives name, hke as 
we t for great weighty cau- 
ſes the names 4 pads. x places, 
cities and men were chaunged: 
Thus was lacob called Ifracll, $i- 
mon,Peter,Luthz,BetheLEue had 
now a name of life , for Haiah in 
Hebrug is as much to ſay, as Life. 
_ was ſhe non? 7 thar is 
to ſay, Woman, becauſe ſhe was ta- Ggea. 3.21, 
hey dodea my: 77 oops upper s 
the Hebrue is called 1/ch. Gene.z, 
And thus is it manifeſt, what faith 
"Adam had , whereby we may well 
. ſuppoſe that Eue had none other 


rh 
Pf 
2 


But God vſed his mercy and1o- compert,belp! 
uing kindnefle yer furthermore,c- «1d we % 
uen in the middes of all corretti- \ndnefo in 5 
on : for when he would now expell NY | 
man out of paradiſe into miſerte, 6 
he doth vnto him in euery condt- 
tion, cuen as a faithfull farher, 
which for ſome miſdecede purterh 
his ſonne away from him,norwith- 
ing leaucth him not viterly 
'C es, bur prouideth him a 
garment and comforecrh him with 

S C uy 
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Of Adam 
friendly wordes,and rhen firſt ſen- 


deth him away from- him . Eucn” 


thus duch God the father of hea- 
uenalſo. For firit he clotheth Adi 
& Eue againſt the fioſt and rem- 
peit of weather, inaſmuch as (by 
the meanes of finne) the weather, 
the carth.the ayre & all creatures, 
were no more ſo ſubic&, tame and 
obcdient vnto man, as they were 
afore the fall. Therefore eucn now 
at this preſent time wharſocuer in- 
conuecnicnce and harme is in the 
ood creatures of God , it comerh 
the meanes of our finnes. Af- 
terward doththe Lorde comforr 
the 6 rom FG _ with 
ve wordes after this ma- 
—_ Rebolle » Adam js become like 
one of 'v1, or: toe, Adams ſhall be as 
one of v1, andit ſhall happen umo 
him,4s to one of 1,and he ſhall know 
good & enill.This doth God ſpeake 
whick: is one in ſubſtaunce, and 
three in perſons: he propheſieth 
here vato Adam , that he ſhall 
know or hauc experience of good 
and cuill: That is ro ſay,that ypon 
earth he muſt feele proſperitie 8& 
aducrc, miſeric and. trouble, 


ſower 
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ſower and ſweete, and muſt ſuffer 
neceſſitie , payne and affiition. 
Yetin all this muſt he be conitane | 
and pacient,foraſmuch as nothing in ms « rags ; 
ſhall happen vnto him, ſauc cucn ori, - 
the ſame that ſhall happen to one 
of them. And he meancth the 
Sonne our Lord leſu Chriſt the ſe> 
conde perſon in the holy Trinitic. 
Wirh this his paſlion, and thorow 
the ſame doth he comfort Adam. 
As though he woulde ay: ler the 
paine, forowe and trouble which 
thou mult ſaffer ypon earth, not 
vexethee, and conſider that one 
of vs alſo ſhalltake vpon him che 
kinde & nature of man,8& that the 
ſerpent ( as itis ſayde afore) ſhall 
treade him on the heele, that is to 
fay,he ſhaldye, he ſhall be oppreft 
& haue much afflition & trouble 
all che dayes of his life.In the ſame 
meaning alſo did the holy Apoſtle 
Peter ſay: Chriſt ſuffred for our ſakes, 

gane vs an example , that we 


ſhould follow him,and gee m his foure- 


1.Pct.3. 21. L 


Alemn fa 


4, 

Ourof allthis is it eaſte to vn- 
derſtande , what faith and know- 
ledge Adi had of our Lord Chritt: 
C iy 
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Namely, that he knew in him very 
dand manhood, and thar 
c ſaw in faith his paſſion & croſle 
a farre of. Moreoucr,thar the paſ- 
fonof Chriſt once done for all, 
breaketh the kingdom of the deuil, 
. andbringeth life againe toſuch as 
fairhfully beleue* Secondly , thac 
itis toourliuing, an example, ar 
the which we ought to learne pa- 
ciencein 9 Wy , anddaylyto 
dycfrom all cuill. And herero now 
ſerucall doarinesof pacience, of 
ben the crofle, of deſpiling rhe 
world, and mortifying or putting - 
of the olde Adam, which things 
contained and with many & good- 
ly wordes handled thorow ourtthe 
Prophets and Apoſtles. As for A- 
dam,and Eue,they lacked none of 
theſe things, though they had nor 
the matter in writing. For God 
ſpakeitallto them him ſelfe, and 
wrote it intheir heartes, Morcouer 
our firſt EJders had no Churche, 
$,nor ceremonies , ſauc onely 
e bodily offering, a repreſentati- 
on ofthe ſacrificing of Chriſt,and 
cxcrciſcs or tokens of thankeful- 
neſſc, For how ſhould Cain and A- 
bel 


—c 
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And Exe. 30 


belels haue knowen any thing of 
ſacrificeif they had not receaucd 
che ſame atthe cuſtom of their fa- 
ther? Who with his wife Eua the 
mother of vs al,was faued by none 
other worke or merite of man,bur 
onely thorow and in the blefled 


ſecede our Lord Icſu Chriſt, 


CAP." V, 
Fhat the boly Pairiarkes alſo vuere ( byj- 
. flians,and ſaued by Chriff, 
Vch faith in Chriſt Ieſu as we 
now haue ſpoken of,did the ho- 
ly father Adam (no doubr)teache 
his children: thattheyalſo mighe 
plante in their children the pro- 
miſe of God, his mercy and deuiſe 
concerning the Meſlias or Saut 
our,thar was for to come. And tru- 
ly Abel had fuch a notable faith 
in God, that the holy Apoſtle 


Paule wrote of him after this ma- Heb.ar.4. 


ner: Thorovy faith did Abel offer a 
greater ſacrifice then did Caine, and 
thereby obtained he wvuimeſſe thas 
he wua righteous. For God barere- 
cord zo his gifies, Inaſmuch then 
as it can not be denyed , butthar 
althey which are iuſt & righrteons, 
79? 


32 The holy Pamiarke: 

be made righteous thorow the 

blefled feede'. And Abel was iuſtt- 

fied.It followeth that he was made 
ightcous thorow faith in Ieſus 

Chit. n thar he did ſacrifice, itts 

a token and frute of a hearr thar 


was thankeful, and feared God. It ' 


was no ſuche enterpriſe, that he 
woulde clenſe and make him ſelfe 
acceptable ynto God thorow that 
qutward facrifice . For cerraine 
is, that no outward oblarion puri- 
ficth man within. But the grace of 
God praunted vnto vs thorow Ie- 
ſus Chriſt,purificth vSaright. And 
the ourward facrifices of the olde 
fathers, beſide thatthcy were ro- 
kens of thankfulneſlc, prayſe, and 
magnifying of God , (as itis ſayde 
afore) were figutes of the onely 


perpetuall ſacrifice of our Sauiour 


Chriſt. Andn this bchalfe they 
were euenas much as Sacraments 
of thinges to come.Thus alſo,and 
in like vnderſtanding haue our 
firſt fathers done (Crifice , as 
hereafter it (hall fo!lowve more 
largely. 

Now like as in Abel there is ſer 
forth vmto ys an cx ample of Gods 


ſecde 


 — 
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ſcede and of a regenerats-rrue 
faichfull Chriſtian man.Sois Cain 
a ſecede of the ſerpent, a childe of 
the deuill , which deſpiſed the in- 
ſpiration of God, and harkened to 
the deceatfulſerpent.And in theſe 
two brethre we may ſee what God 
mcaned,when he ſayd:1 ni par en+ 
mutie berwene the (cede of the woman 
end thy ſeede. As though he would 
ſay : There ſhall be rwo maner of 

le, the one ſhall cleaue vio 


pe 
Chriſt,the bleſſed ſecede, the other , 


ſhall ckane vnro the deuiliio Aint 
: theſe rwo Ee 


wiſc agree , butbe at variaunce in 
faith and rchgion. I wllendew my 
ſecde that they ſhall cleave onely 
vnto me, feare me, honour and 
wor{hipye me,ſeeke al ſaluationin 
me thorow the bleſſed ſeede, liue 
vertuouſly, honeſtly & ſoberly.The 
ſhal the ſcrpent tempr their ſecede 
with hipocnſie,not to loue me nor 
ſerue me arighr, not to hold of me 
as they ſhould, ner' ro truſt in me, 
bur to loue the world, & to follow 
the luſtes 8 rcntations thereofAl 
this find we here intheſe two bre- 
threo,in whom beginneth the ficdt 


= 


(ain the faw- 
they of wv Ui6« | 


ke dreſſes ' 
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For Abel was ſimple, godly, 
& ofa conſtant faith in God. And 
in _ as he _ _ + 
re , be brought him gitres 

vr hes , no doubt be- 
cauſe he had firſt giuen ouer his 
ſoule and all his power vnto God, 
at whome alone he ſought al good 
without any hypocriſic. He was al- 


and followed not his owne tenta- 
rions . And for this faith ſake did 
A his ſacrificepleaſe God: bur Cains 
pleaſed him nor, for his heart was 

D not right with God: he was a dil- 

ſcmbler, greedy & vnfaithtul per- 
ſon, aan EY ncarr ns 
vpon ca ings, «lway deſpi- 
ſing Gods day and "oor hi 
ownertentation. Which thing was 
euident inthis, that he hauing no 
cauſe (onely of a wilfull heart,and 
thorow the temptation of the ſer- 
pent ) murthered. his owne bro- 
ther: Whereby he hath obray- 
ned to be the Archfather of all 
murtherers, which perſecure and 
murther the ſcede of God (thar's 

tofay, the rue beleuers) onely for 
ther 


\,——_ 


ſoinnocent,vertuous and friendly, 
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their faithes ſake. Thus became A- Abel the firf# 


bel the firſt marty- and inſtcumene T9 

of God and of Chriſt inthe holie 1171. vFibe 
church . For rheſe two brethren deail. .. 
haueſert forrh before vs, the whole 7 
barrel and ſtrife, which the war!d, 
the citie of the deuill, the childrea 
and citizens of the-curſed citic 
(wherein the ſerpent is heade and 
maſtcr & hath the dominion, ſhall 
make againſt the citic and citizens 
in whom Chriſt is the hzade, vnto | 
the end of the world.the freemen The dfrzes © 
of the citic of God and of Chriſt, of 1757 a»d 
dot cleaue onely vnto God,)ſerue //*/4t%+ 
him with all ther heart, build only 

vpon Chriſt. The citizens of the 

ſerpent deſpiſe God, and yer they 

boaſt of God, to whome allo they 

offer & do ſeruice, but nor as they 

ought to do. Nowe whenthey per» 

ceaue that their faith is not right,. 

and thar their hypacriſic is eſpied 

and miſliced, then fall they romur- 

thering, to the which God is an e- 

nemiz, and forbiddeth it with.his 

worde. For Cain alſo exhorted he 

from his purpoſe & faid : Thou ne- 

deit not to arme the becauſe of thy 
brother,for thou haſt none occafis 


36 Thabely Patriarkes 
robe angrie with him © For if thou 
docſt _ thou ſhale finde jr,and 
haucioy thereof : but if thou daeſt 
not right, then is thy miſforrune, 
fiane and treſpaſſe open, and rhou 
ſhalr ſhame and deſtroy thy ſelte. 
Thy brothergocth on without faulr 
he ſhal do.chee no hurtnor barme: 
he ſhal alſonotbe Lord ouerthee, 
nor miniih thy right: Yea he ſhall 
hbaue reſpe& vnrothce, and thou 
ſh2lthaue dom:nion ouer hum,and 
ſo keepe thy birth right, and ſtill 
remaine the firſt borne, although 
his acrifice be acceptable varo mc 
and notthine.Ceaſe therfore from 
thy wicked purpoſc,and offend nor 
ag2inſt thy brother. 

Bur Caia cid as. all vngodly do. 
For he went forth, and flue his in- 
nocer brother. And afterward whe 

the Lord would haue brought him 
into rhe ———_— of hus great 
ſinne, and pardon him,he deſpiſed 
the yoicc of the Lord with craking 
& facing. For the which cauſe the 


| The ff de- Lord was wroth with him,and cur- | 


ſcd bim. Thendiſpaircd he firſt, & 


went forth and became yet mores 


wicked , deakakogerher vagedir 


| 
+ 
| 
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| hopegthatin Abels ſteadeGod had 
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ſerce firſt his minde vppon earthly 

thinges, rhoughtto exalr his name 

_ carth & builded the byſt city, 

which he called Hanoch: he begac 

ſonnes & daughters, bur lide feare 

of God was before their eyes,inſo- 

much tharrhe Scri lh : As Gen 4-25» 
dam lay with his be e ayaine and ſhe 

bare a ſonne ,, whome ſhe called Seth. 

For God ({ayd (he) haih genen me an 

other ſeede for Abel, whom Cain ſlew, 

Seth alſo had aſonne, & he called him 4 
Enos., And then began men to call v-. *3 
pon the name of the Lord, Qut of the 3 
which wordes it is cafie to ynder- ; 
ſtande, that as touching holy A- 44am ves: 
dam, he held no more of Cain,the =## of rhe +3 
as though he neuer had had child, [4th o/C <i> 


For Adam feared God: Cain with | 
his progeny deſpiſed God,andbe- » 7 
came the ſerpentes generation. 4 
Wherfore when Adam had gotten _ 
af orher ſonne,, he was of a good \ 


geuenbim an other ſonne, which 
ſhould doc rizhr, and of whom the 
rxoate of the blefſed ſeede ſhou'de 
ſpceade out afterwarde , For the ” 
which cauſe alſo he called him O—— g 
Scth, which by vs is calleda plans, ;,,, F as,” 1 
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meaning,that God had ſer & plan- 
ted himas a braunche, ourof the 
which Mcſſias ſhould be borne. For 
asfor Cain, he douted ofhim. And 
from the ſame Scrth proceeded the 
generation of the righteous vnrill 
Noe, and from him ro Abraham 
and ſo vnto Dauid, & from thence 
forth vnto Chrilt . This Seth re- 
paired our holy faith, which recca- 
| ucd great hurrte at the death of A- 
© Therezaratis bel. This did Scrh(l ſay)foraſmuch 
| ofoar farh, as he beinge taught inwardlic of 
n God, and by mouth or outwardly 
of Adam, lcartncd his children and 
their {gdc,ro purtheir truſtin God 
3 and to comfort them ſelues inthe 
= bleficd ſeede,& ro cleauc vnto the 
| | fame, Foritis written manifeſtly : 
> Gen.q.26. Andihen beganne mento cal vpon the 
3  _ nameef the Lord, Tillthistime was 
_ Ademlife. Adam with Heua his wife onely 
> a true frende and feruer of God. 
The generationof Cain was now 
well ſpreade abroadec, and come 
totwo hundrerh and fiftic yeares ; 
and aboue, butthe more parte li- { 


——__ tt." a. HE. = KA —_ — a a 


ued withoutthe feare of God, vn- 
repemaunt and yngodly, Where- | 
fore inaſmuch as the generation of 

Seth 


_ truerightbeleefe & Gods ſeruice, 
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Seth now i andthe feare 
of God & right beleefe was among 

them,the Scripture ſayth well And T* ral vpen 
then began men to call upon the name = Ro 
of the Lord. Andby this calling y- | @, * 
pon,doth the Scripture meane the 


thathe moſt alloweth. Of the pro- 
genic therefore of righteous Serh 
ſprang the ſeruauntes of God, and 
prelidentes of our Chriſtian fairh. 
As for the curſed generationof 
Cain and of the vngodly, it was 
deſtroyed and drowned with the | 
floudc. 5 
To the holy genealogie of the T. 
true belcuers, pertaineth the Pa- 2 
triarke Enoch of whom it is writ- 
tc, that he walked before God, that 
is, he ordered his life and conuer- 
ſation akogerher afrer the will of 
God, being conſtant and vprighr 
(no doubt ) in all thar, which God 
had ſpoken varo Adam. Therefore 
became he alſo an example ofthe 
immorrality of the ſoule and reſur- az 
re&ion of the bodic, and that all v3 
Gods ſcruaunts ſhalbe ſaucd after -: 4 
this life. For thus ſayeth the Scrip- : 
ture, And inaſmuch 2: be applied hmm 


Heb.11.5. 


5 hed ency 
A greateſt, 


| The vvurath 
= God vpen 
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ſelfeto walke after God,Ged rooke him 
away and he was no more ſecne. The 
holy Apoſtle Paulc alſoin the 171. 
chapter to the Hebrues ſpeaketh 
veric excellently of Enochs faith, 
ſo that no man may dout, but thar 
he had reſpe& to the bleſſed ſede, 
and pleaſed God thorow Chriſt. 

Moreouer,the enmirtic betwene 
the children of God and of man 
(thar'is the iflue of the —_ 
grew eucr more and more: ſothar 
on the one fide the multitude of 
God increaſed, and on the orher 
fide the multitude of the deuil:Yer 


of the vwic- | the laſt the multitude of the 


wicked was greateſt. For when the 
childrE of God withheld notthem 
ſelues from the children of the 
world, = _ wiucs & huſ bids 
among the, they begar rough peo- 
ples which had no faith ar Bd 

wed only after their owne luſtand 
tentation,forgat God vrterly,& re- 
garded notthe hundreth & rwenty 
yeares which God gauc them to a- 
mend.Therfore was God conſtrai- 


ned, fo to puniſhe the vnfaithfull . 


world ones, thatall poſterities vn- 
tothe ende of the worlde might 
haue 
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haue aterible example of the iuſt 

wrath of God:whereby they mighr 

lcarne, how yngodlines & vnrigh- 

reouſnes diſpleaſerh God. Thus the 2q oe; foud, 
Lorde brought the floude vpon all co] 
the carth, ouerthrew all that ſtood n 
vp, anddeſtroyed cucry thing thar 3 
had hfe, when the world had itood Py 
nowathowſand, fix hundreth and 
Þx and fiftic yeares , For ſo many 
yeares finde we in the fifth and ſc- 
ucnth of Geneſis, where it is writ- 
ten,that Noe was 605, yeares olde, 
when the floude came yyyon the 
carth. Now if we recken the yeares 
ofthe old fathers in the fifth chap- 
eer yntill Adam, we ſhall finde the 
foreſaid ſumme. And thus the iſye 
of the ſerpent had an ende, and all 
vngodly 8 vnrighteous liuing was 
m__ ſuppreſt and deſtroied of 
G 


Andin this horrible deſtruQion 

of the vngodly, _ CG 

fued(he being the ci pre- 
ſ:rued in yo. Arke thorowe the {4 
race and mercy of God. Here our The fri tri> > 
hire iſtian faith had the wwphe of _ ©» 


vitory & erumphed. For Noe was 
of our faich, ens ofthe ſede of God 
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our Lorde lcfus . 'Yeathe Arke or 
as we may eaſcly vnderſtande by 


ing then that Noe was preſerued 
thorow the Arke, it followerh that 
he was aued by leſus Chriſt, ther- 
fore is it manifeſt , that he firſt be- 
leuedin Chriſt. Noe alſo was he, 
with whome God firſt renued the 
couenaum made with Adam . For 
it isbur one coucnaunt only cuen 
the forelayd promiſe & end made 
by God vnto Adam . Howbenthe 
{ame coucnaunt was afterward at 
certayne times renucd by reaſon 
of certaine occaſions. Here might 
Noe haue thought that all the 
worlde and all men ſhoulde vrterly 
haue bene vndone, foraſmuch as 
the&ord ſayd: Iamderermined to 
deſtroy all feſh.. Therefore imme- 
adderh moreouer & ſaith 
But with thee will .1 ſet vp my cour- 
nan, that is to ſay , whatſocuer 
pertayneth to my couenaunt, and 
what | haue promiſed Adam al- 
readie, the how will L ſurely and 


conſtantly make good:and though 
I 


. 


& put his truſt inthe bleſſed ſeede- 


ſhipof Noe was a figure of Chriſt, 
1,Pct. 3.22. the wordes of S. Peter. 2.Pet.3. Se- 
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I now deſtroy the worlde, yer will I 
performe myeruth thorowe thee. 
For I will preſerue thee aliue, hos 
the blefſed ſeede promiſed a- x24 
fore , may hereafter be borne of * (2 
theei in his generation. To this did The /acr/fce 
Noe truſt, and was preſerued of of Nee, 1 
God thorowe Chriſt . Moreouer 
whe he was come out.of the Arke, 

he did lacrifice,and thereby decla- - 

red the thankefulnes of hishearr by 
and belcucd, howe that he knewe 

that he had al good of Ged,which 

ſhould alſo geue him a ſecede, thar 

with acrificing of him ſclfe ſhould 
reconcile & pacific God, For thus 

fGayththe Scripture, Noe builded an Gen. 8.20. 
altare vnto the the Lende,ultnckeof af 

waner of cleane bexſtes and foules,and 
offered burns ſacrifice vnto the Lord © 

Q* the Lord ſmelled the ſpeete ſancur, 

end ſayd in his hear: : 1 will no more 

crarſe che earth for mans ſake. exe. So 

ſayerh gy in us ffth ro the E» 
phefians. YVatke ye in lone, w_ as Fphe. 5.2 
Chriſt bath laned v1, v7 gaue him ſelfe 

for vs aneffering a e I——_ 

ſanoxr vnco God y Eueric 

man may learne — _ " 
ſwecrte ſmell of che ourward facris 
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” GCatovers ficc of Noc, dd nor chicfly pacific 7 
*.. ſacrifice rhe God, and per reg ; 
: Fyreef  thatthorowe the bodily ſacrifice, & 
fa. as figured the facrifice of Chriſt, | 
% and for his ſake he was mercifull * 
— yntothe world. For oucr Chriſt he - 
"— ſayed ar Iordan when Chriſt was * 
Ws: Marth. 3-17. baptiſed : This is wy deare beloned 
| ſorng in whome 1 am pacified or re= 
conciled, | 
Th cimam-  Behdesthis, the Lord gaue Vt- 
dementes ge- to Noe certaine lawes, but none 0+ 
ves vaio Noe thertheneuen ſuchas he had ge+ 

—_—_ his Hans & written . 

irhcartes, | perta 


3 wo ahead beans: 
BI dren, re 6 ringing ot ehEded 

| all, that is-written concerning nur- 
tour,cleanlinefle and temperance, 
of care and bringing ypof children 
tathe feare of God, vertue, obedi- 
ence and learning, The ſeconde 
forbiddeth violence and deceate, 
namely , that no man ſhall care 
bloud.For it is a figuratiue precepe | 
commaunding , that no man get 
his liuing by murther , by oppreſ- 
b- fing the poore, by vſuric, by extor- 
W- - * con, by falſhoode and deceare, 
I Morcoucr all thinges living were 
ſubdued 
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fubdued-vnto him, and all meares 
were permitted him . In, conchu- 
ak Pyrex pormarerr ins 
c cir n , 
the ſame is here renued vnto Noe 
and his children, and required of 
them. 
Ot Noe came afterward all peo- Therevve 
Fay yea amonge his three ſonnes Nee vie 
her Sem ey, eo he had borh * lace y 
the dfadag God & ofthe froward mn 
erpent, is, ſuch as hadre 
etal and them gs 
rdedrhe deuill, O_ _ Cham the 3 
the ans, A s,B ft idelatey 2 : 
——_ _ a wiiegs afier rig 
idolatric, offeri nangey an 


from whome f religion came 4 E. 


vppefirſt, and was broughtin a- i 
mong other nations by the hel wc 
efiinellorpear, wilaide c = 
Greekes, Romayace , and other 
people. 

By this it is good to vnderſtand, 
that our holy Chriſtian faith is &- 
derthen any other . For here may 
weſce clearely, thataftera thow- 
iand & certainc hiidreth yeres (al- 
moſt inthe eight hundrethor nine 
hundreth yeare) came ypthe firſt 
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lara nd $offring to images, andyer came | 
ng _ Ne curſed men. For curſed .} 
of mages, Cham was the beginning ofthe E- 2 
vngod- * 


cn. 10.6, pyptians,and Nimroth 


torcioner and tyraunt was the 
rſt foitder of the king 


dom of Ba- 
bils, which kingdom with the buil- 
ding of a mightic tower , ſer forth 
Gen. 11.4. his pride. Neuerthelefle the hand 
of God declared it ſelfe immediar- 
ly,as it is read in the cleu&th chap- 
ter of Geneſis, Finally,in the gene- 
ration of Cham had the gn 
t power: howbcit in C= 
Tie hooker alſo ( of whome the 
Almaines come)8 n the poſterity 

of Sem, he had his iſſue hikewile. 
Of the progenic of Sem were 
Genat.1o, borne Abraham, lſaac,and lacob. 
WE B7- Gen.1t. Andasitisfaydafore,the 
| 3c pot W figcere fauh was ſomewhat darke- 
| nedin Chaldea:therefore d:d God 
call Abraham out from the idola- 
rrie, and renued with him the olde 
- true Chriſtian faith begonne with 
| Gen.:3.1i, Adam,andfayd; Gen.12, Get thee 
ont of thy connerie op from thy kinred 
and from thy fathers houſe vnto the 


lend that I will ſhewe thee, and 1 vill 3 
ble 


n 
w ©. - 
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bleſſe thee , and make a" great nation | 
of thee, And in thee ſhall all the na+ 
tions of the earth be bleſſed .\ Trem in 


_ the 22, chapter ſpeakerh God yet 


more clearcly and fayeth : Inthy Gen.22.18, 
ſeede [hall all the nations © f the earth 

be bleſſ-d. This doth Paule declare 

inthe third rothe Galathians, and 

ſayth: In thy ſeede which is ChrifF. Gal.z.8. 
Therefore was the ſame nbw an 0- 

ther renewing of the promiſe of The promife 
Chriſt the bletied ſeede . For firſt revevved's 
was he promiſed vnto Adam,after. 
ward was the promiſe renued with 

Noe, and now with Abraham. And 

allthis now is but one promiſc,one 

Sautour, and one faith . Abraham Abrahams 
alſo beleucd in leſus Chriſt, & was {1% 
ſaued by faith. For leſus Chriſt 

ſayth him ſelfe in the eight chap- 

ter of John: Abraham ſave my dy, Toh, 8.56, 
and reioyced, What is now the day 

of Chriſt butthe clearenefle of the 

holy Gofpell? This lght had he 

not bodily, bur ſaw it with the eyes 

of faith , and the ſame made him 

ioyfull and faued him . For Chriſt 

isrhe truc-ioy of troubled conſci- 

ences. : Thus became Abraham 
thefather of all faichfull belcuers, 

$8 D 


Rom.4.16, 


Gal.3.29. 


(Abrahams 
( briſtian 


vvorkes. 
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Roma. 4. And if we belcue and do 
as Abraham did, then are we A» : 
brahams children, and ſhall reſte 28 
with him in his boſom, cucnin the 7 
kingdome of God Luke. 13.28. 16, * 
22. 19. Math.$. 11. Paulalſo rothe : 
GalathiZs in the 3. chapter ſayerh: * 
If ye be Chriſtes, then are ye Abra+ 
hams ſeede, and heires according to 
the promiſe. Our of this faith in 
Chriſt,did Abrahz chriſtia workes, 
For with a good will left he his 
owne natiue countre ,allidols and 
all images: all misfortune, hunger 
and miferie tooke he paciently : he 
was not harde againſt Loth his ne- 
hew,bur did icopard his body and 
ife forthe opprefſed: he was libe- 
rall, mercifull, and harberous : he 
prayed feruently vntoGod forthe 
poore finners : he ſuffred oppreſ- 
fon, violence and wrong , and for 
Gods fake alſo he thought to ſa- 
crifice and offer yp his owne moſt 
dearly beloued ſonne Iſaac. Final- 
ly, there is no rcaſonable good 
chriſtian worke , but thou ſeeſt ir 
in the life of Abraham. Therfore 
tovs allo for an example of our 
faith and conuerſacion , he is ſer 
forth 
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forth of the Lorde him ſelfe and 
his Apoſtles thorow out the new 
Teſtament. 

Here alſois it manifeſt, that our The faith of 
holy faith is elder then the Iewiſh the levves, 
faith. For the lewes doe boaſte 
them ſclues of the Circumciſion, 
and becauſe they are called Iewes 
and lfrac!l, and that the lawethe 
prieſthodde and Gods ſeruice was 
geuen vyntothem . And yet Gene. 
15.6. and 17.'t. and Rom.4, 18. it is 
eujdent, thar Abraham was Gods 
frend and iuſtified or made righte- 
ous, or euer he was circſiciſcd. For 
when he was circumciſed, he was | 
99.yeare olde Gene. 17, Now was Gen.17.24, 
the promi'e made vnto him many 
yeres afore. The ſcripture alſo ſay- 
eth plainly: Abraham belened God, Gen,1 5.6, 
and the ſame was counted mo him 
for righteouſneſſe. Gene. 15. So was 
it manic yeares after, or cuer 1f- 

*racll and luda was borne,of whom 
they haue taken their name. The 
Jawe alſo was geuen 4 3 0. yeares 
afrerthe promiſe, as Paul made | 
the reckening. Gal. 3. It followeth Pw, 3 we > 
therfore that our Chriſtian faith is , briflia faith - 
2048.yeares elder then the Circit #, 3 
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cifion, and 2449.yeates clder then 
the law, the Pricſthoode and cere- 
monies of the Iewes. For from A- 
di vntothe floud,were 1656. yeres © 
And from the flo:de vnuill the de- * 
parting of Abraham out of Caldea 
362,yeares.Fro that time are reck- 
ned 430. ycares vntill the depar- 
ting of Iſrael out of Egypt, And on 
the 50, day afterthe departing,was 
the lawe giuen vnto Ifiacl vppon 
mount Sina, Ex<d.19.20.And after 
certaine dayes was the Prietthogd 
and ceremonies appointcd them. 
Wheras God ths made a coucnant 
with Abraham , when he orday- 
ned the Circumciſion, Ir ſeruerh 


more to the confhrmation of our 
| holie Chriſtian faith , then to rhe 


main:cnaunce of the Iewithe cerc- 
monies. 

Iſaac and Iacob were Abrahams 
children, not onely aftcr the fleſh, 
bur allo afcer the ſpirite . For they 
had the fanh of thcir f:ther and 
graundfather Abraham, put thcir 
ruſt onely'in God thorowe leſus 


Chriſt, & liucd a ſober & vertuous 


life, Of chis doth 5 Scripture beare 
th] record thorow out: Yea lacob, 
whom 
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whom the Lord alſo called other- Gen. 33.28. 
wiſe [ſracl ( of whom afterward all of !frael 
the people of God receaued the =D the If- 
name lſracll ) had many viſions of 


the Lord Chiilt,as with the ladder Gen. 38. 


thar ſtoode vpon the carth,the a 
reaching to heauen, on the waic 

the Angells of God went vp and 
downe.For herewith was repreſcn- Iaceb ſavve, 
ted ynto him the Lord Icſus,which = C _ 
is the way vnto heauen, the trueth *" St ris 
and life , without whome no man ,,,. 
commeth vnto the father, Vpo the 

viſfion of Iacob ſayerh he alſo him 

ſclfe, lohn.1. Yerily I ſay wnto you © Tohan-r.57, 
huince forth ſhall ye ſee the heaueno- 


pen, aid the Angells of God going vp 


and downe Upon the ſenne of man. 
And ſfoconſtant was Iacobin re- 
membring the ſame, that aftcr- 
wardcat the commaundement of 
the Lorde, he ſer vpin the ſame 
proce an alcarc, nodoubr (as iris 
ayed before ) for a figure of the 
crolle and ſacrifice of Chriſt, and 
there honoured he & worſhipped J 
the Lord, he commaunded all his Gen,z5.2. © 
people alſo, that they ſhoulde for- | 
fake ſtraunge goddes, & gzue him 
the idolls that they had brought 
D uy 


- 


- Gen.49.10., 


| Joſeph. 
' Tofeph a fi- 
- gure of [c- 


#3 The holy Patriarkes 


with them out of Meſopotamia, & 
he buried them vnder an Oke that 
ſtood? beſide Sichem,Gen.35.And 
when he would nowe dye, he pro- 
phecied yeryclearely of the Lorde 
Chriſt, howe he ſhoulde be borne 
out of the kinred of Iuda, and that 
he ſhoulde be borne the ſame time 
thatthe kingdome ſhould be taken 
from Iuda. Which thing alſo came 
ro paſlle in Herodes time, Forin 
the 32. yearc of the raigne of He- 
rode, was Chriſt borne atBethle- 
emin ſewry. Whereofthe wordes 
of Iacob are theſe : The ſceprer ſhall 
not be raken away from Ind, nor 4 
ruler from his feete , till Schila come 
(rhat is to ſay, the Sauiour, and he 
in whome all nations ſhall be bleſ- 
{cd an the people ſhall fall no 


The faith of him, This Redfaſt faith of Iacob 


did Ioſeph follow alſo which mor- 
tied his owne fleſhe, declared pa- 
cience in aduerſitic and priſon,and 
excrciſcd great iuſtice and equitie 
in his goucrnaunce. He wasa fi» 
gure of our Lorde Icſus Chriſt, 
who alſo being ſolde of his owne 
vnto the bots , preſcrued his 
brethren alive. So that from the 

| beginning 
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ſtian faith endured 2300. yeares. 


forc the lawe, were faued, not tho=- 
rowe the lawe, nor by thelr owne 
ſtrength & deſeruing, but thorowe 
the blefied ſeede our Lorde lefus 
Chriſt, 


CHAP. V1. 


The lavv »f God gexen by Moſes, leadeth 
vato Chriſt, and maketh mention 


HE Ifraclites after the death 

of _—__ vnull their depar- 
ting and deliueraunce out of A#- 
gypt,werein the lande 140.yeares. 
And like as before in the time of 
Noe the dwelling among the wic- 
ked became occaſion of falling vn- 
tothe righteous : Euen ſo now did 
the Iſfrachtes learne idolatric and 
all ynhappineſſe of the X ypri- 
ans, For the which cauſe a cy 
were ſore opprefieda long ſeaſon, 
howbeit there remayned yer many 
excellent men which kept ſtillthe 
olde faith, & hated the Shinn 
ribs of the Egyptils __y of Moſes 

| J 


lavy. 


And thus all holy Patriarkes be- ' 
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beginning of the worlde vntill the The contins- 
death of Ioſeph, the right Chri- <#*ce of faith 


«ſore the. 


eMo/es, 
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Heb.11.24. Which was born 6o.yeres after thee 


death of Ioſeph)ſayrh Paule: Moſes 
therew faith when he grew wp and was 
great, refuſed to be called the ſonne of 
Pheraos dauchrer : and choſe rather 
ro ſufjer educrſtie with the pecpie of 
Ged, then to enioy the pleaſures of 
firne for a ſeaſ.n, and effeemed the 
rebuke C f Chriff greater rich efe, then 
the rreaſrres of AEg»/t , fer he had 


The faith of reſþc&t tothe reward, Hebrues 17, 


Nowe canno man defire to ſuffer 
with Chriſt, except he hauc know- 
Icdge of Chriſtes ſuffering, There- 
fore Moſes in the middes of al per- 
ſecution had knowledge of Chriſt, 
and the faith in Chriſt. Soi: there 
no dour,but more vertuous people 
had this true faith , which were all 
oppreſ{; dand vexed in Z#gypr,like 
as afterward the right faithfull be- 
lcuers were Gineuha more perſe- 
cured: as 2mog the Heathen in the 
time of the Iudges and kinges of 
Iuda and Iſrael: ynder king Antio- 
chus :vnder the Emperours Nero, 
Traianus, Domitianus, Maximia- 
nus, Iulianus and other. As for the 
vnbeleuers, thev in ſuch miſcrable 
tames receaucd thereward of theit 

| yntbankcfull 
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vnthankefulnes,diſobedience,ido- 
latric, and blaſphemie. 

But when the appoynred time 
came which God had foreſcene & 


opened ynto Abraham,Gen.15.he Gen. 15.13, 


brought the people of Iſracll-by 
Moles out of Agypt, with and 
rhorow great wonders and tokens, 
By the which he firſt declared his 
power, then his louing kindneſle, 
and merci? towarde his owne, and 
his ternble wſtice and vengeance 
againſt his cnemies: whereby all 
the world mightknowe, that there 
was none other iuſt and true God 
ſaue the God of lirac!], in whoſe 
hande onely conliſterh all things, 
whiche alſo of his mcere mercic 
preſcrueth his owne, and with 
right wdgement rewardeth his e* 
nemies.Specially this is moſt won- 
derfull, that in this great buſincfle 
and worke he hath fo mighrelye 
ſette forth the redemption perfor- 
med by our Lorde leſus Chriſt, 
yea and ch! Wane ir to bea yerie 
m_ redemption. For the ſame 
night (when they ſhould depart a- 


way and be diſpatched inthe mor- ,,. - 7 
ning)\the Lord commaundedthem Lye, b, 


We--vx ol 


Ioh.r.29. 
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to kill a lambe, and with the bloud 
thereof to ſprinckle the dores and 
poltes of the houſe : So when the 
Angell that in the ſame night flew 
the firſt borne of the Agyprians, 
ſawe the bloude, he ſhould doe no 
harme, and ſlay no man therein, 
Exod.12.3. Now teſtifieth Paule. 1. 
Cor. 5. 7..that Chriſt Iefus 1s our 
Eaſter lambve & patlconer. So faith 
S.lohn.Behvld the iave of God, which 
ttheth away the ſinnes of the worlde, 
Therefore were not the Iſraclites 
ſpared, becauſe of the bloude of 
beaſtes, but for the bloudes ſake 
of the bleffed ſecede that was pro- 
miſed for rocome. And thus the 
whole deliueraunce our of Egypr, 
was a figure of the truc redempris, 
by the which we are del;uered fro 
the power ofthe deuil and from e- 
uerlaſtinge death thorowe leſus 
Chriſt, and brought intothe Jande 
of promiſe,cuen to cternal ioy and 

ſaluation,which Gcd promiſed yn- 

ro our fathers Adam, Noe , Abra- 

ham, Iſaac, and Iacob. 

Now when the Lord had caried 
his people out of Xgjpr,& breught 


them thorowthe red ſea dric ſhod, 


and 
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& had drowned Pharao with al his 
people, he commaundcd his tulte 
to prepare and clenſe them iclues 
at mount Sina. For he would binde 
him ſelfe ynto them, receme them 
as his owne people, and giuerhem 


his lawe and ordinaunce . Which 77+ giving of 
thing he alſo did , and appointcd ibe lavw, 


his law him felfe, ſpake it with his 
owne mouth, and wrote it with [11s 
own hngers in two tables of ſtone. 
Inthe one and firſt table he orday- 
acd fourc commaundemcrs, con- 
cerning the worſhuppe and loue of 


God:Namely, thatwe ſhould take The forf# ra- ; 


him oncly for the true and 1ighe *e, 
God,andnone els behde or except 
him : That we ſhould worſhip and 
honour him onely, & in no wie to 
haue any other God, comfort, or 
hope. Icem that we ſhould inno 
wiſe make any unage or picture of 
any things, and ncither to worſtyp 
them nor {cruc them . Moreouer, 
that we ſhould not take the name 
of God in vaine, or lightly. And 
that we ſhould halow the Sabboth 
daye. Inthe other table ordained 
he fixe commrundcmentes cons» 
cerning man.And like as the foure 


Matth.2 3, 
37+-39- 


The ſeconde 
Talle, 


The lavve 
 avvriten in 
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firſt are: comprehended in theſe 
wordes: Thou [halt lone the Lord thy 
Gd with all thy heart. &c.Eut6 fo are 
the ſix contcined in thelc wordes 
folowing : Thou ſhalz loue thy neigh= 
bour as thy ſelfe, The commaunde- 
mentres are theſe : Thou ſhalt ho- 
nour father & mother. Thou ſhalc 
not kil. Thou ſhalt not breake wed- 
loke. Thou ſhalt not ſteale. Thou 
ſhalt beare no falſe witnelle. Thou 


\ſhalt nor luſt. In all thcſe com- 


maundementes is comprehended 
allchat ſeructh for a godly life,and 
that any where is written of God, 
of truc ſequing of God,and of right 
vertue towarde this worlde, 

Who ſo now doth well ponder 
theſe ten chapters or commaun- 
dementcs,and compareth them to 
the doinges and workes of the ho- 
ly patriarkes and old fathers which 
had no lawe in writing . He ſhall 
finde, that the Lorde nowe with 
this his written lawe beganne no 
new thing, neither ought that was 
not afore in the worlde, but rather 
renewed the old: & the law that he 
hitherto had writtenin the hartes 
of holy men,now when the pools 
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had gotten them ſtony hearres, he 
wrotethe ſamein tables of ſtone. 


For that we _ ro worſhippe & Thefrſt c3- 


ſcrue God onely,and to hauc none 
other Gods, the ſame did the holy 
farhers ſo belcue and keepe , thar 
al their conuerſation & doing bea- 
reth recorde thereof. Concerning 
images or idols, it is cuident, that 
Jacob buried the idols of Meſopo- 
tamia vnder an oke beſide Sichem 
Gen.35 4. We may perceave alſo 
by the othes of Abraham, Iſaac & 
Iacob, how the name of God was 
had in reuerence amonge them of 
olde, and not taken in vaine. The 
Sabboth did notthe Lord ordayne 
here firſt , but on the ſcuenth day 
of the creation.Gen.2.3, The fame 
did the fathers keepe aright no 
doubr.Iohan.7.22.Whereas Cham 
had not his father Noe in reue- 
rence,he was curſed for it. Gen.g. 
25. Aduoutry didthe heathe rulers 
forbid vnder payne of death, as we 
may lee, Ge.z6.10.11, Wherby itis 
jy 4 to yndecſtid,how the bleſſed 
frends of God kept holy wedlocke. 

How contrary theholy me were 
vnto theft &deceate, irappeareth 


maugndermment 


7, 


f, 
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inthe partingof Abraham & Loth, - 
Gen.13.6.8.9. Andin lacobs faith- 
fulncflc and handling with Laban 
his fatherin law. Gen.29.37.30.33. 
31.6.Lying and falſe dealing was fo 
farre trom the holy fathers, thar 
for keeping their credit and truth, 
they obrayned very great comme- 
dation. Notwithſtanding they were 
rempred with cuill as all men be, 
cl burthey reſiſted the wicked luſtes, 
The ate: For manifeſt is the chaſte atte of 
ovrittenin Toſcph, which would not touch his 
ſtone vvuas mailters wite,nor defire her. Wher 

falfedofore fore intheſe commaundements is | 

nothing written or required , that 

was not alſo qeted of rhe fa- 

thers afore the lawe, and perfour- 

" med thorow true faith in Chriſt. 

The Lord therefore began no new 

thing with his people,when he de- 

livered them the tables of the Jaw: 

Onely he would bringe mito a ſhort 

ſurme and ſer inwriing , all the 

lawe thatthe fathers had (bur nor 

together, nor comprehendcd in a 

fumme) to the intent thar they 

ſhould the lefſc be forgotten ofthe þ|f 

peoples which thorow their dwel- 

g in Egypt among — 

4:0 
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falſe bclcuers, were brought into 
ſoreoffence and ſclaunder. This 


muſt now be re&ified againe after 
this maner. As for all the lawes & 
ordinances, which afterward were 


The lavves 


added vntorheſe two tables, they $i%en after 


were not ioyned therunto as prin- 
cipal lawes,bur as by lawes,for the 
declaration and better vnderſtan- 
ding of the ten chapters or com- 
maundcments . For the perfe&t 
ſumme of alllawes, the very right 
rule of godlinefſe,of Gods feruce, 
of rightcoulaeſle, of good and cul 
conuerſation,is comprehended al- 
ready inthe two tables. 

But here might ſome men make 
obieCtion and lay : If all rrueth be 


contayned intheſe ten cmomaun- 
dements, how happeneth it thar 
by no token there is mentt6 made 
ofthe bleſſed ſeede promiſed vnto 
thefathers ? Hitherto is it decla- 
red and promiſed ynto the holy 
fachers, that rhey ſhall be ſaued 
thorow the blefled ſecede our of 
the very grace of God,& for none 
of their owne deſervings : but now 
are written lawes which comaund 


andforbid ys, as though we tho- 


lhe x 600466 


dAermets vue 


by lavvues. 


0 iedtion, 


Anſvvere, 


Gal.3.15, 


62 The law of Mol es 


row our owne workes and deſcr- 
uing (as namely if we keepe theſe 
commaundements) ſhould be ſa- 
ucd and acceptable vnto God. 
Wherc is nowe Chriſt 2 Whereis 
the faith ofthe Patriarkes? Heres 
nothing heard of faith, bur much, 
yea onely of workes ? 

Anſwere. This obicQion hath 
deceaued many, that they haue 
had notight opinion and faith of 
the grace of God and our righte- 
ous making.Therefore wilwe now 
piuc no anſwere out of our ſclues, 

ut {cr forth holy Paule, &lct him 
anſwere, that the anſwere may be 
the more ſure,and the berter cite - 
med. Paule inthe 3. chapter tothe 
Galathians writeth after this ma- 
ner: Deare brethren, 1 will ſpeake af- 
zer the maner of men, when a mans 
Teſtament 3s confirmed , n» man doth 
Gghtly regarde or deſpiſe it nor addeth 
onght thereto. 

Nowe were the promiſes made n- 
z0 Abraham and to hu ſeede, He 
ſaythnot : Inthe ſeeders, as inmany, 
but #s incne: And m thy ſeede, 
which is Chrif?. All theſe are Paules 
wordes, andthe meaning of them 
15: 
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is. Foraſmuch as the Tceſtaments 
or workes of men, areof ſuch re- 
puration inthe worlde, that when 
they are made,ordayned and con- 
hrmed , no man darc addc ovght 
rothem,or minithe anything from 
them,but cucry m4 wuſt 'ctthem 


» Q 2 b 1 d * * , 
be as they areof thcmſclues : Itis g,4, rfe. 
much more reaion that Gods Tes mot, 


ſtament or bequeſt remaine ſtill, 
and that nothing be added co it,or 
taken from at. Now did God make 
a Teſtament or bequeſt with A» 
braham, and promuled him there- 
in,that he would giue him a lecde, 
in whom he & his children thould 
be ſaued., And the fame faluation 
did he expreſly appoynt in one , 8 
notin many. Whercfore we muſt 
addc nothing vnto. Gods _— 4 
ſeeing he hath promiſed vs ſalua- 
tion in Chriſt oncly, and not in 
many(thar is to ſay,in no creature, 
not in our owne power and workes 
ofthe law)neither mult we thinke, 
thatthe lawe was afterward added 
to the intEtas though Chriſt were 
notable to ſaue vs, oras though 
we might obraine ſaJuation by our 
owne wotkes our of the lawe. For 


Gal.3.17. 


Sa'uatien by 
grace,not by 


deſert or 
wvorkes. 


Obie 10s 


: 
 Anſvvore. 
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thus followeth itin Paule word t6 


ward; This Teſtament (I ſay) which 
afore w.1s confirmed to Chriſtnard , is | 
not diſanulled or made of nine effeft © 


by the law (which was giuen beyond 
forre hundred yeaves thereafter.) For 
if the inheritaunce be gotten by the 
lan thenuit: _ by the promiſe, 


But God gue it freely unto Abraham + 


by promiſe, Th eſe are Paules words, 
out of the which eucry man may 
vnderſtand,that tothe generation 
ofman, ſaluation is giuen onely of 
the grace of God thorow the pro» 
miſc, and thorow no deſerving at 
all: And that the lawe of the pro- 
miſe (thatisro ſaye, the bequeſt 
and Teſtament of God ) is no- 
thig miniſhed, bur that the ſumme 
remayneth without blemithe , 
namely, that ſaluationis giuen vs 
freely. 


Burhere might one askc: See- , 
ng that the ſaluation is clearcly e- * 
nough expreficd afore the lawe, *: 


and is aſcrybed onely vnto the 
grace of God, why woulde God 
then adde the lawe ? why was he 


not content with the Teſtament a- - 


lone? Therefore followerh it now 
in 
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in Paule: /Yhy then ſernech the law? G4) 3-19. 


Is was added becauſe of tranſgreſſions, 
will the ſeede came thatwas promiſed, 


Theſe are Paules wordes, which 
are thus to be vnderſtande;: The 
lawe was not giuen becauſe of the 
promiſe ro make it of none effect, 
and to teache that men are | ſauced 
by workes , and not thorow the 
grace and free liberalitic of God: 


but it was ___ becauſe of tranſ- VV by the 


greſhon, that is to ſaye , becauſe {4v» vv« 
t wen 


that the people of God in Egype® 


had tranſgrefſed the way and truth 
of their one , and knewe no 
more what was finne, right or vn- 
rigat , wherein ſtoode Ghats or 
damnation: for they were corrupt 
thorowe the longe dwelling” a - 
monge the Idolaters of Egypr. 
Therefore did God ordayne them 
the lawe , out of the which rhey 
mighrtlearne the will of God, what 
finne, right or vnright is,and to 
knowe them fſclucs, to goc into 
themſclues, andto conſider how 
that the holy workes which God 
requireth , are not in their owne 
power, for the which cauſe all the 
world hauc great neede of a Mc» 


| 
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promiſe, 


Gal.3.1 9. 
20.21,22, 


33.24. 
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diatour.And thus the law was giue 
ro further the ' promiſe , namely, 


that we thorowthe law might be ; 
led onely vnro Chriſt. For thus fo” 


lowerh itin Paules wordes: And it 


was ginen of Aungells by the hand of ' 


« Mediator. A Mediatonr is not4 


Mediatour of one onely, but Gedis . 


one. 15 the law then againſt the promi- 
ſes of God? God forbid, Howbeir if 
there had bene giut alaw which could 
bane given life, then no doubr righte« 
owſnes ſhanld come of the law. But the 
ſcriprare hath ſhut wp all under finne, 
that the promiſe ſhould come by the 
faith en Teſus Chriſt, giuen unto them 
that belewe.Befcre faith came (thatis 
80 ſay,leſius Chriſt in whom we belene) 
we were kept and ſhut vp vnder the 
law, wnto the faith which ſhould af+ 
rerward be declared. Thus was the law 
or Schoolemaiſter unto Chriſt, that 
we might be made righteous by faiwh, 
ec.By theſe wordes of Paule may 
every man vnderſtande nowe for 
what cauſe the law was giuen, and 
how it is not contrary tothe pro- 


© miſc ofthe foreſayd ſecede, but ra- 


ther bringeth vs from our ſclues, 
and from all creatures, onely vnto 


Iclus 
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Icfus Chriſt . The lawe therefore 
cohrmeth the firſt promiſe c6cer- 
ning the bleſſed ſeede, & reacherh 
that we obraine al faluation in him 
oncly. Howbcit itis alſoa rule of 


our life, —_—_ Vs What WE {ue by. 


_— todoe, and what we ought 
to Jeaue vndone, Yet on our fide is 
all vnfcutefull, where faith is nor. 
Bur where faith is, it ceaſſerh nor 
thorow loue to worke good accor- 
ding to the lawe : all LR and 
praiſe being referred vnto God, to 
men nothing but ynpertenes. 
God allo amonge his people 
wrought many things, whereby he 
ſertthe cauſe of Ieſus Chriſt clear- 
ly afore the eyes of the people, as 
iris expreſſed afore by the Lambe 
of the Paſſzouer, Likewiſe is it 
where as Moſes hanged vp a ſcr- 
pentin the wildernes,that all they 
which were ſtonge and poyſoned 
of ſerpents,ſhould bchold the bra* 
ſen ſerpent hMnging, and not dye, 
tut beſaued abue. Wheras doubr- 
Iefle the outward bcholding of the 
braſen ſerpent,ſauednotthem thae 
were poyloned: but it was God, 


which wou'd fo declare, that his 
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ſonne ſhoulde be hanged vpona. " 
crofle,tothe intent that cuery one -; 
which were poyſoned and dcfiled: 


by the olde ferpent & finne, ſhould 


belcuc in the ſonne of God, & liue * 


Wiſeds,16, 12 him. For ſois it written, Sapicns 


6.7. 
The braſen 


1ohn. 3.14. 


35. 


=... 


3. 


Chriſt the 


x 
XY 
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16,They bad a token of health accor- 
ding to the commanndement, For who 


Con comple conuerted , was not made whole by 


the outward thing which he (awe , but 


( by the) which ant the reſtorer of 
heath and Sawiour of all. And yet _ 


fayth Chriſt more clearcly, lot. 3. 
And like as Moſes ſet vp the ſerpent 
in the wilderneſſe , enen ſo muff the 
Sonne of man be lift vp,that whoſoener 
belenethin him,ſhould not periſh, bus 
hae eternall life. 

» Andastouchingrthis, the holy, 
Apoſtle Paule bringeth in another 
ſcntence,r.Cor.1o. and ſayth: Bre- 
thren,l mould not haue you ignoraunt 
of this,that our fathers were all under 
ze cloude, and all paſſed thorow the 
ſea,and were all baptiſed under Mo+ 
ſerin the cloude and in the ſea , and 
did all eaze one ſpirituall meate , and 
dronke of one ſpirituall drinke . But 
they dranke all of the ſpiritnall rocke, 
that follaged them, which rocke was 
Ckriſt, 


Leaded uo Chrifl 


69 
Chriſt, 

Beſides this, if we confider the 
declaration of the lawes of the 
firſt rable ( which reacheth howe 
we ſhall behave our ſelues righr 
rowarde God, to loue , worſhippe 
and honour him,to ſcruc him and 
ro cleaue onely vnto him) we 
ſhall finde in the ſame firſte ra- 
ble, the whole cauſe of Chriſt, 
For all that afterward was orday- 
ned and appoynted concerning 
the tabernacle , the Prieſthoode, 
and the oblacions, pertayneth to 
the ſumme of rhe firſte table, for- 
aſmuche as the Scripture and the 
mouth of God calleth it his law, 
precept, commaundement, vſc 
and ſtatute, ordinaunce and ſer- 
uice. Andif thou aske: how can Queſtion, 
God whichis a ſpirite, be-ſerued 
with outward, viible , and fleſhly 
thinges, asthe foreſayd ceremo- 
nies of the Iewes are ? I aunſwere: Anſvvere. 
Such outward rices of the people 
of God were ſacraments and to- 
kens of heauenly inuifible good 
things,and were not the heauenly 
riches the ſclues. Wherefore, 
ncither ſerued nor pleaſed G 
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that vſed & did fuch ſervice withs: 
out faith & hfting vp of the minde.; 
But they thar put their truſt ang 
God,cleauing onely vnto h:m,ang? 
lifting vpthezr hartes higher, and® 
remayned net inthe vulible thingy * 
thoſe pleaſed God. Whereas they 
had but one altar and one place 
appoymees where they ſhouiddoe 
ſacrifice. It fignified the crofle of - 
our Lorde lejus Chriit, and that 
he ſhould be offered vp bur once, 
and that in one place) for the 
inne of the wo: 1d.Therfore where 
as the high Pricit alſo cuery yeare 
went into the inwarde tabernacle 
with bloude, Irfgnified, that our 
Lord Icſus ſhould come into this 
world, and ſhed his bloud once for 
all,to forgiue & clenſe our ſinnes, 
and ſotoaſcend vnto heauen. Yea 
all oblations arid all ſheddings of 
bloud inthe facrifices of theolde 
fathers, ſignified the death of our 
Lorde leſus Chriſt . Nothing was 
clenſed among the without bloud, 
which Gonificeh , thatall the pur- 
e bloud of leſus Chriſt, And 
the Pricſthood whith was ordays 


ging of our vncleanes is done | 


ned. 
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ned for to teach,to pray and make 
interceſſion, to offer and doe ſa- 
crifice, repreſented the office of 
our Lord Chriſt: Which came into 
this world,to teach vs the truth & 
rightcouſnes ; Then to offer him 
ſclfe to the father for our ſinnes,8& 
after the ſacrifice done, to riſe vp 
againe from death, to aſcend vnto 
heaue,there to fit at the right hid 
of God, and cucnthere asa true 
high Biſhoppe ro appeare alway in 
the preſence of God, and to praye 
for vs. This is the ſumme of the 
rytes and ceremonies of the olde 
fathers, the vnderſtanding ofthe 
hgures,and the ſpirite of the letter: 
whereof holy Paule hath written 
much inthe moſt excellent epiſtle 
ro the Hebrues, 

Our of allthis is it eafte ro yn- VV the ce+ 
derſtand, how that theſe ryres and "I if 
ceremonies of the fathers,were ſa- ,,,,, privy 
craments, and giuen tothe people 
of God.Notthar they with the ler- 
rre and outward viſible, & corpo- 
rallthing ſhould ſuſhciently ſ-rue 
God whichis aſpirit, but that they 
thoulde lift vppe their mindes a- 
bouc the ſame to the ſpiritual 
E 


thinges, pondcringthe mercye of '_ 
God: bone the which he = ag. 
moued, is become 10us Vnto* 
vs.And when he might haue dams; 
ned vs for our finncs & miſdeedes, 
he ſpared vs for his ſonnes ſake, © 
whom he gaue yntodeath,& his in 
nocent death hath he accepted 
for our finnes.Such a faithful con- 
fideration (which is the true be- 
lefc) pleaſethGod, and with ſuch 
afaith is Godſerucd, and ſuch a 
faith would the Lord haue taught 
&plantedinvs, with the foreſayd 
rytes and ceremonies. Therefore 
all chey that pleaſed God amonge 
the olde fathers, pleaſed him nor 
for chelerters ſake, butby reaſon 
of the ſpirire, 

When the ſacrifice a!ſo and ce- 
remonic was executed after the 
ordenaunce of Godinthe congre- 
parion.the beloued frends of God 
| ad notonly reſpe& vnto the out- 
© Thegodyc3. ward thinge, bur much rather be- 
* fderationef held they Chriſt with the eyes of 
L- #hefather. faith, andthoughtthus: Beholde 
4 the will of God hath ordayncd to 
doe ſacrifice for finne, now are we 
all ſinners and detrecs vnto God, 
infomuch 
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Leadcrh unto Chriff, 7} 
inſomuch that he hath power and 
riphrt ouer vs, thatlike as the beaſt 
which is now ſlaine andoffred, dy- 
eth,and hath his bloud ſhed: Euen 
ſo might Gad now alfo kill vs all, 
condemne vs for cuer. Neuerthe- 
lefſe he hath taken vs to his mer- 
cy,and promiſcd ys a feede, which 
ſhould thus dye on the crofle, and 
clenſe vs with his bloud, and with 
his death reſtore ysynrolife:which 
thing no doubr ſhal as furely come 
o—_ as this beaſt is ſlayne and 
offered nowe afore our eyes . And 
like as the bloudis ſprinkled ouer 
the people,for the bodily clenfing, 
So 'y the bloude of Chriſt be 
ſprinkled vpon our ſoules,8&c. And 
out of ſuch a thought and faithfull 
conſideration of the facrifices , 
grewe repentaunce and forow for 
their finnes, a gladnefſe, prayſe, © 
comfort and thankes giuing ynto 
God the mercifullfather . And ro 
this doe ſerue certaine Pſolmes, 
which were made concerning the 
ſacrifices. mu on - ſerue a on 
rebukinges of the holy Prophets, 
and > or oe of he black. 
ons . For the cxternall pompe 
Ey 
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. prieſthood, holy daies,ornaments, 


and ſhewe of the offrings, withour 
faich in God and the bleſſed ſeede, -- 
is nothing worth, yea it is rather a= ** 
bominable vnto God, as thouſeeſt ® 
in the firſt chapter of Eſfay . Thou * 
wilt aske: Might nor God haue 
jeu. i and ſhewed his peoplethe 
cauſc of Ieſu Chriſt and of true 
beliefe, nonc other way then tho- 
row and with ſuch coſt , pompe & 
glory of ſacrifices and other gor- 
one of the Church? 1 an- 
were: If the people had nor fallen 
to more wickedneflc in Egypt tho- 
row their dwelling amonge the I- 


dolaters, but had conſtantly and | 


ſtedfaſtly remayned, as did theic 
fachers Abraham, Iſaac and Iacob, 
then might they well haue consi- 
nuecd by the olde ſhorte ſumple 
fourme,asit was amonge the holy 
fathers. Bur now had they ſcenc in 
Egypt an outward coſtly Gods ſer- 
uice,with teples, alrars, ſacrifices, 


&c . Likewiſe the idolatricincrea- 
ſed dayly in all the world, fo that 
now there was vtterly no people, 
which had not their owne out- 


ward ceremonies, wherewith they 
ſcrucd 
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ſcrued God. To the intent then 

that God might retaine his people 

wan the c6paſſe of faith in one god, 

andin the blefſed ſeede promiſed 

afore: to the intent alſorthat rhey 

ſhould no or” _— ſeruice 

to any other Gods , or take ypon 
ang ſcrue God after the ma- Ads, ns 
ner of the Egypuans or of other 4 long ſermics 
hcathen, he appoynted an out- a7engthe 
ward gods ſeruice, and commaun- {ev**3 
d:d to doc the ſame vnto him, & 

els ronone, and in the ſame plea- 

{cd ithim. to ſerforth all the cauſe 

of the forclayd ſecede, till he came 

& perfourmed all things in deede, 

that they had figuratively in their 
facrifices. Morcouer,God (accor- 

ding to his wiſedom) of his ſpeci- 

all mercy and good heart thathe 

hath ynto mans generation,would 

with theſe outward rokens tender 

out weakeneſle : which of ſpirituall 
heauenly thinges hath better vn- 


derſtanding, when they are ſhew- I 
ed vmto it by corporall viſible 
thinges. God therefore chorow ,, 


ſuch corporal! repreſentations, la- aefe,. _ .,; 

boured to ſhewe vnto that groſle 2 

& fleſhly pcoplezthe heautly cauſe 
| E ij 
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of his ſon2e. Neuertheles the cor- 


para viſible thinges were giuen _ 
longer , duc vnrll rr © | 


of the g. Bur nowe' that ba 


Criſt hath appearcd,and fuliled 
and perfourmed all charwas writ- 
ren Ls) figured of him in the laws 
and the Prophers, the figure ceaſ- 
ſerh, and the outward ſacraments 
of Moſes law,arc of no more value 
ro be exerciſed and yſcd., Thus 
much be ſayd ofrhe ceremonies. 


Lavvericdi. Where as befide: the 'ceremo- 


an ___ is much written alſoin 
w concerning ciuill pollicie, 
ordinaunce , iudgement , to liue 
ly _ well _ mw 
ying and ſclling, 

warre andpeace. 7 inheritaunce 
and $,of lawes martrim- 
niall: hf a aan 'of the wic- 
ked: of the indgemenr and coun- 
faile: of lending and borowing, 8c. 

leis nonewes atall, and ſcrueth 
a r for the declaration of 

the fixe commaundements of the 
ſecondtable, and is comprehen- 
dedinthe weedes of Paule. Ronu 
F- - 13. Lonethy neighbour as thy ſelfe. 
* Andinthe wordes of Chriſt: _—- 
2:4 


Of the holy ſcripnure, T7 
thou wouldeft not have done ymto thee. 
doe not thaw to ancther . Manth.7. 

Suche lawes and rules to lue in 
peace,in a ciuill order and in yer- 
tc, hauc alſothe' good holy fa- 
thers had from the beginning of 
theworlde, written in their hatres 
by God him ſelfe . Now hath God 
alſo cauſed all to be comprehen- 
ded in writing by Moſes, to the in- 
tent thatthe world might haue all 
more clearcly and perfely , ard 
that no man might excuſc him ſelt 
of ignoraunce, 


CHA?, VUI1L., 


| Tha originall of the boly Scripture and 
. futh thereof, 


Ti matter which 1  haue hi- has <> or 

therto treated vppon/, haue 1 *, 

ed of my ſe but taken ir Prove Tt Rk 

=- the mouthe and wordc of: by Moſer, 

God, For God ſtirred vppe Mo- 

ſes to write and leaue bchind him 

all the matter, for our learnin 

and knowledge. This did now.Mo- 

ſcs with great faithfulneſle, and | 

comprehended all in foure bokes. 77, x, tele 

TOOTE called St of Moſts, | 
ay 


AQ.7.22, 


18. , Theoriginall 
creation, from the beginning of 
the world ynto his time,of the cre- 


ation of the worid beginning of all 


nations,and of the Partriarkes and 


olde righteous ſeruaunes of God, : 


oftheir faith and conuerſarion, of 
the promiſcs and workes of God. 
The fame wrote he as he was in- 
ſpyred of the holy Ghoſt, andas. 
he had receaucd of olde fathers,& 
ſomwhar as he found in the bokes: 
ofthq Zgyptians . For Moſcs was 
excellently wellcarned in all wiſc- 
dom of the Xgyprtians, as Steuen 
doth witnefſe of him, AQ.7.The o- 
ther three bookes wrote he of his 
ownetime, according as he him 
ſclfe was preſcnt,ſawe,and knewe, 


And ſpecially the ſeconde booke 
concerning the departing tur of 


Agypt, howe the: people of God 


were oppreſledin Xgyprt, howthe 


were punitthed , how [- 


ſraclwas dcliuered, receauecd the - 


lawe,and ſet vp a Tabernacle with 


a gorgeous ſcruing of God. Inthe: 
thirde booke which is called Leui- : 


ricu$,are writtc the ſpirituallawes, 
namely ſuch as concerneth tho 
Prieſtes andthe Prieſthood, rheir 


office, 
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office, liuing,kcnowledge,ſacrifices 

ſolemne feait dayes, 'rites, cere- _ 

monies and ſuch like. In the fourth The fourth 

which is called Numeri, he wry+ 6. 

tcth atlength, how they went tho- 

rowe the wildernefle, and came to 

lordane, with a rehearſall of their 

order and number, of their mur- 

muring alſo and puniſhment, and 

of certayne viforics, with a reme- 

braunce of certaine lawes and ſta- 

eurcs.Beſide allthis he made yet an 

Enchiridion and ſumme of all the The f/4 

aces of his time and of the lawe v90ke-. 

of God, which is called Deutero- 

nomium : the ſame commaunded 

he to be laycd inthe Arke atthe 

motion of God, & that it ſhould be 

red ynto all the 'people as it is mE- F 

cioned. Deut 31. Andintheſe fiue The original” 7 

booukes geuen vs of God by Moſes, Soptareof 

1s the whole grounde of our holie ny Jar. 

faith. For all the Prophetes after- 

warde grounded them.ſclues vpon 

the ſame, and wrote thereour, like 

as afterward our Lord leſus & the 

Apoſtles poynt vnto Moſes. Nei- 

ther did cuer any righteous man 

of vnderſtanding and thar feared 

God, doubte mw thinge or bla 
Y 


The lavve 


wprittes i 


ne neV vs 


yomg, 
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The origiall | 
ſuch Scripmu 


ning the lawe, howe it is nonewe 
thing, but euen the onely will of 
God, but nowc comprehended mn 
writing : Morcouer that all the law 
poynreth vnto Chriſt, andtharall 
men of right ynderſtanding which 
hued vnder the lawe, were Chri- 
ſtzans. For manifeſt is it that Paule 


Rom.10.4. ſayd: Rom. 10. Chriſt 3s the ende of 


the lawe , to inſtifie enery one that be» 


Gal.3.23. Jeneth, And Galar. 3. Or ener faith 


thatis to lay, Chriſt) caverewere 


and ſhut vp wnder the lawe wno 
the faith which ſhoulde afternarde 
be declared. Thus was the lawe owr 


ſehoolemaifFer onto Clrift , that we 


might be made righteous by faith. All 


this I ſuppoſe, will be gewe and 


nge in Many heartes neuer- 

I rruſt that all they which 

haue ynderſtanding, doc ſee, and 
knowledge thatthis is the true, old 
_ and godly Dimuinity and The- 
ologie, which aſcribeth all honour 
vato God the father thorowe _ 

6 Lot 


res. Andfrom 
ch true ſeruauntes of God, haue 
we hitherto receaucd our matters } 


Thus much haue I fayd concer» | 


: 


| 


4 


: 
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'Euen ſo are we brought into the e- 
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'the lawe, nor thorowe our owne 


-did keepe,maintayne and defende 
ſpirite and vaderſtanding thereof 


All rue Iſraelites, x + 


Lorde Icfus Chriſt in: the. holie 
Ghoſt.To whom be glorie & praiſe 
for eucr, Amen. 


CHAP. FI. 
All vertmous K ineei and the people of 
Iſracil, iraited unto Chriſt and 

. not 10 the lavy, . 
Frer that the lawe was geuert, | 
and Gods ſcruice fet vp , Mo- 
ſcs the ſeruanme of God died, be- The dearh of | 
ing an hidreth and rwenty yeares + 
olde: andatthe commaundement 
and commiſſion of God, he lefr 
Gods people to be ruled and gut q 
ded by the faithfull vahaunrloſue, Teſve vwwes 4 | 
which alſo was a 6gure of our Lord fxw%9f * 
Jeſu. For like as it was not Mo- ©*'#- 
ſes, but Ioſue that broughre the 
pcople intothe lande of promiſe: 


. 


ternall reſt, not by the workes of . 


deſeruing bur by grace thorow Te- 
fus Chriſt: hike as it is alfo with ma- 
ny words expreſſed of holy Paulr, 
Hebr.4.3.&c. This Ioſue no doubr, 


Gods faith and religion, wihthe 
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and taught otherrokepe the ſame, 
; - hke as he thorow Gods inſpiration #F 
S receaued it of the fathers by Ma+ - 
ſes. Which thing though it be eui- {| 
dencin many poyntes, yet is itma» F 
nifeſt ſpecialle by this , char he 
woulde not ſuffer the children of 
Ruben and Gad and the halfe tribe 
of Manaſſe, to.ſcrvp and haucan | 
other alkare, beſide the onely al- | 
tare that the Lord had appoyntcd 
them. For herein ( as it is mencio- | 


_ afore ) __ +. 5a _ 
ce of the only crolle, 

E, rom, wr aero of 'Tefu Chriſt. |} 
X Therefore woulde not Ioſue, that 4 
| any thinge ſhoulde be ſerre checke | 
mare with the crofſe and oblation |' 

of IcſuChriſt, bur thatallhonour || 
.of cleanſing and forgeueneſle of | 
finnes ſhouid be aſcribed only vn- | 
to him. ; 
Whereas Ioſue nowe and other | 

_ Judges, Rulers, Princes and Kings | 
E, & of 1ſracllafter him vſcd fore and 
; moe ſought great warre, ſtroke many horrible _ |: 
* maxadement, Dattcls, deſtroyed much lande and i 
q peoplezand ſhed mens bloud with- | 
out meaſure, he did it as a chicfe 
hcadandasaninſtrument& vellel © 
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Trufted in ChrifF. 
of God,at the commanndement of 
God,which woulde ſopuniſh the > 
dolarrie, the grear finne and blaf- 
m_ of the , which he 
ad long ſutfred,& exhorredrhem 
to amendment, burfor all his pa- 
cient abiding they would nor con- 
uert: Thoſe nowe did he roote our 
thorowe the ſword of hisbeloued 
frendes:ſometihe deliuered he his 
people with the ſword of the righ- 
reous,& ſaucd them from the þand 
of their enemies. For becauſe of 
the ſinnes of his people , he gaue 
them oucr ſomerime into the ha 
of cheir enemics, ronoutture and 
corre them with the rod:then fell 
the people of God, and fled before 
their enemies, and were ſubdued 
& opprelt of the vngodly, tillthey 
knowledged their finnes, called v- 
pon God & amended,purtingthei 
truſt in: God: onely , thorowe the 
blefled ſcede,worſhipping him on» 
ly, calling vpon him, and honou-« 
ring him according to his worde, 
caitinge awaye ſtraunge worſhip= 
ping of God, ſernice of idolls, that 
ſhamefull, blaſphemous and vn- 
godly ling. Then. ſent he them 


7 o 


» 3s All ene Iſr aelicer 
| his helpe, and dcltuered themin 
his power , by the miniſtration of 
his pPegncen — | 
warring, deliu and puniſhing . 
was pa Acthly vnfgucbfall works, 
whame no man oughtto follows, 
as ſome bcinge wrapped with the 
An berefie of ynſtcadfalt ſpirite of the Maniches 
the A1#4* and Anabaptiſtes, doc meane. For 
Mel us| 12, Paule expreſlerh clearcly : And 
what ſhall I ſay of Gedcon, Barach, 
Sampſon, and lephtha , Danid and 
Samuel, and the Prophetes ? whiche 
thorowe faith ſubdued Kingdomes, 
wronght righteauſneſſe , obtayned the 
promuſes, ſtefped the mauthes of Ly» 
ons , quenched the violence of fire, 
eſcaped the edge of the ſword,of weake 
were made ſirong, became valliauns 
in battell, naned co flight the armies 
of the Aliames Hebr.11. All which 
workes the holic Apoſtle prayſeth 
& commendcthas excellent works 
of faith. Therefore are they no 
workes of the fleſhe, neither is it 
nowe contrarte tothe holic fauh,if 
Chriſtian rulers deliuer their in- 
Nocent people ( whome God hath 
ſubdued vnto them ) from wrong- 
filviolence, and defende their lt 
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Trufed in Chrif#, '; 
bertie, rightcouſneſſe, houſe and 
lande, or puniſhe the ſhameful 
blaſphemers, idnlaters, and perſe- 
cuters of the holic faicth , and not 
ſuffer them to haue all their mali- 


cious will. Neuertheleflſe this muſt Rulers mull 
be done by them , to whome God panivh, 


hath commirted the ſworde . For 


thus ſayeth the Lorde: ho ſo 4+ Math. 26.53 


heth avay the ſworde , ſhall periſhe 
thorowe the ſworde. Matth. 26. But 
ſpeciallic in the bartells of Gods 
people and of the vnfaichfull , ir 
commeth to paſſe, and is expreſſe- 
lie ſerte before our eyes, that God 
ſayedro the ſerpent arthe begin- 


ning: Gen. 3. 1will pic enimitie be= Gen,z.1g. 


ewene thy ſeede and the womans ſeede. 
For the righteous are the ſecede of 
Criſt, the varighteous and vn+ 
faithfull arerhe ſecede of the deuil. 
Betwene theſe now ſee we great dif 
corde : bur ſpecialiie this, chatthe 
fairhfull doc alway treade the ſer- 
penr onthe heade, though th:y 
them ſelues alſo be birrenin the 
heele. For the right fairhfull bele- 
uers afore the birth of Chriſt in 
the time of 7 promiſe, had nolefſe 


trouble and perſecution, not onely 
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becauſe of finne, bur alſo.for righ- 
reouſnes and faiths fake, thenthe 
faithfull after Chriſtes birth in the 
An errexy, time of grace & perfenes. There- 

fore haue they ſmall knowledge of 
the doinges of the fairhfull, ahi h 
fay, thatthe people of olde were a 


vitorious people, and gouerncd 


ter Chriſtes commingare borne to 
ſuffer, and to no victorie or gouer- 
naunce . Neuerthelciſe in theſc 
wonderfull times ( in the whiche 
Goddes people had. no viRorye, 
and anone wcre ſubducd and op- 
prefled) the true faith continewed 
vpright and vnblemiſhed from Io- 
ſuc forth thorowourt all the Iudges, 
yncill the time and reigne of Da- 
| uid. 

| &f king Ds- Dauidalſowas aman thar ſuffe- 
| wid, red muchthorow diue: ſe and lon 
trouble, thorow muſcrable ditrefle 
and vexation,& thorow ſore perſc- 
cution,without ccaſing, being pro- 
ucd, triedand prouoked, aforc he 
was King , Whereofthe bookes of 
Samuel and the more parte of the 
Pſalmes beareth recorde . But af- 
er that he was promoted ynro the 


king- 


corporal ie, but that the pcople af- _ 
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mrufted in Chriff, * 
kingdome, by God (which fayd: 


I haze found a man after mine owne AQ.13.23 
heart : he auaunced, ſer forth and 
magnified the true faith right di- 
ligently.Here alſo'ro che honour of 
our Lord Icſu Chriſt, wlll ſhortly 
& by the way declare , what know- 
ledge and faith this noble king and 
prophet had of our Lord lcfu.This 
will 1 doe with the declaracion of 
the 110, Pſalme,whoſe wordes are 
theſe: The Lord ſayd wnto my Lerd: p(y1,c10.5, 
Sit thou at my right hand, till I make 

thine enemies thy fotte ſtole. In the 

hrſt verſe Dauid knowledgeth the 

perſonnes in the holy Trinite , the The holy 
Godheade alfo and the crernall Tri" 
kingdome of Chriſt, Thus likewiſe 

did our Lorde [cus Chriſt ynder- 

Rtandand alledge this verſe in the 

Gofpell; Marth. 22, knowledging 

two of the wp = hom one 

only Godhead, For he fayerh : The 
Lord ſayd unto my Lerd. Now Is it M3608 ! 
certaine and vndeniable, that he | 
which ſpeaketh , and he ro whom 
oughrisfpoken , are not one , bur 
rwo nnes.Yeris there bur one 
Lord and God, and they both (the 
father that ſpeakerh,and the ſanne 


 Joha.1.14. 
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rozwhom is ſpoken)are the Lorde, 
e are they one, of one ſub- 


ſtaunce and being , the very true 


God. Neither is the ſonne lefle © 


th< the father.,There can alſo none 
be a father,exceprhe hane a ſonne 
or a childe. Now is the cuerlaſting 
father God, therefore is the ſonne 
allo cuerlaſting . There is alſo but 
one onely cucrlaſting without be- 
pinning; Borh the father and the 
onne are eternall without begin- 
ning,therefore are they one onely 
truce God with the holyGhoſt.Like 
as lohn alſo ſayeth : 1n thc begin- 
ning, ( thatis to ſaye , fom encrle- 
ſiting) w as the worde, and the werd was 
wh Ged, end the worde was God. 
And immediatly therafter ſayerh 
he, that the worde is Iefus Chriſt 
our Lorde . For it followeth ; The 
x orde became fleſh. Therefore doth 


Dauid alſo call the ſonne of God © 


ſpecially his Lord, ſaying:The Lord 


| Math. 22.24 ſayd wvniomy Lorde, And therefore 


| The farth of 


 Daxid in 
(wife 


| John 30.30 Idge : My Lord and my Ged.loh.20, 


calleth he Chriſt his Laxd,becauſe 
he confeſleth and beleueth, thar 
he is his very naturall Lord and- 
God, as Thomas allo did know- 


After- 
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the preaching of the holy Golpeliy 


muſted in Chriſt, $9 

Aﬀterwarde calleth he him his 
Lord,becauſe that after the nature 
of man, he ſhould be borne our of 
his loynes. For thorow outall the 
ſcripture is our Lord lefus called 
the ſonne of Dauid:And rhus doth 
Dauid knowledge two natures in 
Chriſt, the nature of God, and the 
natureof man. 

That the kingdome of Chriſt 
ſhall laſt for euer,and that the kind 
and nature of man ſhalbe exalred 
aboue all heauens ( as Paul ſayerh. 
Hebr.2z.)David teſttfhieth with theſe 
wordes : Sit thou at my right hat, Pl. 110.1. 
rill I make thine enemies thy foore 
foole. For Marke ſayerth in the-16; 
chapter : The Lorde was taken vp im Mark.16.1y 
10 heautn,and fineth at the right hand # 
of God. Of this alſo finde we.r.Cor, 
15.15. Now muſt he needes be ve- 
ric Godin decd2, which raigneth 
for euer, and to whom all enemies 
muſt be ſubdued , yea caſt vtterly 
ynto his feere. Now followeth the 
ſeconde verſe: The Lorde ſhall ſend ' ©: 
thy mighty fteffe one of Sion:thow ſhals * * © 
be Lorde, exen in the middes among 
thine enemies, Here ſpeaketh he of 


:; Cw 
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and how the world ſhould be con- 
_ uerted ynto Chritt, and Chriſt to 


eternall kingdome, thac he is very 


© z;*God, living and raigning for cuer, 

544 bf CE gs but alſo af- 

T be fprrizwall ter this time eternally . Bur here 
kingdoms of ſpeaketh he ſpecially of the king- 
_— ce, where as he raigneth here 


beneath thorow the Goſpell . Fog 


Chri 


is the holy Goſpell, cuen 


wer of God, which faucth 
tbelcue, Rom.1.16, Which 
th Chriſtes enemies frendes, 
h and {miteth them downe that will 
=: not conuerte : ſo that Chriſt hath 
daminion and viRorie cuen in the 

middes among his enemies. Ir is 

he , that with the ſpirice of his 

mouth ſlaycth the Antichriſtes, 

This his word allo & preachinges 

of the Goſpell , came forth tacit 

AR...8.12. from Sion ar Hicruſalem,as Eſaye, 
'S Micheas, and Luke doth reſtific, 
Pſal.110. 3. Nowe followeth the thirde verſe, 

| In the daye of thy battaill ( or army ) 
ſhall thy people be well willing : the 
dew of thy birth is unus thee in an ho- 
I» 


as. ay inthe mid4es of the world. 
inthe firſt verſe 1s yo of the 


the taffe, the ſceprer, the rodde of 


2. 


J« 
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ruſted in Chriſtes, ; 1 

ly maceſtie , ont of the wombe of the 

cleare mornung. Here with doth Da« 

uid deſcribe the ric” and vic- 

torious faith of the chriſtian. For , , 
wh the Goſpell is preached,there 

ariſech a coflit berwene faith and | 
infidelite , betwene the ſecede of : 
Chriſt and the ſerpent , betwene | 
idolarric and trye godlyncfſe. And 

the vabeleuers perſecure the Lord 

Chriſt in his members, that is to 

faye,the faithfull :butchey are well 

content vtrerly to geue ouecr body, 

honour and goodes, their bloude 

and life for Gods truthes ſake. For 

the martyrs and they inthe primi- 

tive Church, being gathered toge» 
ther of the Apoſtles, and after 

Apoſtles rime, haue thus kepre 

rrueth and faith towarde the Lord 

Chriſt, and were willing ro. dye for 
knowledging him. Afterwarde de- 

ſcribeth Fe alſo in the forcſayde | 
verſe, the pure and holy conceptis = 4 
and NDS __— =_ otrag: - | 
And this he with a goodlyfis p20 
militude,& ſayerh:/Thy birth thal- *t 3 3 
be holy and very excellent not vn- 
cleancas } bir of other men:For 


like as the dew out of the cleare 


Plal.110.4. 
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heauenand out of the faire mor- 
ing y is borne as it were our ofa +; 
mothers wombe: Euen ſo alſo ſhale} 
thou be borne holy and cleane,, of 
an vndchiled virgine. Wherofthow ®? 
fndeſt more inftrugion.Luce.r.31, 
The Lorde hath ſrorne,and it (hall not 
ent him : thou at a Prieſt for ener 
ter the order of Melchiſedeth, In 
this fourth verſe deſcriberh he the 
office of Icſu Chriſt,how that he is 
ordained of God to be one one} 
prieſt for euer which [ould offer 
vppe him ſelfe for the finne of the 


world , and alwaye appearc in the 


ſight of God the father,and to pray 
for vs. All this doth holy Paulc de- 
clare atlarge tothe Hcebrues inthe 
5.7.8. 9.and r0.chapter. And ſpe- 
cially inthis ver is grounded all 
y is read thorow our the ſcriprure, 
of the merires of Chrift, of the for- 
peuing of ſinnes , of rightcouſma- 

ing, of being Mediatour, and that 
he alone is the onely Saluacion, 
Aduocate, SatisfaQtion and righ- 
tcouſneſle of the faichfull, The Lord 
1 a8 thy right hande c he in the time 
of his wrath [hall wounde,euen hinges. 
Thus ih verſe teacherh,how _ 
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will cuer more and more ſtand en 4:8... * 
his ſonnes fide, further his cauſe, frag I 
and bring downe & deſtroye thoſe 
kinges,princes,and lordes, thatwil 

not amende and beleue in Chriſt, 

but will rather prouoke his wrath, 

then defire his grace. Which thing 

Herade, Nero, Domician , Maxi- 

mine and Julian hatte proued. Yet 

followeth the ſixte verſe declaring 

the fifth : He ſhall indze among the pry! 110, 6, 
Heathen, ey fill all full of dead bodyer, ; 
and ſmite the headon the wide ground, 

Chriſt is alſo preached vnto- the 

Heathen & reigneth among them: 

but many withſtande Chriſt , and 

them doth he iudge. And like as a 

king ouercommeth his cncmics 

with a batraill, and couereth the 

whole plaine with dead. bodyes, 

viliteth alſo and ſmiterth the head 

of the warre, and the head cirie of 
the cnemics: Euen ſodoth Chriſt _ | 
to his encmies , & dcſtroyerhtheir pre 40 4 
power and kingdome. All which. ,crus. © 
thinges we haue (cence in the olde: 
vnchriſtian empire of Rome, & in 
many other potentates & rs. 
But ſpecially he breaketh the head 
of the olde. ſerpent, according to- 


Pſal.110.7. 


; Philip.2.8. 
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the promiſe, Gen.3.15. Andatthe - 
laſte ſhall he come to iudge the 
quicke and dead , and deſtroye his: 
enemics for cuer , On: of the K - 
in the waye ſhall he drinke , ctherefors'® 
ſhall he alſo lifte vp the beade. Finak © 


ly and inthe ſcuenth verſe , he de- 

cribeth the paſſion of Chriſt and 
his gJorie. In the waye (ſayeth he) 
thar is, in his life while he is in this 
miſeric. He ſhall drinke one of the 
brooke , that is, he ſhall ſuffer and 
be ouercome. For to drinke out of 


the cuppe is aſmuch as ro ſuffer, 


Bur to drinke out of the brooke, is | 


ro be altogether full of trouble , to 
be vexed and tormented without 
victorie, and viterly to be ouecr- 
whelmed with a brooke and ſtrong 
ſtreame of troubles. Thus was it 
his minde rodeclarethe paſſion of 
Chriſt. After the paſſion, followerh 
the glory with the reſurre&ion and 
aſcenfion. Paule Philip. 2. ſpea- 
keth of both, and fayeth: Chrif 
humbled bim ſelfe , and became obe= 
dient vnto death enen the deathof the 
creſſe, VVherfore God hath exalted 
him , and giuen him aname , which is 

abcue all names,orc, Thus much be 

ſpoken 
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ſpoken of this Pſalme, & of Dauids 
vnderſtanding , which he had of 
Chriſt Jeſu & of the Chriſtii faith. 
Vpon this I meruaill, if (after ſo 
euident teſtimonics ) there be yer 
any man, which perceaucth nor, 
that Dauids faith and vnderſtan- 
ding of Chriſt, was cuen one faith 
ms ynderſtanding , with the faith 
that we knowledge and faye : Ibe- 
leue in one God father almighrie. 
&c. As it iSinthe 12, voary of 
the Chriſtian faith . For the holy 
Trinity in one Godheade doth he 
knowledge, nor onely here, bur al- 
ſoin the 33.Pſalme ſaying : Thorow 
the worde of God were the heauens 
made , and all their poter thorow the 
irite of his mouth, For certaine it 
1s,thatthereis bur one onely God, 
maker of heauen and of earth: bur 


Pſal.i 3 3.6. 
The article of 
the holy Tri. 


nite. 


here is the Trinity called Lord or - 


God, worde and ſpirite, Neither is 
there any thinge in the articles of 
the beleefe concerning the God- 
head and manhood of Chriſt , of 


-his conception, birth,paſlio,croffc 


& death,of the reſurre&tion,alcen- 


fion and iudgemer, but it is clearly 


compreheded here in this pſalme. 
E , 
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Thearticles of the holy church, f 5 
forgeuing of ſinnes, reſurre&ion'® 


of the flcthe, and an cuerlaſting: 
life, are conteyned in this plalme; 
and are treated yppon yet mc 


clearly, and with many mo wordes © 
veric ſubſtirially in other Pſalmes * 
David vvas Of Dauid. Therfo 


re had hE our ho» 


called ('brift: ]y faith, and knowledged the ſame, 


fat ber, 


Martrh. 9.27. 


was ſaued therein, and of all holy 


me was called the father of Chriſt _ 


with high commendacion,becauſe 
of the promiſe that was made vt- 


 tohim.Morcouer all the holy pro- 


pheres following , had reſpeR vn- 
to Dauid , _—_ another Moſes, 


and tooke many thinges out of his | 


writinges. For there is ſcarce any 
other ,thar ſo clearly wrote of the 


cauſc of Chriſt as this prophet Da» | 


uid, andtherefore hath he honour 
and prayſe aboue other in 1ſracl!: 
Of whom thou readcſt alſo, Ecclel. 


47-2. Such faith and confidence in + 


God thorow Ieſus Chriſt, had Da- 
uid outof the holy Ghoſt, and our 
of the dodtrine of his Propheres 


Samuec], Nathan and Gad, andof }J. 
other his prieſtes , which alſo had 


the fame of God, and of the holy 


fa- © 
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fathers , ſpecially of Moſes . And 
no doubte, he defircd the honour 
of God & of his ſonne, not to kepe 
itoncly him ſclfe, but alſo much 
rather to require it of all his peo- 
ple. Wherefore no doubte he ſer 
vp and furthered this his faith and 
religion amonge all his men of 
warre , kinſfolk-, in all his courte, 
aominion , before the whole con- 
grogarien , and all his kingdome: 
o diligently, carneſtly, & feruent- 
Jy that afterwarde certaine hun- 

reth yeares , they which belcued 
right and liued well, were pray- 
ſed for walking in thewayes of Da- 
uid their father. They alſo that did 
cuill and ſette not forth the. truc 
faith, ofthemis ir written : They 
walked not in the wayes of Da- 


uid rhcir father. Of this haſt thou The vv49zn 
of of Pad, 


many examples in the bookes 
the kinges , and in the Chronicles. 
Many . cm alſo were forgeuen 
the kinges and all the people of Iu- 
da, for Dauids ſake, that is,for the 
promiſe ſake made vnto Dauid , 
cuen for leſu Chriſtes ſake, whom 
Ezechiel calleth Dauid. In the x. 
booke of the kings,the .chapatis 
od, 


a 
. 
« 
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written thus; The heart of Abia wat _ 

nos right zowarde his Lorde God, ad 
was the hearte of Dauid his father 
And for Dauids ſake did the Lorde 
gene him a light as Hieruſalem, (#** 
that as Hieruſal:m he ſeue vppe hu 
ſonne , ana pre/cried him. For Dauid 
4 thar,that was right inthe figbt of 
tbe Larde ) and af rhe 5321 of bis bfe 
did nx he ſhrinke from any thing that 
he comnaunded hin, except in the 
matter of Frias the Hethite. Thus 
readeſt rhou alſo of Ezechias 2. 


' Reg. 18 . Afore Iofi2s was there no 


king , that was like him , which nar- 
ned him ſelfe ſo vmo the Lorde with 
all his hearte : with all his ſoule , and- 
with all his power, according #0 all the 
lave of Moſes. And afierwarde came 
there nonebke him. 

But inthe ſecond booke of the 
Chronicles the 34. chapter ſtan- 
deth the declaracion of the fore- 
layde place after this maner : 10- 
ftas raigned at Hieruſalem 31,yearer, 

d ad that which pleaſed the Lorde, 
and walked in the wayes of hi father 
Danid ; and declined neither to the 
right hande nor to the lefte, For in 
the eight yeare of his raigne while he 
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was yer but young (.cuen fixteneyeare 
olde ) he beganne to ſeeke the God of 
hu father Dauid. 

Thus much be ſpoken concer- 
ning this, that 1ſraclland all the 
vertuous kinges of Iuda , truſted 
vnto Chriſt, and not to the lawe 
of Moſes. Who ſo defireth the 
number of the yeares , he findeth 
1.Regum.6.cucn.q80. yeares , from 
the > germ our of Xgypre vn- 
ull the fourth yeare of the raigne 
of Salomon. And from that time 
yntill the captiuitic of Babylon, 
are reckened. 419.ycares,or there 
aboures. Alrogether make B89 9. 
yeares. 


CHAP. IX. 


Alt holy Propheres doe pointe nts 
Cbrift , and preache ſalwacion 


onely in him, 


| not yet will we now de- 


clare farther , concerning the 
times of the kinges of Juda and I{- 
racl, which ina maner were euen 


I ,King.6.t. 


as the rimes of the Iudges of 1{- | 


racll. For like as inthe firſt yeares 


of Ioſue , God gaue great yito- 
F uj 


from 


noo Allboly Prophetis 


The dep 


rie and honour, and afterwarde 


Teſt and peace: Euen ſo were the '* 


Iſraclites very victorious & trium- 


phanevnder Dauid, and had great '*” 


reſte and peace vnder Salomon, ©: 


But like as after the death of lo- 


ring of Wo fue the honour of Iſracll decrea- 


ſed, and the departing awaye from 
God followed with one perſecu- 


' cionyponan other (thoughtinthe 


meane time.they had peace and 
deliuerers, as Othoniel, Ehud,Ba- 
rack, 7 Ny pl 
&c.) Eucn fo did the worſhippe of 
Uracll decreaſe | after Salomons 
time. For the renne tribes of If- 
racll fell awaye from the houſe of 
Dauid , onely Iuda and Benjamin 
helde Salomons ſonne Roboam 
for their kinge : the other made 
Hieroboam kings. And ſo of one 
kingdome were made two, the 
kingdome of Iſracll, and the king- 
dome of luda. The kingdome of 
Iſracll (thorow the 204 of 
Hieroboam) chooſe them an other 
maner of ſcruing God. Not that 
they vtterly denied and refuſed 
the Godof their fathers, bur they 
ſcrucd him after a ſtraung heathe- 
niſh 
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niſh maner of their owne image- 
ning. Bur afterwarde they fell the 
longer the more and farther in to 
groſſe idolarrie, ſo longe, till the 
Lord ſuffred them to be rooted our 
and caried awaye by the kinge of 
the Aſſyrians, and ſcattered abrod 
among all che Heathen. The king- 
dome and the kinges of luda were 
ſomwhar better , howbei they had 
ſome alſo which excelled the ki 
of Ifracll and of the Heathen in 
vngodlinefle , For they likewiſe 
went forth ſo long in vnrighteouſ- 
neſſc , till Nabuchodonoſor rhe 
ing rooted them out, and caried 
them awaye vnto Babylon . Bur a- 
fore , we {ce that there was a won- 
derfull combraunce in the ciuill 
policie & in the religion. Somtime 
was all rightcouſnefle and true re- 
_ oppreſt, and violence and 
idolatrie vſed.. Soratime gat righ- 
teouſneſle vp againe, and the righe 
rue ach bad the ron all 
vnrighe and idolatrie bc: 
bros a This came to paſſe Tia 


Hracl vnder Helias and king Ichu. X& jag lebm 


Yer was the idolatry and wrong ra- 
ther puniſhed,then anyamendmer 
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. * following, Like as it: camealſo to 


oulnefle , ſerre vppe the faith of 
Chriſt, and pur Hah all idola- 
tric. Againe,, there came other, 
that ſette vp all vnrightcouſneſle 
&idolatrie, perſecuted the truceth, 
and at the laſt receaued their re- 
warde conuenient . So waighuic a 
matter is it to haue good or cuill 

rulers. 
Ged alvvayzes: Bur intheſe wonderfull altera- 
ſendeth bu c10ns , and thorow out allche ime 
prophetes. oftheſe goucrnaunces of both the 
kingdomes, God alwaye ſent his 
{cruauntes the holy prophexes , to 
rebuke wrong and idolatrie, and 
to reache all righteouſnefſe and 
true ſeruing of God. And firſt after 
the time of Dauid and Salomon 
(vnder whom there was a great 
multitude of learned and holy pro- 
phetes. For Dauid alſo and Salo- 
mo were excelletly cndewed with 
the ſpirite of wiſdotne and prophe+ 
Cclcaboye other mE)theſe were the 
chictc 


paſſe afterthe birth of Chriſt, that z#+ 
there were yertuous kinges and © 
Emperours, which ( accordingro 1 
the prophecic of Eſayein the 49. + - 
chapter verſe 23.) did all righte- * 
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chiefe , moſte famous, and oldeſt Th #1deft | 
Prophers,of whome the bible ma- YEE" 


keth mention with worſhippe: Se- 
meias, which lued vader Roboam 
king of 'luda. Ahias the Sianite 
——_ Hicroboam. Azarias the 
ſonne of Obed, which liucd vnder 
Ala king of Iuda, &Ilchu theſonne 
of Anani,whome Baaſathe king of 
Iſracl flew . Helias the great Pro- 
her, & Micheas y ſonne of Iema, 
wed ynder Achab & Ioſaphar. 
Now like as inthe time of Dauid 
there was a great number of lear- 
ned men,Euen ſo teſtifierhthe fe- 
conde booke of the Cronicles in 
the 17.chap.that in the time of Io- 
ſaphar there were many learned 
Leuites and Prophetes. Helſeus 
was in the ryme of king Ichu, and 
Zacharias the ſonne of Ioiada was 
vnder Ioas, vnder whome alſo he 
was ſtoned. Ncuertheles we haue 
no bookes written-and ſer forth 
by theſe . Onely we haue the pro- 
pheſie of Abdias, which wrote his 
propheſie ynder Achab. Afterward 
ynder Via, Iothan, Achas and E- 
zechias kinges of luda, liucd che 
moſt part ofthem, nas bookes 
Y 
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are abroade.For vnder theſe prea-' 


ched and wrote Ionas, Oſcas, lfai- 
as,loch, Nahum, Amos and Miche- 
as.Afterward vnder king Manaſles 
wrote Abacuk. Vnder the holy ki 
Iofias, wrote Sophonias , Batu 
and Hieremie: m whoſe dayes I- 


frac! had ſuch misfortune, thar 


Hieruſalem. with the remple was 
deſtroyed: andthe people that re- 
mayned ouer and periſhed nor, 
were caryed away captiue into 
BabyJon. In the ſame captiume 
did Ezechicl and Daniel 

their prophefies. And after the ca- 
ptiuitic when Iſrael was deliuered 
againe, and came home to Hie- 
ruſalem, then preached and wrote 
Eſdras,Hapgeus,Zacharias, Mala- 
chias and Nchemias. Befiderheſe 
Prophers no doubt there were 0+ 
ther moe, of whome no mention 
1s made. Burtheſfe arc the chiefe, 
by whome it pleaſed God to open 
vnto vs, all that appertayneth to 
. ourfaluation. And - wiaie we had 
alſorhe writings of theother, yer 
ſhould we bake no otherrhing m 
them, then we finde in our owne 
Prophetes, foraſmuch as rheſe 
| whome 


write © 
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whome we haue,agree ſo together 
all in one. . 
Now whether they be our owne The Prophet 

Prophets,whoſe writings we haue, pre«chedthe 
or «bs other whoſe writinges we *4/«th. 
haue not, yet haue they all prea- 
ched the ſumme of the dofrine & 
knowledged y faith, that we ſpake 
of afore,and wrote in one ſumme, 
which fairh Adam,Noe,Abraham, 
Moſes & Dauid had : And this did 
they the morerxuidently , becauſe 
chey applicd them ſclues ro open 
the law,and to driue away the miſ- 
vnderſtanding, which was riſen vp 
among & in the people: therefore 

oynt they cuery where from the 
has ynto the ſpirite , from - 
ourward ſacrifice vnto Chriſt te+ 
ſus,from all idolatric vntothe on- 
ly God,which ſauzrh vs thorow his 
mercy onely in the blcſled ſeede, 
& rhorow none of our deſcruings. 
This did Paule ſee, and therefore þ | 
ſayd he, Rom.3. Thorow the workes Rom. 3-30 

the leve ſhall no man be inftified*"*** 

in the fight of God. For thorow the law 
commezh the knowledge ' ſinne, Bus | 
now is the righteouſnes of God decla- 
red without the lane, foraſmmeh as # 
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 Thelavv & 5 allowed by the teſtimonie of the law 
+» iy,mmgg and the Prophets, The righteouſnes of 
' rvightconſnes God commeth by the faith of leſus 
of Ged that Chrift;»mto all, and pon all them that 
"att Worep + mn o—_ _ inthe 3. 
; e Actes: 2e Prophets 
-3-24- Samnel,and thence forth (as _ 
haue ſpoken) hawe tolde of theſe 
rg — the 10. —_— To 
0.2. this Ieſus Chrift gine all the Prophets 
1 ina wienes that Lhe beleneth 6 him, 
ſhal thorow his name receaue forgine- 
nes of ſinnes, 
5 - Who ſonoweislcarned inthe 
| writings ofthe Prophers,knowerh 
en. there is nothing read 
concerning the Lorde in the newe 
Teſtament, whichthe Prophercs 
hauc not propheſicd of afore . He 
tharis the any thing inſtructed in 
the Prophets, hath no doubt con- 
Gdered this in the newe Teſtamer, 
that the Apoſtles prouc all their 
do&rine of the Lorde leſu, our of 
thelaw &rhe Prophets: Yea thar 
the Lord him ſelfe confirmeth his 
owne doings with the Scriprures: 
ofthe oy, hoy &rhar the Euan- 


em0 reg) the hol A 
tratothe doarine & ar 
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Chriſt, theſe wordes : And this was Matth.31.4, 
done,that it might be fulfilled , which 
was ſpoken by the Prophets . Neuecr- 
theles for their ſakes y are nor yet 
inſtruted, I will now declare the 
po articles » our Loon leſu 
Chriſt,out of the holy Prophets. pb 

As touching the Ho godhead whe war agy 

and manhoode of our Lorde Ieſu bod of Chri 
Chriſt, & that he ſhould be borne 
at Bethlehcmyin the land of Iewry, 
of a pure virgine and mayde, our 
of the kindred of Dauid, the Pro- 
phers teſtifie after this maner, E- 
layinthe7. chapter ſayth: Behold, Flay 7.14. 
a virgine ſhall conceaue and beare a 
ſonne,and ſhall call his name Emanu- 
& (that is to ſay : God with vs ) Mi- ; 
cheas ſaythinthe 5.chapr: Thowgh Mich. 5.2. 
thaw Bethlehem Ephrata ars too ſmall 
zo be reckned amonge the pat 
cities of Inda, yes ous of thee ſhall 
there come one vmo me, which ſhall 
be ruler in Iſraell , whoſe forth go» 
Inge #s on Iu). In rhe 
nynthe it is writ- 
wr” > 28 chylde borne , and Eſay 9.6; 
to Vs is giuen a ſonne , vppon whoſe 
ſbowlders the kingdome ſhall lye , and 
he ſhall be Safe af ter his owne names 
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mighty one of Iſrael, the eremall fa-\ 


ther,the Prince of peace,his ki 1: 
ſhall encreaſe, and of his peacethens© _ 
ſhall be no ende, and he ſhall _ A 


wpon the ſeate of Daxid his fat 


- Jnthe$3.of Hieremic it is written 


thus: Beholde , the tyme commeth 


| (ſayththe Lorde ) that 1will rayſe vp 


the righteous bloſſome of Dauid : he 
ſhall} 


e king and raigne, and proſper. 


indgement and righteouſnes ſhall be 


execute upon earthe . In his time ſhal 
Indabe ſaued, and Iſraell ſhall dwell. 
without feare: and this #« the name 
wherewith he ſhall be named, euen' 


God oxr righteouſnes, 


Concerninge the comming of | 
Iohnthe Baptiſt, which ns ths 


forerunner ofour Lord Chriſt,and 


prepared the people for him, hath: 


Malachy writtEin the third chap- 
ter after this maner : Behold, I will 
ſend my meſſenger , which ſhallpre- 
pare the way before me : and the Lord 
whome ye longe for, ſhall ſhortly come 
go his cemple,and the meſſenger of the 
conmenaumt whome ye would haue. Be- 
holde,he commeth ſayth the Lord $a- 


bavth. And afterward: Beholde, 1 


wilk 
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will ſend Helias the Propher afore the 
comming of the great and feareful day 
of the Lord. 

Of Chriſtes preaching , of the 
ms of God, of the forgiuing of 
innes,of the wonders allo and to- 
kens of the Lord, ſpeaketh Efay in 
the 61.chapter , after this maner : 
The ſpivite of the Lorde God is wpon 
me , and therefore hath the Lorde an- 
noynted me , to preache the Goſpell ta 


Mala.4.5. 


Elay 61.1. 
The office of 


Chriſt 


the meeke hearted hath he ſent me, 
20 heale the broken hearted,to preach 


deljueraunce to the captine, to open 
the priſon to ſuch as are in bondes , to 
proclayme the yeare of Gods graci- 
ous will , and to bringe conſolation to 
all chem that are mm heauines . In the 
34.chapter of Ezechicl it is writ- 
renthus : Ozer my ſheepe will I raiſe 
wup one onely ſheepeheard, which ſhall 
feede them, enen Dauid my ſernaunt, 
which ſhall feede them, and he ſhall be 


Ez ech. 34. 
( brift wcal- 
led Daxid. 


their ſheepeheard. I the Lord alſo will 


be their God,and Danid ſhall be their 
Prince, enen 1 the Lorde haue ſpoken 
i. Inthe 35. chapter of Efay it is 
written thus: Say vnto them that are 
of a feeble heart. Be flronge and feare 


nor, behold, aur God commerh 10 take vf Curt, 


The miracle 
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vengeaunce,and wreward: God comme 


meth him ſelfe , and will deliner you,  * 


Then ſhall the eyes of the blind be 6+. 
pened, orc. Then ſhall the lame man © 


leape as an hare, end the tongue of the 


dunme ſhall giue praiſe. 

Ofthe kingdom of Chriſt,in the 
which hc him ſelfe alone is king, 
allthe worlde being ſubic& vato 
him , declaring his dominion and 
royall maicſtic, writeth Eſay thus 
inthe ſecond chapter . Andi: ſhall 
come 10 paſſe in the laſt time , that the 
bill of the houſe of the Lorde ſhall be 
exalzed pon the height of mountaines 
aboue all tle hils,and all nations ſhel 
come together vnto him, the people 
ſhall goe to him,and ſay : Come, let us 
goe »þ to the mona of the Lord, eucn 
#0 the houſe of the God of lacob, that 
he may ſhewe vs his nay, and we will 
wake in his pathes. For te Lawe ſhall 
come forth from Sion, and the worde 
of Ged from Hieruſalem . In the 7. 
of Danicl itis written thus: 1 awe 
& viſion in the night and beholde there 
came one in the cloudes of heauen like 
the ſonne of man, which came to 
the olde aged, and they brought him 
before his preſence. And he gane him 
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power p glor ie, and the kingdom,and all The kinrdem 
people, nations and FONgnes muſt ſerue of Chritt, 


him:hus power is an enerlafting power, 


which ſhall not be taken from him, and 
his kingdom ſhal not periſh. Eſay ſauh Eſa,62.2, 


inthe 62.chapter: And the Heathen 
ſhall ſee thy righteouſnes, 7 all hinges 
thine honour, and he ſhall call thee by 
a newe name (O Sion) and the mouth 
of God ſhall geue thee the name. And 
thou ſhalt be a crowne of glorie in the 
hand of the Lord, and aro) all crowne 
of the kingdom m the hand of thy God 


Andſoone after it followeth: Make Eſa.63.10, 


readie, make readie the way,gather wp 
the ſtones out of the ftrecte, and hang 
ous the banner unto the peeple: behold 
the Lorde hath cauſed it to be proclui- 
med vn the end of the world. Tell the 


' daughter Sion: beholde the Sauwour 


commeth, loe, his treaſure and his re- 
warde bringeth he with him, and his 
deedes, go before him, And they that 
are redecmed of the Lord,ſhall be cal- 
led the holy people, Zacharicſayerh 


in the 9.chapter.Reioyce O davghter Zach. g.g. 


Sion, be glad O dawghter Hieruſalem: 
behold thy king commeth yn thee, e> 
wen the righteous and Sauiour: meeke 


er ſample is he, he rideth vpon an aſſt; 


Dan. 9.26. 


Elay.co.t, 
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Play.53.2. 
&c, 5 
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 &r pen a young col: of the ſhe aſſe. He 


ſhall preache peace unto the Heathen, OY 
his kingdom aiſo ſhallreache fromthe 
one ſeq to the other, and from the riner 
wmzo the vitermoſ} parte of the earth. ** 
The death of Of the death & paſſion of Chriſt ® 
Chriſt, of eth Daniclintheg.chap.after 


1s maner. | And after rwo and fixtie 
weekes ſhall Chriſt be ſlaine and pus to 
death and yet ſhall they haue no zrue 
teſtimonie , that he is guiltie of death. 
Efay im the 50.chaprer ſayeth thus: 
The Lorde God opened mine eare, and 
Irefſuſed it not, neither went I backe- 
ward : I gaxe my bodie to the ſmiters, 
and my cheekes to the nippers, and my 
face haue 1 not turned frotheir ſhame 
increatin and / ain me, 
ord Lorde God olfe ſhall belpe me, 
therefore ſhall 1 net be confounded. 
And therefore haue 1 hardened my 


face bke a flint fone, and am ſurehas 


I ſhall not be confeunded. Inthe 53. 
chap. there is written of Chriſt af- 
ter this maner: He ſhall hawe neither 
beantie nor fairenes, we ſhall looke v= 


pou him, but we ſhall hane no defire - 


wo him. He u deſpiſed and comem- 
ned of men, a man of trouble, and one 


that hath bad experience of infirmivie. 
He 


| 
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He is ſo deſpiſed, that we ſhal hide our 
faces from him,ty hane him in no efti- 
maiion, And yet hath he borne our vn- 
perſetines, o& felt our ſerowes YVe al- 
ſo thought that he ſhould be wounded, 
ſminen and puniſhed of God , Buthe 
was wounded for our finnes, and ſlaine 
for our wickednes ſake . And the pu- 
niſhment whereby we haxe peace , is 
layed wpon him, & thorow hu wonr:1l 
are re matc while, All we hane gone 
affray like ſheepe , enerie one of vs 
hath had reſpef# unto his one waye, 
and the Lorde hath layed all ar ſonnes 
wpon him , Violence and wronge was 
done unto bim, he hath bene envll in. 
treated , and yet opened he not his 
mouth. He ſhall belead as a beaſt ro be 
ſlayne , and as a ſheepe dumme be- 
fore the ſheerers , ſo ſhall be not opens 
bis mauth &c . The whole chapter 
deſcriberh all the cauſe of Chriſt 
fo clearely, that holy Hicrom ſayd 
not in vaine : Eſay 1s not onely a 
Prophet, but alſo an Evangeliſt. 


Zacharie deſcribeth the Prieithod The ſacrifee 
and ſacrifice of Chrift and teſtifi-- of Cbrifte. + 


cth, thatwith the ſame onely ob- | 
lation he hath obrayned grace for 
all innc,and therefore ſeuen (that 


: veſurreilis 
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is coſay,all) eycs ſhall haue reſpe& 


vnto him, and ſhal ſecke peace and; : 
reſt of their conſciences in him; & 
Zacha.z.3. ſhall finde it. Heare now 0 Ioſne then © 
high Prieſt, thau and thy companion, * 


that ſit before thee , ſecing ye are men 
of examples. For loe, I will bring my 
ſernaunt,eucn1ihe bleſſume, For behold 
the flone which I haue layd before lo« 
qree,will I bring, To the ſame only ſtone 
ſhall ſenen eyes looke , Behoiar, i mill 
digge it vp and diſcloſe ir, ſayeth the 
Lorde qabaoth , and the finne of the 
earth will 1 rake away in one day. And 


in that day ſhall enerie man call hu 


neighbour wvnder hu vine and figge 
rree. 
| - Theburiall and refurreRion of 
Ins ye our Lorde Ileſu Chriſt , hath the 
Chrift, Propherlonas figured verie excel- 
Mart.12.40. J&tly. For thus ſaith our lord Chriſt 
him ſelfe: Like ws Jonas was three 
dayes and three nightes in the whales 
belly,ſo ſhall the ſorne of gn be three 
dayes and three nightes inthe heart of 
the earth. | 
The ſ:ifen, Of theaſcenſion of Teſu Chriſt 
& ſending ofthe holy Ghoſt, hath 
Joel alſo written inthe 3. chapter, 
and itis alleaged of $. Peter _ 
O 


— % N% "3 > Os. WW % IX WH IF REO. OY TICAL OO SEE, EN 


sIITI 


CRETE TEES. 


"0", IEP "B+. 
JE. 3 
SR 4 L.4 


4 


Preach ſaluation only in Chriſt. 115 


Of the calling and gathering toge- The vocation 
ther the Heathen, and of cueric/*f 'b+ Heaths 


thing pertaining to y holy church, 
doth Efay write in the 49. chapter 
and ſo forth to the end of his Pro- 


phecie. 


Thus haſt rhou, thartthe Pro- , per, 1.9, 
phets alſo in their time, did preach &c. 


leſus Chriſt, and poynted not the 
veople totruſt vntothe workes of 
the lawe and their owne avterumg 
bur vnto Chriſt, of whom they pro- 
phecied cuery thing thar followed 
after . Therefore did Peter ſpeake 
rightr.Pert.1.ſaying:Ye ſhall receaue 
the ende of your faith , euen the ſal- 
nauon of your ſouler. After whiche 


ſaluation hane the Propheres enqui- The Prophets 
red and ſearched , which prophecied 7” 4 


of the grace thas ſhould come vnzo you 
ſearching #hen or what time the ſpirit 
of Chrift (which was m them)ſhoulde 
ſrgnifie : which ſpirite reFtified before, 
the paſſions thats ſhould happen nts 
Chrift, and the glorie that ſhould fol- 
lowe after. Vuts the which Prophetes 
it was alſs declared that net unto th? 
ſelue: onely, but onto 1 they ſhoulde 
minafter the thinges, which are nowe 
ſhewed unto you, by them which hawe 


All holy Propheres 
bao? fem you the Goſpell throw 


the boly Ghoſt, that was ſent onto th + 
from heanen.vrc. in the which teſti» 
monie rhe 6 Hes 2a ſtle Perer had 
a ſpeciall reſpe& che Prophorl FT 
of Danicl: which did not onely re» © 


cordthe paſhon & glory of Chriſt, 


but alſo poyntedro the time,in the 


which Chriſt ſhould ->——1pye nn _ 
as Godin greateſt perills 
Pers and aiterations , ut ran abr 
renewed and more clearly expre 
ſed his concerninge the 
bleſſed ſeede:as inthe time of Noe 
whenthe world was deſtroyed: in 
G—_ Abraham , when God 
woulde prepare him ſclte a newe 
people: :nthe time of Moſes, when 
reccaued his people and ca» 
ried themour of , to bring 
them intothe lande of Canaan: in 
the time of Dauid, when all things 
_ pans > oy _ 
man ſhou}de 
thinke Dauid _ the blefied 
ſcede: Before the captiuitic of Ba- 
Prophen nlich{ca ira fudalare) 
asitis ſai 
preached and wrote, thatno man 
Soulde doubrin Gods Bo 


who 
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Preach ſaluatler only in 
who ſa were geuen vp & caſt 
away,though the temple were bro- 


+ kengthe cine burnt,and thoughthe 


le ( of whom Chriſt ſhould be 
Cog led into caprtiuity.Euen 
ſonow alſo inthe capriuite, when 
the faythfull might almoſt haue 
thought, thatrhe promiſe of God 
cocerning the Meſhias, were cleae 
rn Og then did God ſhew his 
eruaunt Daniel a morecleare vi- 
kon of Chriſt, after this maner: 


The people ſhalbe ler go ageine out of _ prophe 
capiiuitie,aud ſhell come home to Hie- rolde vnts 
ralem , builde the temple and citie a. Davell. 


gaine,but with a ſore time . And after 
that the citie is builded, unto the time 
of Chrift, ſhall be 62. wekes : that is 
430. and3. yeares. And cuen fo 
was it from the 3. yeare of Darius 
Hiſtaſpes or Artaxerxes ( in the 
which rhe citie was builded,Nehe- 
mie.1ry. vntilthe 42. yeare ofthe 
empire of Auguſtus, vnder whom 
Chriſt was borne-Luke.1.The An- 
gel allogaue Daniel farther infor- 
ciaot Chriſt, how that his own 
{22 171 wo ſlaine him,& findno 

in him, &how thatthe ſacyi- 
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fice W the cetemonic ſhould ceale.. | 


The number 
of the yearcs. 


- : - »i# ia: Þ 
> pe» 


t138. "All holy Prophets, 


by” 7 he 
" ww <E5 


And a ftraunge people(ſayth he)ſhall 


come from fare, ethet 


with the citie an horrible abhomings*; 
rion,yea they ſhall defiroy and breaks * 
downe altogether, All which thi 64s 
were afterward fulfilled in the TS: 
weekes, that is, within 70.yeares or : 


there abour. For within 3. yeares 
did the Lord grow totcachand to 
ſuffer . Forwhen he was 30. yeare 
old, Iohn baptiſed him. Afterward 
within 3.yeres was he putto death, 
& within 40.years followed the de- 
ftrution of Hieruſalem by Titus & 
Veſpaſian. Allthe time nowe and 
yeares from the captiuitic of Ba-« 
bils roChritts birth are 626. yeres. 
For the captiuity of Babilon endu- 
red 70. yeares. In the firſt yeare of 
Cirus were they dcliuered, inthe 
ſeconde yeare began they to build 
the ctemple,and builded 46.yeares, 
eucn ynullrhe 6, yeare of Darius. 
Inthe z2. yeare of Darius was the 
citic finiſhed: which maketh 143. 
yeares : Adde now hereto the 483. 
yeares out of Daniel, & thou hatt 
the fore ſayed ſumme cuen'626, 

yeares. | ale? nt nheer' 
In the fayd yeares had our holie 
faich 
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-» Babilon, &the Perſians, when the 
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faith ſore conflite s,- and the ſeede Faith aſaile® * 
ofthe ſerpent preſſed fore vp6 the ©*4 w__ 
ſcede of God,as the Babilomians at ſuppreſ 


people of God was come home a- 

gaine, Neuerthelcfic the truth had 

. euerthevitory,and was the more 

clearely reſtithed by Daniel, Hag- 

geus, Zacharie, Eſdras, Nehemias, 

and Malachy.Afterward were they 

ſpecially oppreſt by y vngodly king 
Antiochus in the time of the Ma- Antiechus, 
chabees . When as the times were 
cuer the logerthe more full of 

rils and aduerſitic yntill Aulus Ga» 

binus, Pompeius and Craſſus Cap» 
taines of Rome coquered the land 

& the true old religion was vrterly 

gone, inſomuch that out of the old 
erpent there aroſc in Iſrael all ma- 

ner of ſees and Symonie,whome 

our Lord Icſus Chriſt with his c6* 

ming in the world reſfiſted,& called 

them the ſerpentes generation, as 

the holy Euangchſtes teſtifie, Not- 

withſtiding inthe middeft of ſuch 

miſchicfes in Iſrac],there were alſo 1 
odlye-vertuous people, whiche K- 
ought God & his anointed(thogh | 

the errour was greag)A mbg whom 


2 acharie. 


Luke.1.68 


Sim eon. 


Lukc.1t.2 9. 


220 
no doubt was ſpecially the Prieſt 


Zacharias the father of lhon Bap- 
riit Elizabeth his wife, and godly 
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dl 
Simeon. Whe Zacharias had know 
ledge of the Lords comminge, he 
ſayd with a ioyfull heart: Prasſed be 
the Lord God of Iſraell , for he hath 
viſued and delinered his people , and 
ſet vppe the horne of ſaluation in the 
houſe of Dauid his ſernuaunt , accor- 
ding as he had promiſed afore by the 
mouth of holy prophezes. exc, For his 
wordes arc read . Luke.r .Simcon 
when he ſawethe childe leſus in 
the temple, and had taken him in 
his armeghe fayd: Now Lord let me 
dye in peace according ts thy worde. 
For myne eyes haxe ſeene thy ſauiour, 
whom thou baſt prepared before the 
face of all people , that he might be a 
light to giue light unto the Heachen, 
and the glorie of thy people Iſracll. 
Luke. 1. Loe, thus the heartes of 
all righteous in the olde Teſta- 
mentfrom Adam vnto Chriſt ( c- 
uen 2974. yeares(hauc ſtoode on- 
Iy vpon Chriſt, in him was their 
comfort, ypon him they truſted, * 
it was he whome they longed for, 
Aad in Chrift Ielus were they fa- 


ued, 


The time Lt 
ned , Therefore hath our Chri- 
ſtian faith endured fince the be- 
ginning of the worlde, and is, and 
contineweth till the onelie tcuc, 


old2,vndoubtrcd and faſt grounded 
faith. 


(HATP. | XK. 


Of the time of the grace ef ( br:ft, and hovy 
that be bins ſelfe teiÞifieth, that the [al- 
uation of all the vvaride 
ſtandeth only wn 
him. 


ltherto haue I ſerre forth the 

time of the promiſes, in the 
which God ( thorowthe promiſed: 
ſzede our Lord Ieſus Chriſt) com- 
forted, cleanſed, and preſerued all 
his ſeruauntes and deare frendes. 
There hauc we learncd and ſcene, 
that the Chriſtii faith, which hath 
endured lince the beginning of the 
world,is the eldet,vndoured,right 
and truc faith, which all holy Pa- 
triarkes had, and in the whiche 
they ſerucd God, and pleaſed him, 
as Adam, Seth , Enoch and Noe : 
Item Abraham, Iſaac and lacob: 
Likewiſe the excellent and highlic 
endewed Prophet yea the father 

Go 


y 


12% Fhetine 


and foregoer of all Prophets, cuen 
_ Moſes his brother Aaron,the 
olic Prieit Eleazar, and Phinces: 
The excellent Dukes and Iudges, 
loſue, Gedeon, and other moe: E- 
ucnſolikewiſe the Kinges, Dauid, 
Ezechias, Ioſaphat, and lofias:The 
dearly beloued of God, and excel- 
lent Propheres, Samuel], Helias, [- 
ſaias,Daniel: Zacharias;and allthe 
other, This holic faith alſo had all 
righteous and ſuch as were of god- 
ly vnderſtandinge in all the con- 
| gregations of Iſracl from the be- 
All gods ele pinning;:In this were ſaucd all they 
wwe /ancs . wv from the beginning were pre- 
| Cr. ſeruedand ordayned to faluation: 
wherefore wharſocuer they can al- 
leage againſt this faith (whether ir 
be concerning holie men, old age, 
multitudes, learned men, generall 
councels, conuocations or parlia- 
mentes, fathers aCtes, ſtarures, to- 
kens and wonders)Itis all nothin 
worth , and is not to be —_— 
in compariſon of our holie faith, 
as cueric onethat hath vnderſtan- 
ding may ſec inthis treatiſe before. 
And though my purpoſe be nowe 
tiniſhed, cuen declared our of the 
Scripture 
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Scripture, thatthe Chriſtian faith 
hath endured fincethe beginning 
of the world, yet will I adde a ſhorr 
inſtruction concerning the time of 
grace, and performing of all pro- 
miſes, and 1 will declare, that God 
now alſo thorow the appearing of 
his ſonne, woulde bring into the 
worlde and ſette forth, none other 
religion, none other faith, neither 
any other ſaluation, then cuen the 
ſame which was ſhewed to the old 
fathers: Sauing that now all things 
are more cuident, more clearely 
practiſed accompliſhed, fulfilled 
Tg : for the which cauſe 
0 all figures, ſacrifices and cerc- | 
monies doe ceaſe. For im Chriſt is T4 o!de Te © 
all perfetion . Yer ſhall we not ftewent @ 208 * 
taerefore caſt away the olde Te- !*5e refuſed. > 
ſtamenr ( as ſome ignoraunt, vn- 
learned and fooliſh people do) bur 
haue itin greater reputation, for- 
aſmuch as we knowe now thorowe 
Chriſt,what cuery thing ſignifierh, 
& wherefore euery thing was thus 
and thus ordained,vſcd, & ſpoken: 
Nowe ſhall cueric man firſt haue a 
courage to readethelawe and the 
Prophetes, when he ſeeth where= 
G uy 


Luk.24.13. 
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upon cuerie thing gocth.And thus 
alſvat the beginning did the hohe 
Apoſtles preache Chriſt vnrothe 
tewesour ofthe lawe and the Pro- 
pacres, a$ it 1Softentimes mencio- 
n<d-inche ARes cf the Apoltles. 
And our Lorde him ſelfe,when hz 
went with the two diſciples roward 
Emaus, & preached ſo vnto them, 
that heir harrs burnt within them, 
he began at Moſes, and went tho- 
row allthe Prophetes,and opened 
vmtothemthe old Scriptures, and 
ſhewed the, y-ſo it behoued Chriſt, 
to ſuffer, and toenter into his glo- 
rie. This is the cauſe alſo that the 
Scriptures ofthe newe Teſtament, 
hangaltogether and referre them 
{clues-to the Scriptures of the old 
Teſtament:ſo thatrtheſe can not be 
rightly vnderſtood without the 0- 
ther, no morethenthe gloſe with- 
outrhe rexrt. The texris the law & 
tac Propheres, the expoſition are 
the Euangeliſts and thc Apoſtles. 
Now will we ſee,what the worke of 
grace of the new Teſtament is. 
Inthe 42.yeare ofthe Empire of 
Auguſtus,atrer the beginnig of the 
world 3974. yeres was leſus o_ 
If 
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the bleſſed and. promiſed ſecede, 


' borne of the vndzhled virgine and 


maide Marie, at Bethleem in the 
land of Iewrie. And though he as a 
very man was wrapped in clothes, 
and layedinthecnib,yer appeareth 
the Angell of the Lorde in grear 
clcarencs vnto the ſhepchceards,& 


ſayth: Feare ye not, beholde, I tring Luke.2.10, 
you tidinges of greas toy, which ſhall 


happen vno all people. For thus day 
orne vn4s9 you the S aniour enen Chriſt 


the Lorde in the cicie of Dawd , The Tids ges of 
firſt newes and tidings of the com- C £14 births 


wing of our Lorde 1:tus Chriſt, 
muſt the Angell bring and geue, 
to the intent that it might be the 
more accepted of althe worlde, 
All the holy men from. the begin« 
ning of the worlde, did hitherto: 
long ſore after the promiſed ſeede. 
Therefore ſayth the Angell nowe, 
that he bringeth them ridinges of 
great ioy; nodoubt ro them that 
were gone, dead and paſt, torhem 
alſo that now liued, & to them thar 
were tocome afterward.The ioy is 
this, that Ieſus Chriſt the Sawtour 
is borne, cucn the promiſed cede, 
wiich ſhoulde faucall the worlde 
IST G ity 


Luke. 3.10. 


Gen.12,3. 


Jer. 31.33- 
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from che power of the deuil,clenſe 
them from finne,and deliuer them 
from damnation. Therefore ſayeth 
the Angell morcouer: #/YVhich ſhall 
happen unto all people . For vnto A- 
braham it was fayed: Inthy ſeede 
ſhall all nations of the earth be bleſſed. 
The fame (fayerh the Angell) is 
borne inthe citic of Dauid, cucn 
out of Dauids kinred , out of the 
whiche the Propheres teſtified 
that he ſhoulde be borne, which 
Propheres alſo forthe ſame cauſe 
called him Dauid & the bloſſome 


[| The, grace of of Dauid. And this is now the grace 
 G 


of God, that where as we poore 
ſinners belonged vnto death, and 
were inthe deuills bondes, he ſenc 
his ſonne ro looſe & deliuer vs our: 
of caprtiuitic. Thisis the newe Te- 
ſtamer. For Hieremy alſo reſtifieth- 
hereof, and ſayeth: This us the Te- 


ftament that I'will _—_ I will be their 


God, andthey ſhall be my people, 1 
will be mercifull to their unrighteouſ- 
neſſe and ſinner, end will thinke vpon 
them no more, Hier.31. This full and 
perfe& forgiueneſle is not there- 
forecalled the new Teſtament, as 


though there had bene no pn” 
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of finnes amonge the olde fathers, 
but becauſe rhe prowiſe madelog, 
before vnto the fathers,is now co - 
firmed and renewed: and the olde 
Gr that repreſented the ſame 
are abrogate. Thus the Lord leſus : oy if the one 
alone is ſex forth for the one!y ſal- reap 
uation of all the world, ſothat not gyr12. 
encly we,burt all they which before 
or after his appearaunce or 1ncar- 
natio bcleued on him, were ſaued. 
And art the birth of Chritt there 
commerth to the foreſayd Angell, 
the whole hcauenly hoite , which 
prayſed God, and ſayd: Glory and Luxe 2. 
prayſe be vnto God in the h eight, and 
peace vpon earth, romen a geod will. 
And by this they teach vs whatthe 
duetye,thankfulnes, & knowledge 
of men is or ought to be in this be- 
halfe,that God hath done ſo great 
good for man: Namely , how that 
they ought to praiſe God, to haue 
a ſure truſt in him,and to be frend- 
ly and louing one to another, And 
the fulblling of the lawe is Joue {ro 
a pure heart,out of a good conſci- 
ence,& of an vndilicmbled or.vn-- 
fained faith.1,Timoth.r. 

In the fitenth yeare of the Em» 
G.y 
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lobn Baptiſt. 
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Iohn 1.29. 


Iohn 1. 16. 
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pire of Tiberius (from the begin- 
ning of the worlde. 4004. yeares ) 
came the worde of the Lorde ro 
lhon the ſonne of the prieſt Za- 
chary , in the wildernefſe, and he 
went and preached vntothe peo- 
ple of Iſracll, amendement of life 
and forgeueneſle of finnes in leſu 
Chriſt: Towhom he bare recorde; 
that he was the fulfilling of the 
laweand the propheres, veric God 
and man the onely and cuerliuing 
Sauitour:which with the ſacrifice of 
his owne body, ſhould clenſe the 
worlde from finne, yea he pointed 
vnto him with his finger, and fayd: 
Beholde, this is the lambe of God, thas 
taketh awaye the ſinne of the worlde: 
Andſoperfe&ly &wholy hangeth 
he all fhaaticn onely on Chriſt 
lefus, that he ſayeth plainely : Oz 
of his fulneſſe haue all we receaued 
grace. &c.loh.1.Item who ſo beleneth 
m the ſonne of God, hath enerlaſting 
life : who ſo beleneth not in the ſonne, 
ſhall not ſee life , but the wrath of God 
abideth upon him. Therfore did he 
allo ſende all his diſciples from 
him, and commaunded them to 
cleaue vmo Chriſt, He makethno 
mecn- 


I I IE 


kd 


hs FD WW as TP & TS * 


3+ boo ( ryu%v 


In I IE 


Of Grace. 129) 


mencionat all of any ceremonies, 
figures or oblacions, as necefla- 
rie pointes to ſaluacion , but prea- 
cheth Chriſt purely and clearly. 
This is manifeſt, Iohan. 1. and 3. 
Martth.3. and Luc. 3. 

The Lorde him ſelfe alſo came Match. 3.13, 
ynto lohn, and was bapriſed.. And. 
when he had receaued. bapriſme, 
the heauenopened, and the holy 
Ghoſt appeared in the fourme of 
a Doue,& there was a voice heard 
from heauen,ſaying : This is my be. Matth. 3.17; 
loued ſonne , in whome 1 am pacified: 
wo the intent thar all the worlde 
ſhould haue witnefle of Chriſt the 
true Sauiour,not onely now by the 
Aungels, and by lohn the holieſt 
man of all, bur alſo from heaucn 
and of God him ſelfe: and that we 
mighte be the boJder ro commitre 
our {clues wholy vnto him . When 
he had receaued the teſtimonie he ; 
went in tothe wildernefſe: And like Note thi fi 
as our diſcaſe beganne in paradiſe "ds. 
by tentacion: Euen ſo atthe renta- 
cion in the wilderuefſe begSne 
the Lorde our health: and hike as 
the father of ys all did care the for- | 
bidden mcate: So did the Lord not Matth-41%% 
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cate the meate that he might haue 

eaten, but faſted fourrie daycs and 
fourtic-nightes. Afrerwarde came 

he among the people,and beganne 

dearth to preach ſaluacion, ſaying: The 
Ore $17” Lime 5s fulfilled , and the kingdone of 
God 15 athande , repent , a;'d belene 
the Geſpell. Herewith hath he hea- 
led all ſores, driucn out deuills , & 
rayſed.vp the dead teſtifying ſo by 
his ates, that he is Lorde of all 
thinges, and the true Sauiour:And 
of them whome he healeth. aſketh 
he nothing: he commaundcththe 
not to builde him a temple , nci- 
ther togeue him blocke or ſtocke: 
he requireth no bodely thing , bur 
only ſtedfaſt faith and confidence. 
And to them whome h.c hath hea- 
led,he ſayerh:go thy way,and finne 
no more ,take heede , that a worle 
thing happennct vrtothce. And 
herewitha!l doth he teach, m what 
| The ſwiſtaee thing the ſubſtaunce of true reli- 
- . "= 1 io licth, eueninarighttrue faith, 
and in an innocent htc , that in all 

our conuerſaciowe kepe our ſclues 
irom all flthineſle : Yea-the thing 
that ſome man rakcth for gods ſer- 
uice, refuſcth he, as. long bablipg 
prayers, 
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prayers, vaine glorious faſtingand 
&E almes geuing. He nothing re- 
garderh mens tradicions, diuerfi- 
ues of ſeftes, long garmentes,out- 
warde appearaunce,their clenfing, 
nor all their hypocrifie . He goeth 
in to the temple, ouerthroweth, 
caſteth downe , powrethout cuery 
th-ngthat is to be ſolde inthe rem- 
ple: he driueththe byers and ſel- 
lers our of the temple with a whip. 
For the t2myvle was ordained for 
generall prayer, thikeſgeuing and 
preaching, and notfor chopping 
and chaunging; or other ſuch like 
rhinges. Thelc three poinres doth The ſpreia'l 
he teach vs diligently roobſerue: FI? o | 
Firſt., that. we obtcine remiſſion ( bref 72 
of linnes, true rightcouſnefle and 
cucrlaſting life , onel; thorow him 
and by his paſſion and death, and © 
clic by none other mcane. Forhe 
15 the onely Mediatour , Prieſt,[n- 
r-rceſſour, Comforter, the onely 
Rightcouſneſſe,Satisfa&ion,Raun- 
ſome , Sanctifying, the onely per- 
peruall ſacnfice the ſuertic of gra- 
ce and [aluacion. Speciall reſtimo- 
nies hereof haſt thou Iohn. 3-6. 
14. and 16, Secondly. : that. we 
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can notſcrue and pleaſe God with 
extcriour ſacrifices or any outward 
pompe, bur with ſuch-workes as 
proceede of loue and mercie. And 
thirdly,that all the children of God 
are bounde to keepe them ſclues 
from the woorkes of darckenefle, 
and to apply the to liuc in righte- 
ouſneſſe & in the light. And herin 
allo is comprehended all godlines, 
that is , all right good Chriſtian 
woorkes. 

So when he had caught all right- 
couſneſſe , and diſcloſed and quer- 
throwenall hypocrific in religion, 
he offred vppc him ſelfe vppon the 
croſle for the remiſſion of all our 
ſinnes. For willingly and paciently 
pur he him ſelfe inro the handes 
of his enemics and of his betrayer, 
fuffred him ſelfe ro be taken , to 
be bounde , to be ledde from one 
wdge to another, to be laughed 
wt ſcorne,cried out vpon,to be ſpit- 
redon, and art the Faſte to bead- 


wdged ynto death, to- be ſcour- 


, and to be crowned with a 
crown of thorne. He him felfe bare 
his owne crofleto the place of exe- 
cuuon,where he was crucified, and 


hanged. 
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higed vp berwene two murtherers. 
Thenliued he in great paine from 
the ſixt houre vnnll y ninth. At the 
laſt he cried: Is 5s finiſhed , father, Iohn 2 9.30%. 
in to thy handes commend I my ſpirite: Luke i 3.46+ 
thus offred. he him ſelfe for our 
ſinnes, and dicd, that we mighrte 
live. But ſoone after followed the The frats 
things wherby the frute of Chriſtes of a. Wa M 
paſſion might be perceaued. For 
the vaile, which in the temple ſ{c- 
pay the holy from the moſt 

oly, did rent from the toppe to 
the botome: wherby Chriſt reſti- 
hed,that now with his death all ce- 
remonies and fguratiue rhinges 
were at ancnde, and no more of 
value:that the waye to eternall ſal- 
uacton was opened:that allthinges 
fgnificatiue 1n the tabernacle, in 
ſacrifices , rites and obſeruaunces 
were nowe fulfilled and abrogate: 
that now thebare and onely croſle 
of our Lord leſus Chriſt, is alroge- 
ther vnto the fairhful:thar the hele 
of the virgins ſecede is well troden 
vpon , and his fleſh well rent and 
Naine* bury yetalſoin the meane 
ſcaſon he hath rrodenthe —_ 
vpon the heade. Therefore did the 


" Vl ater and 
| blowde, 
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dead allo atiſc, and appearcd vn- 
to certaine at Hieruſalem. For the 
death of Chriſt is our life. The 
carth quaked, the ſtones burſt a- 
ſunder. For the preaching of the 


death of the ſonne of God, hath. 


alrered the whole worlde, and ma- 
nic hard; tonic heartes are mo- 


ucd to repentaunce faith and good 


workes. But when the {:de of the 
dead body of Chriſt was opencd. 
with the {peare, and the rocke ( as 
Zacharic ſaycth,) was digged vp, 
there ranne out water and bloude, 

declaring manifeſtly therby,, that 
ynto vs out of the death of Chritt, 

followeth life and purifying. For 
water clenſcth, im the bloude is the 
life of man . And with the bloude 
of Chriſt is ail blonde ſtaunched, 

and now is Chriſtes bloude encly 
auailable , being ſprinkled chorow 


The time of faich in our heartes . This obla- 
- ha tion and peſſion of Chriſt (the 


raunſom for the finne of the whole 
worlde,) was done inthe 18. yeare 
= the Empire of Tiberius, recke- 
nag rye the beginning of the 
worlde 400 7, year the 25 .daye 
af Marche. \adas : 


So, 
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Sothe whole body of Teſu was 71, puriall 
taken downe from the crofle , and chrfs 


honourably buried, and on the 
third daye after he roſe vp againe: 
ſo that his ſoule came againe to the 
body , and his very fleſh was raiſed 
vp from death, how be it now no 
more mortall and paſſible,burt glo- 
ritied, For he is the firſt in the re- 
ſurre&ion of the deade.For like as 
by one man came death, ſo by one 
man muſt come the reſurre&ion 
of the dead. And like as in Adam 
we alldied in body and ſoulc, fo 
ſhal we be all together reſtored a- 
_ co life in Chriſt Icſu. This 

ope vnto life , woulde the Lorde 
printe ſubſtancially in vs with the 
reſurreRion .' And therefore after 
his reſurreRio, he continued four- 
tie dayes with his diſciples, that he 
might well inſtruce them of his 
rclurre&ion, and that they ſhould 
haue no doubrte therin. So when 
hc had ſhewed and declared vnro 
them his verie refurreRion dinerſe 
wayes , and had perfourmed all 
that the farther commaunded him 
to finiſh, he aſcended vp vnto hea- 
uen with body and ſoulc fro mount 
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of Chriſt [A. 
welh all. 
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Oliuetinehe ſight of his Diſciples, 
& is ſcratthe right hand of God, 
there ro remaine corporally vnuull 
the laſt day , in the which he ſhall 
come againe body, to iudge the 
quicke and dead: Andall ſuch as 
haue w:Iked in faith,ſhall he take 
ro him with bodye and ſoule into 
heauen, like as he hum ſelfe is re- 
ccaucd into heauen: And ſhal with 
body & foule condemne all chem, 
that haue walked ia the way of the 
old: {crpent,and hauc nor conuer- 
red from vnrightcouſncs ro the 
righreouſnes in Chriſt . And thus 
ſhal ſaluation be perfeRly faniſhed, 
and Gods children ſhall liue erer- 
nally w God, thorow Icſus Chriſt, 
To whom be praiſc for cucr. Ame. 


CHAP. XI. 
That alſo the eleft Apoſtles preached thu old 
fauh,and declared, that all ſalna- 
ton u onely m (briſt. 
Hus thorow Chriſt Ieſus is all 
fultlled, that the Propheres 
v9v.m 978 of him before, thus to 
ecome the ſaluatiqn of all faith; 
full beleuers, cuenthe Lambe of 
Ged, which hath bene ſhennees 
cc 
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fince the beginningof the world, 


that 15,this 15 he, whoſe power and 
deliueraunce hath clenfed all che, 
thar cuer pur their truſt in God 
thorow the blefled ſeede. Herein 
nowe 1s thz right true ſaJuation, 
this is the ſumme of the right and: 
perfc& religio. Who ſo peruerterh 
this, from him thal God turne him 
ſelfe: whoſo addeth ought vnto 
this, to him ſhall God adde his 
wrarthful hand:whoſo taketh there 
from,his life ſhall God minith. Bur 
blefled arethey, which walke in 
this fimplicitie and cleanes,8& con- 
tinue ſo vntothe ende, euenthey 
that heare Gods word,8: do there- 
aftcr, whoſe onely hope is Ieſus 
Chriit.This onely true & cuerdu- 
ring ſaJuati6 would he to be ſhew- 
ed & declaredro all nations,which 
came to ſaue all nations: but he 
would it ſhould be declared by the 
preaching of the holy Goſpell,and 
thorow the miniſtration of the ho- 
ly ſacraments: And therfore by his 
life time he did chooſe Apoſtles, 
whome he receaued tobe wirneſ(- 
ſes of all his do&rine & miracles, 


cnforming them diligently,& held. 
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"F994! nothing backe from them . For he 
" 5 hat + ſaythvntothem: Ye are my frendes, 
f. ye do all that I commaund you,l wil 

Chriſt beld hence forth call you no mere ſeruaiet1, 
” 1 wag - & for aſernaunt woterh not what his Lord 
rig  dth.ButI haue called youmy frendes, 
for all that I haue heard of my father, 

. bane Iopened wnto you, oh 15. But 
foraſmuch. as they yer lacked vn 
derſtanding,8& were forgetful, and 

had cuer ſtraunge imaginations of 

the kingdome of Chriſt, therefore 

when he nowe aſcended vnto hea- 

uen, he charged them nor to de- 

art from Hieruſalem, but to waite 

tor the holy Ghoſt : whome he al- 

ſo gaue vnto them vpon the fifti- 

eth day after his reſurreRion, thar 

is, ypon the tenth day after his aſ- 

cenhlion, cuen the Gremb day of 

| Maye + by the which holy Ghoſt | 

' The boly Uhey being illuminate , ſpakewith 
Gbeſtvrenght all maner of languages, and were 
' nonevy de mindefull of allthat the Lord had 
firms. commaunded them afore. Forthe 
holy Ghoſt did not enduc them 
with a newe doctrine, butitthat 
the Lorde had taught them our of 
the law and the Prophets,the ſame 
did he bringe to their remem- 
braunce 
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braunce, andillucidate all things, 


and printed them more clearly in 
their heartes. For ſo ſaith the Lord 
in the Goſpell: The comforter even 10h.14-26. 
the holy Ghoſt, whoame the father will 
ſend in my name , he ſhall teache you 
all thinges, and bringe all thinges to 
your remembraunce, that I haue ſayd 
vnto you. Therefore ſo longe as the 
Lord was with them, & rold them 
all the marter of his paſſion, they 
were ſory, and could not beare a- 
way all thathe ſayd vnto them.Bur 
after that he was taken vp from 
the carth into heauen, he ſent the 
holy Ghoſt, euen him, whome the 
Prophets alſo had before, and thar 
led them into all Chriſtian veritie. 
So when they were endued with 
the holy Ghoſt, they beganne (ac- 
.cording to the Lordes commaun- 
ment) to preachin all the world 
e forclayde mattet of ſaluation 
purchaſed and obtayncd onely by 
Chriſt,& gorten by true faith . For 
he had fayd:: Goe your way into all Mar.16.15. 
the worlde,and preach the Goſpel un- 
80 all creatures, VV ho ſo beleneth and 
is baptiſed,ſhall be ſaned, &c . And 
therwith comprehendeth he both 


340 All the Apoſiles 
the pointes which the Apoſtles v- 
ſed and praftiſed , euen the prea- 
ching of the faith in Icſus Chriſt, 
andof*'the miniſtration of the ſa- 
craments. And howe the Apoſtles 
do@rinc was, itis manifeſt our of 
the Actes of the Apoſtles . Bur 
ſhortly and ina ſumme,they prea- 
ched amendement of life , and rc- 
miſſion of finnes thorowe Ieſus 
Chriſt: Thatis to ſay,how thatthe 
whole generation of man laye in 
the dominion ofthe deuill, and in 
the bondes of finne, curſed, and 
damned: but God had mercy on 
vs all, and ſent his ſonne into this 
world to dyc,and with his death to 
reſtore vs vnto life, and to waſhe vs 
with his bloud,that whoſocuecr be- 
leueth.in him, ſhould not periſhe, 
bur haue eternall life . Allthis de- 
clared they our ofthe law and the 
Prophets , and proucd , that Icſus 
Chriſt whome they preached, 1s 
the bleficed ſecede promiſed vnto 
the fathers. Who lo is defirous to 
haue a perfe& example of this de- 
claration,he findeth two ſermons 
of the famous Apoſtles Peter and 
Paulc, the oncinthe Ates of the 
Apoſtles 


preached ſaluationenly in Chriſt, Toe 
Apoſtles the ſecond chapter verſe 


þ- 14. the other inthe 13. chaprer 
t, yerſc 16, There doth the holy A- 
L- $ ſtle _— the myſteric of our 
's holy faith, very excellently, decla- 
of ringit from the time of Abraham 
Il vnto Dauid,& from him yato lohn 
L- the Bapuſt . Thereupon ſhewerh 
C- he,how Chriſt ſuffered, dycd, was 
1s buried, & roſe againc from dearth. 
1C All this confirmeth he with the 
in Scriptures of the Prophets, At the 
— laſt he concludeth the ſermon at- 
Fel ter this mancr: Beit know en vnto AR3.38, 
"nN yeu therefore ye men & brethren.that 
1s shorow Teſus is preached rao you for- 
ro ginenes of ſinnes , and that by him all 
Vs they that belexe,arg iuſtified from all 
C- th.nges,from the which ye could net be 
IC, iuſtified by the law of Moſer. Tothis 
c- agrecth nowe alſo the ſermon of 
he Peter: Yea all the Scriptures of the 
us Apoſtles doe finally accorde tothe 
1s ſame effe&: Hereout allo bringe 
to they the dofrine of repentaunce 
to & atnendment of life,the rebuking 
(C- of ſinne,conſolauons,cxhorratios, 
ns} and drawing toall maner of good 
nd workes,that follow our of faith. 
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Ieſus Chriſt. Concerning the firſt, 
he ſayth'thus: To me & given all po- 
wer in heanen and in earth : therefore 
goe your way, and teache all people, 
and baptiſe them m the name of the 
father,of the ſonne, and of the holy 
Ghoſt,and teach them to keepe all that 
I haze commaunded you, The other 
did he inſtitute ar the laſt ſupper. 


The ſ*pper of For thusis it wrinten in the holy 


Goſpell; YYhen they were eating,he 

zooke bread, and when be had gimen 

thankes, he brake it,and gaue them, 
Saying : Take,cate, this is my body, 
which ſhall be giuen for you : this dee 

in the remembraunce of me. So tocke 
he alſo the cuppe when they had ſupt, 

end ſayde : Drinke ye all out of thu, 

this is my bloud of the new teſtament, 

which ſhall be ſhed for the remiſſion 
of finnes , With ſuch ſacraments 

thorow outward viſible fourmes 

(for our infirmitics ſake) pleaſed 

it the Lorde to ſhewe and ſectre be- 
fore our eyes, his heauenly & inui- 
{ible grace:notthat we ſhould con- 
tLNUE 


: F All the Apoſtles. » A 
the Lord did chiefly inſtirure, and © 
commaſid the Apoſtles ro praiſe * 

inthe Church, arc holy bapuſme 
and the blefſed ſupper of our Lord 
Z 
* 


himtherefore: Moreouer with v- 
ſible ſacraments was ol his willco 


iſe bury weſh w SW" 
me & with a true belcfe to hold faſt,ro 
"7 print ſure in our minds,toworſhip, 
ſt, and to enioy the thinges that faith 
pPo= ſhewerh vs by the outward facra- 
ore ments . With theſe outward ſacra- 
le, ments alſo hath ir pleaſed him to 
he open, declare and ſhewe vnto vs 
oly his grace and louing kindnefle: 
148 - | Namely, how that he giveth vnto 
er ys him ſelfe &all his riches,clean- 
I. ſeth vs,feederh & moyſtureth our 
ly ſoules with his fleſhe and bloude, 
be that he isat one withys, and we 
m | with him, ſo that we vie and pra- 
m 5 Riſe the ſacraments with a true 
y, faith, For the oarward enioying of 
” the ſacraments of it ſelfe alone, 
ie doth not reconcyle vs with God : 
;, burif they be vied with faith, then | 
tug 
th doth God purifhe $. = 
x With the facramentes pleaſed day wands < 
$ him, ro leaue behinde him a reme- : 
s braunce of his giftes and benefits, | 
4 tothe intentrthart we ſhould neuer 
; forgerthem,burpraiſc and thanke 
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gather vs her, andto marks 
vsin his Church and people, and 
ro put vs inremembraunce of out 
ductie,how we are one body toges 
ther,and ought to apply our ſclues 
ro al righteouſnes:Al which things 
arc founde at length in the Scrip- 
tures of the Apoſtles. 

As forthe Apoſtles , they mini+ 
ſtred the facraments diligently , 
purely,and fimply,and fo (withour 
any addition)diſtribured them vn« 
ro the people of God. Touching 
bapriſme, there are many exiples 
mthe Aces ofthe Apoſtles. The 
ſupper of leſus Chriſt had the Co- 
rinthians ſomewhat altered . And 
when Paule poyntcd them againe 
tothe true ordinaunce and right 
vic,hetaketh the ſimple wordes & 
inſtirution of Ieſu Chriſt withour 
any more addition, & layeth thoſe 
before them, commaundeth them 
to followe the ſame, and holdeth 
him therewith well content.1.Cor. 
11.And thus did the holy Apoſtles 
gather rogether all the Heathen 
people, thorow the preaching of 
the Goſpell, and miniſtration of 
the ſacramentes in the Churche 

whoſe 
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-whoſe heade is Chriſt,in who they ; 
are builded and preſerued. Moreo- A. 5.38, 
uer they did nor loade them ſore The Apoftier 

' with any ceremonies. Forin the aie dro 


h be 
Aces of the Apoſtles the 2.chap- yrs 4 ovith 


ter, where as aperfe& ſhape of a ceremonies. 

righe Chriſtian congregation is A&.2.1. 

deſcribed, we haue firit the ſen- 

ding cfthe Apoſtles,among whom 

Peter did firlt preache the Goſpel: 

that is to ſay,repentaunce and for- 

giuenes of finnes in Chriſt Iefu. 

Then baptiſed hethem that were 

become the people of God. After- 

ward followeth it, thatthey which 

were become Chriltians, continu- 

ed in the doQtrine of the Apottles, 

in prayer,in breaking of the bread, 

and-in the fellow hippe: Here are 

the right ſubſtantiall poynres of 

the Chriſtian Church ſufficiently 

expreſſed: the doctrine of amend- 

ment of life,& remiſſion of finnes, 

baptiſme , the continuing and in- 

creaſing in Chriſts doctrine, pray- 

er,the holy ſupper of the Lord , & 

the fellowſhippe,that is,louc,kind- 

nes,and workes of mercy. : 
Now whereas A&.15.itis ordat- , . 5.20. | 

ncdthatthe Heathen ſhouldeate , ,, 
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wvvould not 
offend tbe 


146. That the Chriſtian foith 
no bloud nor ſtrangled, it endured 
bur fora rume, and their meaning 
was thereby to auoyde offending 
of the weake. Orherwiſc hauec the 
Apoſtles cuery where ( eſpeci 
Paul) very earneſtly exhorted m 
to continue by the dofrine that 
was ſhewed and deliuercd them, 
and to be at a point in them ſclues 
to auoyd ſuch learningas was new 
& brought vp by men,becauſethey 
Jeade men farre from the truth, as 
we finde Colofl. 2.6. Phillip. 3.15, 
I.Timorh. 4.6 .5.2. and Titus 1.9, 
And thus is it manifeſt, that the A- 
poſtles taught all nations no newe 
nor ſtraunge thing , but cuen the 
ſame that they had recctucd of che 
Lorde, 


CHAP, XIT. 
A concluſion, that this faith # the yight 
true olde fatth , vwhich alluuay 
hall tande ſure* , 
TD holy vndefiled faith which 
the Lord planted & ſer vp in al 
natios by the Apoſtles, immediat- 
ly after the Apoſtles deeealle,was 
ore attEpted, by ſundrie vncleane 


perſonnes which brought vp falle 


cuſtomes 
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cuſtomes & misbeliefes, and made 
perillous ſe&ts. Befide this alſo was 

1t ſore perſecuted with the ſworde 

of tyrauntes. Burin all ſuch daun- 

gersthe trueth ouercame and had 

the vitory. Forthough the cite- 

ſens of the deuils citic ( according 

to the diſpoſition ofrheir patriarke 

Cain ( did murder, and although 

falſe propheres brought yppe ewll 
counlell,yer the city of God trium- 

pheth, and the bloude of innocent 

Abell and his breathern, ſpeaketh 

yer. Bur afterthatrhe hcwiicha 

was ſomwhart ceafled, and the per- 

ſecutors ſore & horribly puniſhed 

for their bloud ſhedding(the herce- 

hes alſobeing well brought downe 

by fairhfulſhepheards(In theſame 

reſt alſo was our holy faith nota 

litle hurt, For reſt pur away fearc, 
brought idle felicrie , yoluptuouſ- 

nes and fleſhly ſeking of riches and 
dominion: and ſo through couc- _ yi a 
rouſnes & ambiri6,there was Pou- /,,,2,, re 
red great poyſonin to the church, gu, 
whereby religion ſore decaicd.For 
while the miniſters of the word la- 
boured more after richefle , then 

ro performe their office & charge, 

H 1h 
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and to edifice the Churche', th 
were pleaſed with ſuperſtitioul- 
neſſe in ſteade of true religion, 
Of this then followed ir farther, * 
that the ſingleneſle of fairh was 
forgotten , newe lawes made, the 
olde rites and cuſtomes either 
peruerted,or elſe vtterly ouerthro- 
wen and abuſed : whereby men 
came farre from the doQrine and 
Chriſtian cercmonies, from the 
way of truethinto errour foolih- 
lie, and partely into ceremonies 
S FV bat izcor- of idolatric . Hereof commeth it, 
; wenience fol--that we haue nowe the abhomi- 
* Ccionof the Popes power, ofpar- 
dons, of Maſſcs for the deade and 
quicke,of merites, power and in- 
terceſhon of Saindes in heauen, 
of worſhipping their bones vppon 
earth, © dolls, and vayne orna* 
mentes, pompe and pride of the 
Churche, of hyred ſinginge and 
praying inthe temple , i of the 


whole ſwarme of idle rcligions. 
All which thinges with other moe 
like fondneſſe, are nothinge bur 
newe alterations , peruertinges, 
and contrarie to all old ordinaun- 
ccs, having no grounde in Gods 

word 


is the trut olde faith, 149 


word, and are cleanc againſt God, 
though many hardnecked people 
arc yetin a furic &braule for ſuch 
thinges,and wil make all the world 
belcue,that this their fookſhnefle, 
altcracion,and peruerting of Gods 
ordinaunce, is the olde faith. And 
yet ware they,or wil not know,thar 
their babling hath very lile groiid, 
and that they ( if they heres 
the matter as itis) are veric naked 
and miſcrable. 

And though this papiſticall reli- 
gion hath endured, preuailed, and 
triumphed now certaine hundreth 
po , yet hath God alwaye ſent 

is faithfull ſeruauntes, and hada 
litle holy flocke of his owne, like 
as afore time'in the dayes of the 
wudpes , of the kinges of Iuda and 
Iſraell, and in the caprtiuitic of Ba- 
bylon, though it was almoſt atthe 
worſt afore,and atthe comming of 
Chriſt. Like asitis alſo with vs, the Nete. 
nyer the ſecod comming of Chriſt, : 
 theworſeitis inthe world. Neuer- 
| theleſſe(as I faide afore) God al- 

S | g way ſet forth his worde and doth 
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et. Contrary wiſe, the Pope with r rm ogainf 
fin multirude, and _ with Chrifh 
| ij | 


tro Tharthe Chriftianfa: 


his (as it ſeemerh and becommeth 
very Antichriſtes) haue hitherto 
vadettake] ro ſuppreſſe the old re- 
ligon , and to ſetvp his owne ordi- 
naunce ( vnknowen to our fathers 
= of olde time) to bring it into poſ- 
ſeſhon, & vnder the name of God 
and his holy Chprch, to ſpreade it 
vponallchriſtendome . For out of 
the Aﬀtes and ſtatures of the Pope 
and his wanton ſpiritualty, and out 
of the lawes of Mahumer, it is ma- 
nifeſt , what the one hath raken in 
hand & done now more then. 600, 
yeares , and the other ypon a goo. 
yeares. Ir is cuident yetalſo cuen 
now,wherto his generall counſayls 
and parliamentes do extende, Bur 
not regarding how he threateneth 
and faceth, and how he garniſherh 
his new and wanton religions with 
falſe (but diſlembling ) uitles , boa- 
ſtinge of many hundreth yeares, 
many generall counſails , armass 
wr +199 , doftours , vniuerhries, 

cloiſters, ſinging, pray ing, faſtin 
Let - dee & almes da. dEbrieg. nnd cellech 
4 IS ſuch like: All his bragging ſette a 
dene longe be. 1ideler vs caſt hisreligon Iv VS, 
fore vs and take Ypvon Vs vntainedly the 
rue 


3 the true olde faith, ISi 


true olde religion , which hath cn- 
dured fince the beginning of the 
worlde , bythe which all holy men 
haue euerloued , worſhipped and 
ſerued God, and knew nothing vr- 
rerly ofthe Popes religion. And if 
we muſt for this cauſe be hated & 
perſecuted of the worlde, well, ir 
happened cuen fo vnto all holy 
Propheres before vs likewiſe , and 
ſpecially vnto Iefus Chriſte our 
Lorde: which fall come ſhortly ro 
iudgcment, and vtterly deſtroy the 
kingdome of Antichriſt, whome he 
now killeth with the ſpirite of his 
mouth. Our poſſefſion is not here 
yponcarth, the kingdome of hea- 
Uucnis our natiue countric . From 
thence looke we for the Sauiour Phibp. z.20 
Icſus Chriſt our Lorde,which ſhall ** 
raiſe vp our mortall and miſcrable 
| body,that he maye make it like his 
excellent and glorified body,acor- 
ding tothe power,wherby he maye 
ſubdue all thinges vnto him ſelte. 
To him be honour and praiſe for 
euer and cucr, Amene 


